
CIP – May 8, 2025 
 
Aylmer - Letter to Premier - Opposing Expansion of Strong Mayor Powers ... 2 
 
Champlain - Resolution - Surveillance and Monitoring of Heavy Vehicles in 
Ontario................................................................................................ 4 
 
Cobalt - Letter to Premier & MMAH - Opposition to Strong Mayor ................ 6 
 
Cobourg - Letter to Premier - Ontario Works Financial Assistance Rates ...... 8 
 
Deep River - Letter to MMAH - Proposed Amendments to Expand Strong 
Mayor Powers ...................................................................................... 9 
 
Deep River - Letter to Premier & MMAH - Opposing Strong Mayor Powers .. 11 
 
Essex - Letter to Premier & MMAH - Opposing Strong Mayor Power ........... 13 
 
Lader Lake - Support Resolution - Sovereignty of Canada ........................ 15 
 
Lake of Bays - Media Release - Official Plan Phase 3 ............................... 18 
 
MPAC - InTouch April 2025 .................................................................. 19 
 
Muskoka - Notification of Project Commencement Archaeological Master Plan 
Update .............................................................................................. 26 
 
Petawawa - Letter to MMAH - Opposing Strong Mayor Designation............ 29 
 
Plympton-Wyoming - Letter to Premier et al. - Strong Mayor Powers ........ 31 
 
Richmond Hill - Resolution - Provincial Regulations Keeping Non-Native Wild 
Animals ............................................................................................. 33 
 
Rideau Lakes - Resolution - Strong Mayor Powers ................................... 35 
 
Saugeen Shores - Letter to MMAH - Opposing Strong Mayors ................... 38 
 
Stratford - Letter to Premier - Opposing Strong Mayor Designation ........... 40 
 
Tecumseh - Letter to Premier & MMAH - Opposing Strong Mayor Powers ... 42 
 
West Lincoln - Letter to Prime Minister - Support of Canadian Economy ..... 46 
 
Zorra - Letter to Premier - Opposing Strong Mayor Powers ...................... 49 
 

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight

cdutton
Highlight



 
The Corporation of the Town of Aylmer 

46 Talbot Street West, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 1J7 
Office: 519-773-3164   Fax: 519-765-1446 

www.aylmer.ca 
 

 
 
April 16, 2025 
 
The Honorable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
Re: Motion regarding Opposition to Expansion of Strong Mayor Powers  
 
At their Regular Meeting of Council on April 16, 2025, the Council of the Town of Aylmer 
endorsed the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS the Ontario government has proposed expanding the "strong mayor" 
powers to 169 additional municipalities under the proposed legislation, which would 
grant mayors in these municipalities more authority, particularly concerning the control 
of municipal budgets and planning decisions; 
 
AND WHEREAS this proposal has raised significant concerns regarding the 
centralization of power, erosion of local democracy, reduced accountability, and the 
potential for the abuse of power; 
 
AND WHEREAS the proposed expansion of strong mayor powers undermines the 
collaborative nature of municipal governance, and diminishes the role of elected 
municipal councillors in representing the diverse interests of the community; 
 
AND WHEREAS concerns have been raised about the negative impacts on public 
trust, democratic participation, and municipal decision-making processes, if mayors 
are given the ability to bypass council decisions without adequate consultation or 
oversight; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Aylmer 
opposes the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers; 

 
AND THAT the Council formally expresses its opposition to the Ontario government's  
proposal to expand Strong Mayor Powers to preserve local democracy, transparency,  
and accountability; 

 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Ontario 
Premier, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all Ontario municipalities, as 
well as the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for further action. 



 
The Corporation of the Town of Aylmer 

46 Talbot Street West, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 1J7 
Office: 519-773-3164   Fax: 519-765-1446 

www.aylmer.ca 
 

 
Thank you,  
 
Owen Jaggard 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk | Town of Aylmer 
46 Talbot Street West, Aylmer, ON N5H 1J7 
519-773-3164 Ext. 4913 | Fax 519-765-1446 
ojaggard@town.aylmer.on.ca | www.aylmer.ca 
 
CC:  
 
Hon. Rob Flack rob.flack@pc.ola.org  
Association of Municipalities of Ontario resolutions@amo.on.ca  
All municipalities 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Township of Champlain
 
Resolution
Regular Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 11.1.
Resolution Number 2025-120
Title: Councillor Gerry Miner - Surveillance and Monitoring of Heavy Vehicles in Ontario
Date: April 24, 2025

Moved By: Gérard Miner
Seconded By: Paul Burroughs

Whereas the Council of the Township of Champlain is of the opinion that additional surveillance and monitoring
of heavy vehicles in Ontario is required to ensure the safety of other motorists, property owners, and pedestrians.

