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Campaign Spending Limits are estimated for the 2018 Municipal Election 
based on the number of electors on the Voters List as of Nomination Day for 

the 2014 election as follows: 

Office 

Estimated 

Maximum 
Campaign 

Expenses 
Spending 

Limits 

Estimated 

Maximum 
Amount of 

Contributions 
to own 

Campaign 

Estimated 
Maximum 

Amount of 
Expenses for 

Parties, etc. 
(after close 

of voting) 

Mayor $14,135.75 $9,179 $1,413.57 

District Councillor Wards 2 

and 4 
$12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

District Councillor, Wards 1 

and 3 
$12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

Councillor, Ward 1 $12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

Councillor, Ward 2 $12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

Councillor, Ward 3 $12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

Councillor, Ward 4 $12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

Trustee, Trillium Lakelands 

District School Board 
(Bracebridge) 

$12,135.75 $6,679 $667.90 

Trustee, Simcoe Muskoka 

Catholic District School 
Board 

12,135.75 6,679 667.90 

Pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, S.O. 1996, the Clerk of the 
municipality shall provide each candidate with a certificate as to maximum 

campaign spending limits within the prescribed time period following 

Nomination Day (July 27, 2018). 
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Who can make a contribution 

You can accept contributions only from individuals who are normally resident in 
Ontario. Corporations and trade unions are no longer permitted to make 
contributions to candidates. 

If your spouse is not normally a resident in Ontario, they can still make 
contributions to your campaign. They may not make contributions to any other 
candidate. 

Groups such as clubs, associations or ratepayer’s groups are not eligible to make 
contributions. The members of these groups may make individual contributions 
from their personal funds (as long as they are residents of Ontario). 

Who cannot make a contribution 

The following individuals and organizations are not permitted to make contributions 
to municipal council and school board campaigns: 

• a corporation 

• a trade union 

• an individual who is not normally resident in Ontario 

• a federal political party, constituency association, or a registered candidate in a 
federal election 

• a provincial political party, constituency association, or a registered candidate or 
leadership contestant 

• a federal or provincial government, a municipality or a school board 

When you can receive contributions 

You can only accept contributions after you have filed your nomination, and you 
cannot accept contributions after your campaign period has finished. Any 
contributions received outside the campaign period must be returned to the 
contributor. If you cannot return the contribution to the contributor, you must turn 
it over to the clerk. 

Contribution limits – contributions from yourself and your spouse 

All of the contributions that you and your spouse make to your own campaign count 
towards the above limit, including: 

• contributions of money 
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• the value of goods or services that you or your spouse donate to the campaign 

• the value of any inventory from the previous election that you use again in this 
campaign 

This limit does not apply to school board trustee candidates. 

Contribution limits – contributions from other people 

There is a $1,200 limit that applies to contributions from other individuals. If a 
person makes more than 1 contribution (e.g. contributes money, contributes goods, 
and purchases a ticket to a fundraising event), the total value of all the 
contributions cannot exceed $1,200. 

You are required to inform every contributor of the contribution limits. An easy way 
to make sure that this is done is to include the contribution limits on the receipt 
that you provide for each contribution. 

Only a contribution that is $25 or less can be made in cash. All contributions above 
$25 must be made by cheque, money order or by a method that clearly shows 
where the funds came from (such as certain debit, credit or electronic transfer 
transactions). 

Contribution receipts 

You must issue a receipt for every contribution you receive. The receipt should 
show who made the contribution, the date and the value. If the contribution was in 
goods or services, you must determine the value of the goods or services and issue 
a receipt for the full value. 

If you receive a cheque from a joint personal account, the receipt must be issued 
only to the person who signed the cheque. The contribution can only come from 
one person. 

You are required to list the names and addresses of every contributor who gives 
more than $100 total to your campaign in your financial statement. You should 
keep a record of the names and addresses of every contributor, regardless of the 
value of their contribution, because the same contributor may make multiple 
contributions that end up totalling more than $100. 
 
Note: Contribution receipts are not tax receipts. Contributions to municipal council 
and school board campaigns cannot be credited against provincial or federal income 
taxes. 