Be it resolved that the Township of Champlain calls upon the Government of Ontario to: increase surveillance
and spot checks of all heavy vehicles travelling on Ontario roads; as well as monitoring the testing standards
maintained by privately-owned heavy licensing facilities.

Be it further resolved that this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Transportation of Ontario, the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the MPP Glengarry-Prescott-Russell, the Ontario Provincial Police, AMO and all
municipalities in Ontario.

Carried

Certified True Copy of Resolution

______________________________________
Alison Collard, Clerk           Date:



 

 

 
 

 
Canton de Champlain
Résolution
Réunion régulière du Conseil

No. du point à l'ordre du jour: 11.1.
No. du point 2025-120
Titre: Conseiller Gerry Miner - Surveillance et contrôle des véhicules lourds en

Ontario
Date: le 24 avril 2025

Proposée par: Gérard Miner
Appuyée par: Paul Burroughs

Attendu que le Conseil du Canton de Champlain est de l'avis qu'une surveillance et un contrôle accrus des
véhicules lourds en Ontario sont nécessaires pour assurer la sécurité des autres automobilistes, des
propriétaires fonciers et des piétons.

Qu'il soit résolu que le Canton de Champlain demande au gouvernement de l'Ontario d'accroître la surveillance et
les vérifications de tous les véhicules lourds circulant sur les routes de l'Ontario, et de contrôler les normes de
vérification maintenues par les installations privées d'immatriculation des véhicules lourds; et

De plus, qu'il soit résolu que cette résolution soit transmise au ministre des Transports de l'Ontario, au ministre
des Affaires municipales et du Logement, au député provincial de Glengarry-Prescott-Russell, à la Police
provinciale de l'Ontario, à l'AMO et à toutes les municipalités de l'Ontario.

Adoptée

Copie certifiée conforme

______________________________________
Alison Collard, greffière       Date :



 

May 1, 2025 

 

 
Honourable Doug Ford  
Premier of Ontario  
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1  
Email: premier@ontario.ca 

 
Honourable Rob Flack  
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
17th Floor, 777 Bay St.  
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3  
Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca 

 

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the Corporation of the Town of Cobalt 

 
At its Regular Council Meeting held on April 29, 2025, Council discussed their opposition to the 

expansion of Strong Mayor Powers, as announced on April 9, 2025. Council of the Town of Cobalt 

requests that the proposed amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to expand Strong Mayor Powers and 

duties to additional municipalities not include the Town of Cobalt. 

 

Council accordingly passed the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION No. 2025-057 

 MOVED BY:  Councillor Lafleur  

 SECONDED BY: Councillor Starchuk 

 

 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed to designate the Corporation of the Town of 

Cobalt as a "Strong Mayor" community, granting enhanced powers to the Mayor effective May 

1, 2025; and,  

 

WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance at the 

municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the 

fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and,  

 

WHEREAS the Corporation of the Town of Cobalt has a long history of collaborative, 

transparent, and accountable local governance built upon a foundation of Council-debate and 

shared decision-making; and,  

 

WHEREAS many municipally elected officials across the province and members of the public 

have expressed significant concern regarding the imposition of these powers; and,  

 



WHEREAS the Corporation of the Town of Cobalt did not formally request or express a desire 

to be designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and,  

 

WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across Ontario are 

questioning the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are calling for its 

reconsideration or repeal;  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Corporation of the Town of Cobalt Council formally 

request that the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

immediately remove the Corporation of the Town of Cobalt from the list of municipalities 

designated under the Strong Mayor legislation;  

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of 

Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all regional Members of Provincial 

Parliament, all Ontario municipalities, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 

for their awareness and support. 

 

 

          CARRIED 

 

We trust you will find this satisfactory if you have any questions or concerns, please contact the 

undersigned.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Steven Dalley 

Town Manager, Clerk/Treasurer 

Tel: (705) 679-8877 

Email: sdalley@cobalt.ca 

 

 

 

cc:  

John Vanthof, MPP Timiskaming-Cochrane 

All Ontario Municipalities  

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 



 

 

Resolution 

The Corporation of the 
Town of Cobourg 

1 

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario Town of Cobourg 
Premier of Ontario 55 King Street West,  
Legislative Building Cobourg, ON, K9A 2M2 
Queen’s Park clerk@cobourg.ca 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1  
  

Delivered via email  
Doug.fordco@pc.ola.org May 5, 2025 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
RE: Ontario Works Financial Assistance Rates 
 
Please be advised that the Town of Cobourg Council, at its meeting held on April 30, 
2025, passed the following resolution: 
THAT Council requests the Provincial Government to urgently: 

• Increase Ontario Works rates to match the ODSP rate increases that have already 
been made and be indexed to inflation; 

• Commit to ongoing cost of living increases above and beyond the rate of inflation 
to make up for the years they were frozen; and 

FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Minister of Children, Community, 
and Social Services, the Minister of Health, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Social Services 
Association, and all Ontario Municipalities. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kristina Lepik 
Deputy Clerk/Manager, Legislative Services 

Enclosure. 

cc. Honourable Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services; 
Honourable Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health; 
Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); 
Ontario Municipal Social Services Association; and 
All Ontario Municipalities 
 











BY EMAIL   April 28, 2025 

Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
Email: premier@ontario.ca 

Honourable Rob Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
17th Floor, 777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca   

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Powers: Proposed Amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on April 22, 2025, Council discussed their opposition to the 
expansion of Strong Mayor Powers, as announced on April 9, 2025. Council of the Town of Essex 
requests that the proposed amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to expand Strong Mayor Powers and 
duties to additional municipalities not include the Town of Essex. 

Council accordingly passed the following resolution: 

R25-04-187 
Moved By Mayor Bondy 
Seconded By Councillor Hammond 

Whereas on April 9, 2025, the Government of Ontario (hereafter, the “Province”), led by Premier 
Doug Ford, announced a proposal to expand “Strong Mayor Powers” as provided for by Part VI.1 
of the Municipal Act, 2001, to the heads of council in 169 additional municipalities including the 
Town of Essex, effective May 1, 2025; 

And whereas Strong Mayor Powers erode democratic process and have fundamentally altered 
the historic model of local governance which has existed for almost two centuries, by: 

• Providing the head of council with the authority to give direction and make certain
decisions without the usual consensus from a majority of the members of council; and,

• Creating a power imbalance by providing the head of council with special powers that
other members do not generally have.



And whereas the Province is undermining the local governance model and municipal 
independence by attempting to advance its priorities through municipalities, and downloading 
its responsibilities to the same. 

Now there be it resolved that: 
• The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Essex (“Council”) formally opposes the

expansion of Strong Mayor Powers, as announced on April 9, 2025;
• Council requests that the proposed amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to Expand Strong

Mayor Powers and Duties to Additional Municipalities not include the Town of Essex; and
• Council directs the Clerk to forward a copy of this resolution to the Honourable Doug

Ford, Premier of Ontario, Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing,
Anthony Leardi, MPP, Essex, Lisa Gretzky, MPP Windsor West, Andrew Dowie, MPP
Windsor-Tecumseh, Trevor Jone, MPP Chatham-Kent-Leamington, AMCTO, AMO and all
Ontario Municipalities.

Carried 

We trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned.   

Yours truly, 

  

  

Joseph Malandruccolo 
Director, Legal and Legislative Services/Clerk 
jmalandruccolo@essex.ca 

cc: Anthony Leardi, MPP, Essex 
Lisa Gretzky, MPP Windsor West 
Andrew Dowie, MPP Windsor-Tecumseh 
Trevor Jones, MPP Chatham-Kent-Leamington 
Association of Municipal Managers Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO) 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All Ontario Municipalities 









 

 

Media Release 
May 5, 2025 
 
RE: Public Feedback Requested on New Official Plan Policy 
Directions 
 
(Lake of Bays, ON) The Township of Lake of Bays is continuing its review of the Official Plan, a 
document that will guide growth, development, and land use over the next 25 years. 
 
Policy Directions Report Now Available 
The project has now entered Phase Three, with the release of the Policy Directions Report for 
public review and feedback. This report builds on the background information and 
recommendations developed during Phase Two and incorporates feedback gathered through 
focus groups and a Public Information Session held in winter 2025. It outlines proposed policy 
changes for consideration by Township staff, Council, and the community. 
 
The report serves as a living document designed to adapt as new input is received. It will play a 
key role in shaping the policies that will form the foundation of the Township’s new Official Plan. 
Residents and stakeholders are encouraged to review the report, available on the Township’s 
website at Lakeofbays.on.ca/OfficialPlan. 
 
Upcoming Presentation to Council 
The Policy Directions Report will be presented at an upcoming Council (Planning Matters) 
meeting. 
 

• Date: May 27, 2025 
• Time: 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
• Location: Council Chambers (1012 Dwight Beach Road, Dwight) or via Zoom 

Providing Comments or Questions 
Community input is essential in shaping the Township’s future. Comments and questions can be 
submitted using the comment form on the Township’s website or by contacting: 
 

• April Best-Sararas, Director of Planning Services 
• Email: abest-sararas@lakeofbays.on.ca 
• Phone: 705-635-2272 ext. 1252 

There will be additional opportunities for public engagement as the project progresses. For 
updates, visit Lakeofbays.on.ca/OfficialPlan. 
 

-30- 
Media Contact: 
April Best-Sararas - Director of Planning Services 
Township of Lake of Bays 
abest-sararas@lakeofbays.on.ca 
705-635-2272 ext.1252  



 

 
 

La version française  

 

April 2025 
 

     
 

 

 

 

     
 

Our year in review: 2024 reports now live! 
 

 

  

MPAC’s 2024 Annual Report and Performance Report are now available. These 
reports highlight key achievements from the past year and reflect our continued 
commitment to transparency, service excellence, and delivering value to 
communities across Ontario. 
 

https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84adfa


From advancing digital innovation to strengthening partnerships across the 
province, the reports showcase our progress and the impact we’re delivering. 
 

Explore MPAC’s 2024 Annual Report and 2024 Performance Report to learn 
more. 

 

     
 

     
 

  

 

     
 

Annual Assessment Information Request Program 
 

MPAC’s annual Assessment Information Request Program supports our work to 
keep Ontario’s property database current, ensuring quality assessments. With 
the completion of our pipeline and grain elevator campaigns, we’re now 
preparing for the next phase of the program. 
 

Coming up in May is our largest annual request—the Property Income and 
Expense Return—which is sent to more than 35,000 income-producing 
properties. Submitting this information is required under the Assessment Act, 
and the financial data collected helps us maintain high-quality assessments and 
better understand changes in Ontario’s property assessment. 
   
This year, we’ve made it easier than ever to submit property information through 
the Assessment Information Request portal on AboutMyProperty™. 
Enhancements include: 

• Streamlined navigation: A smoother experience with a user-friendly 
interface. 

• Pre-population: Option to auto-populate a previous submission if 
available, saving time and effort. 

• New summary tab: Provides a high-level overview of data inputs before 
submitting. 

• View and print: Access to print previous submissions for added 
convenience.  

Property owners have until July 14 to submit their information. To learn more or 
to help answer questions from your community, visit our Assessment 
Information Requests page on mpac.ca. 

 

     
 

https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84adfc
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84adfe
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae00
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae00
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae02


  

 

     
 

Driving innovation to better serve Ontario’s communities 
 

At MPAC, we know that embracing technology is key to supporting the evolving 
needs of communities across Ontario. From modernizing our systems to 
streamlining property assessments, we’re committed to finding smarter, more 
efficient ways to deliver value to municipalities. 
  
To share this vision, we’ve launched a new video series on LinkedIn, 
highlighting the innovations shaping our work today and into the future. The first 
two videos are now live: Unlocking the value of data & insights for all and 
Driving business transformation & industry innovation. We invite you to follow 
along and share the videos with your networks as we work to build stronger 
communities together. 

 

     
 

     
 

  

 

     
 

Engaging with our partners at the NOMA conference 
 

We were pleased to 
attend as a presenter 
and exhibitor at the 2025 
Northwestern Ontario 
Municipal Association 
(NOMA) Conference in 
Thunder Bay. The event 
provided a valuable 
opportunity to connect 
with municipal and 
government leaders, 
share updates on our 
work, and discuss how 
we can continue 
supporting communities 

 

 

 

The MPAC team (left to right): Account Manager Steven DeRocco; 
Municipal and Stakeholder Relations Director Mary Dawson-Cole; 
Vice-President of Public Affairs and Customer Experience, Jamie 

https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae04
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae06


 

across Northwestern 
Ontario. 

 

 

Bishop; Regional Manager Laura Voltti; Account Manager Sharla 
Knapton; and James Harvey, Manager of Government Relations. 

 

  

Following a warm welcome from Alan Spacek, Chair of MPAC’s Board of 
Directors, President and CAO, Nicole McNeill shared how innovation drives 
MPAC’s work—from adopting AI-powered tools to modernizing the customer 
experience— and emphasized that innovation, strong partnerships, and 
collaboration are enabling smarter solutions and greater value for Ontario 
communities. 
 

Regional Manager Laura Voltti contributed valuable local insights, emphasizing 
the unique needs and priorities of Northwestern communities and highlighting 
how MPAC tailors its approach to support regional growth. Her insights 
reinforced MPAC’s ongoing commitment to providing personalized, region-
specific support and fostering long-term partnerships with local municipalities. 
  
Our team appreciated the conversations during the session and at the MPAC 
booth and looks forward to our work together throughout the year. 

 

     
 

        

 

     
 

 

 

 

In case you missed it 
 

MPAC 101 – Our role in the property assessment and taxation system  
with MPAC subject matter experts Jon Hebden, Regional Manager, Golden 
Horseshoe, and Sarah Lake-Mitchell, Account Manager, City of Toronto. 

 

     
  

WATCH IT HERE  

 

     
 

To view recordings of all past webinars, visit mpac.ca or our YouTube Channel. 
 

     
 

        

 

     
 

 

 

 

P 88C T T #y

WATCH IT HERE 

https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae08
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae0a
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae0c
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae08


Get ready to connect! Join us at the following conferences this May and June! 

• May 5 – 7: Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) 
Conference in North Bay 

• May 14 – 16: Ontario Municipal Administrators Association (OMAA) 
Spring Workshop in Muskoka 

• June 8 – 11: Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers 
of Ontario (AMCTO) in Windsor 

 

 

  

Our MPAC team was on the road in March and April, connecting with communities 
across Ontario. From left to right: Account Managers Steven DeRocco and Sharla 
Knapton at the Thunder Bay District Municipal League Conference & AGM; Account 
Manager Michelle D’Souza and Regional Manager Michelle Lindquist at the Ontario 
Business Improvement Area Association Conference in Collingwood; and Account 
Manager Sarah Groves at the East Central Farm Show in Lindsay. 

 

     
 

        

 

     
 

 

 

 

     
 

MPAC partners with First Nations Tax Commission 
 

     
 

On March 27, the First Nations Tax Commission (FNTC) and the Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU), strengthening our partnership and underscoring a shared 
commitment to enhancing property assessment and taxation systems for First 
Nations in Ontario.   
  



This agreement paves the way for meaningful dialogue and collaboration to 
better support the unique needs of First Nations communities.  
  
Since 2016, MPAC has expanded its services to several First Nations and is in 
discussions with an additional community that recently approved its assessment 
laws. MPAC also offers expertise in valuation for Treaty and land claim 
negotiations, rent reviews, and property data to support the Addition to Reserve 
process, and is exploring further collaboration on property assessment, land 
registry, and permitting systems to meet the needs of First Nations communities. 
 

To learn more, read the full release on mpac.ca. 
 

     
 

        

 

     
 

 

 

 

     
 

• It’s not too late to join the Electronic Assessment Information Pilot! 
Municipalities who join the program have access to timely updates (up to 
12 times each year) to tax systems, GIS mapping, and property data, to 
help support your planning and decision-making. Reach out to your local 
Municipal and Stakeholder Relations team to sign up or learn more. 

• The Q4 Residential Report is now available, and features market insights, 
trends, and analysis for residential properties across Ontario. 

• Property Assessment Change Notices are on their way. If property 
owners contact your municipality with questions, feel free to direct them 
to our Notices and Notifications page for helpful information, or have 
them contact our Customer Contact Centre. 

• The 2025 Q1 New Assessment Forecast is now available for your 
municipality. To view the report, visit MyProducts on Municipal Connect.  

 

     
 

        

 

     
 

https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae0e
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae10
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae10
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae12
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae14
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae16
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae18


We’re better together 

  
MPAC is dedicated to building stronger partnerships with municipalities across 
Ontario, and your local Municipal and Stakeholder Relations team is here to 
support you. 
 

Want more information about who we are and how we can work with your 
municipality? Need Municipal Connect training? We can help with that, too. 
Reach out to your local Municipal and Stakeholder Relations Account Manager 
in the new year to book an information session for your staff or municipal 
council. 

 

     

 

 

  

 

 

Facebook 

 
   

 

X 

 
   

 

LinkedIn 

 
   

 

YouTube 

 
     

 

     
  

 

https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae1a
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae20
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae24
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae28
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae2c
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae1c
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae1e
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae22
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae26
https://ihcy-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/18375dca6d86212c/18375dca6d84ae2a


COMMUNITY AND PLANNING Planning, GIS and   Children’s Services, Community Engagement,  
SERVICES DEPARTMENT  Environment  Housing, Ontario Works and Seniors Programs 
70 Pine Street, Bracebridge, Ontario P1L 1N3 Phone: 705-645-2100 Phone: 705-645-2412 
www.muskoka.on.ca  Fax: 705-645-2207  Fax: 705-645-4272 

Notification of Project Commencement 
for the 

Archaeological Master Plan Update 

The District Municipality of Muskoka (the District) has retained Archaeological Research 
Associates Ltd. (ARA) to undertake an update of the existing Archaeological Master Plan 
(AMP), which was created in 1994. The updated AMP will include engagement with First Nation 
and Indigenous Communities as well as other Community Stakeholders. It will refine the 
Archaeological Resource policies of the Muskoka Official Plan’s (MOP) to reflect the knowledge, 
views and priorities of those First Nation and Indigenous Communities in whose traditional and 
treaty territory the District lies. The AMP will be updated to reflect current standards and 
legislation governing archeological assessments to inform stronger and more descriptive policy. 
The updated AMP will identify archaeological resources and areas of archaeological potential 
within the District, and will include updated Archaeological Resource protections, policies, 
schedules, and an associated Indigenous Consultation and Engagement Plan. 

Driven by the responsibilities delegated to the District through the Planning Act and the 
Provincial Planning Statement (2024), decision makers and planners must be aware of all lands 
containing known archaeological sites, or areas of archaeological potential, in order to make 
informed decisions in accordance with provincial policies and regulations. 

Key deliverables of the AMP update, include: 

• A comprehensive background review to compile a thorough understanding of the District’s
existing AMP, histories, resources and policies, and a benchmarking exercise to establish
the AMP Update objectives based on current knowledge and best practices;

• An updated comprehensive set of Geographical Information System (GIS) based mapping
that identifies areas of archaeological potential;

• Development of a robust engagement program with the First Nations and Indigenous
Communities, and;

• Proposed new protocols, policies, and management strategies to be integrated into the
Muskoka Official Plan.

Opportunities for public participation include: 
• A survey to provide the public an opportunity to inform the District and ARA of the publics

familiarity and interest related to the archaeological assessment and planning process,
the AMP Update and the District’s archaeological record.

• A legislatively required Public Meeting and Open House to obtain public feedback on
policy updates to the Muskoka Official Plan as a result of the AMP Update.

Engagement opportunities will be advertised through the District website, Engage Muskoka, and 
other means as described in the MOP. It is expected that this project will be completed in mid to 
late 2026. If there are any questions please contact Emily Rammler, Planner, District 
Municipality of Muskoka at Emily.Rammler@muskoka.on.ca. 



 
DELIVERED ELECTRONICALLY 
 
Honorable Rob Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay Street, 17th floor       
Toronto, Ontario  
M7A 2J3 
 

April 29, 2025 
 

RE:  Proposed Amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to Expand Strong Mayor Powers and Duties to 
Additional Municipalities 

Dear Minister Flack, 

Thank you for your letter dated April 9, 2025, regarding the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers 
and Duties to the Town of Petawawa. Our Council discussed this issue in an open forum at our 
council meeting on April 23rd and are firmly of the belief that this effort undermines the value of 
collaboration between the Mayor, Councillors, and Staff. Increasing the powers of the Mayor to 
push forward Provincial Priorities would eliminate shared decision making, create divisiveness 
at the council table, and blur the lines between administrative and political roles. Our council 
believes that this would result in an erosion of the democratic process at the Municipal level, 
especially in a small city like Petawawa.  

Although we don’t always agree unanimously on all matters, our council works as a cohesive 
unit, firmly focused on the goals of advancing and encouraging growth and making our 
community a wonderful place in which to live and invest. Each of member of council brings their 
own set of skills, knowledge, values and perspectives to achieve these goals, and has worked 
extremely well together.  

Since it was sworn in, our Council has been collectively focused on advancing provincial 
priorities by delivering much needed housing, building infrastructure that supports community 
growth and the construction of new homes, including housing-enabling infrastructure such as 
water and wastewater. The largest community in Renfrew County, Petawawa has grown 
significantly over the last decade (roughly 25%) and added a large amount of new housing to 
meet market demands. In 2024, Petawawa increased the size of its planning department to 



reduce permit processing times, 120 new dwellings (Single Family Detached/Row 
Housing/Multi-family) were constructed, and there are many more dwellings underway: 

Structure type 
 

In Pre-Consultation or going 
through Planning Approvals 

Planning Approvals Complete 
(under construction) 

Single Family Detached 533 61 
Row Housing 24 96 
Apartment 348 60 
Additional Residential Unit 0 44 
Total Units 905 261 

 

Further to this, Garrison Petawawa and Canadian Nuclear laboratories are reporting that they 
will need to house 1100 individuals and their families as they expand operations. Based on this 
need and other factors, our municipality is working with private sector and nonprofit developers 
to meet the demand for both market and affordable housing. To be forthright, where the 
municipality needs help the most to support housing development and foster densification is 
access to additional funding to extend utilities, such as water and wastewater services, to 
developable lands to meet future growth needs.  Petawawa has faced a significant reduction in 
Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT) over the past two fiscal years ($2.3 million over 2024 and 2025) 
due to the Business Education Tax discount as well as an annual reduction in Ontario Municipal 
Partnership Funding over the past decade which has hampered our ability to extend necessary 
water and wastewater infrastructure vital to delivering new homes. The community’s Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Funding was reduced in 2025 as well. 

In closing, our Council requests that the Ontario Government excludes the Town of Petawawa 
from its proposed amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to Expand Strong Mayor Powers and Duties to 
Additional Municipalities, and work with the municipality to identify funding to support 
expansion of its storm, water and wastewater treatment systems to support future residential 
and commercial growth. Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact 
me through our offices if you wish to discuss this further.  

Sincerely,  

 

Gary Serviss 
Mayor of Petawawa 
 
Copied:  Doug Ford, Premier 
  Billy Denault, MPP, Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke 

Enc.  Resolution – Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the Town of Petawawa 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

April 28, 2025 
 
Delivered Electronically  
 
Attn: The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
 
Re: Resolution - Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the Town of Petawawa 
 
At its Council-In-Committee meeting on April 28, 2025, Petawawa Town Council passed a 
Resolution in response to the Province’s recent proposal to designate Petawawa as a “Strong 
Mayor” municipality, effective May 1, 2025. 

 
WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed to designate the Town of Petawawa as a "Strong 
Mayor" community, granting enhanced powers to the Mayor effective May 1, 2025; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance at the 
municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the 
fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Petawawa has a long history of collaborative, transparent, and accountable 
local governance built upon a foundation of Council-debate and shared decision- making; and, 
 
WHEREAS many municipally elected officials across the province and members of the public have 
expressed significant concern regarding the imposition of these powers; and, 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Petawawa did not formally request or express a desire to be 
designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and, 
 
WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across Ontario are 
questioning the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are calling for its 
reconsideration or repeal; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Petawawa Town Council formally request that the 
Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing immediately remove the 
Town of Petawawa from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong Mayor legislation; 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of 
Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all regional Members of Provincial 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parliament, all Ontario municipalities, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) for their awareness and support. 
 
We thank you for your attention to this matter and urge you to respect the democratic wishes 
of our Council and community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Serviss 
Mayor, Town of Petawawa 
(613) 687-5536 
gserviss@petawawa.ca 
petawawa.ca  
 
 
CC:  
The Honourable Rob Flack (Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing) 
Regional Members of Provincial Parliament 
All Ontario Municipalities 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
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April 30, 2025 

 

Hon. Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

premier@ontario.ca 

 

Hon. Rob Flack 

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

rob.flack@pc.ola.org 

 

Mr. Bob Bailey, MPP Sarnia-Lambton 

bob.bailey@pc.ola.org 

 

Re: Strong Mayor Powers 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming at its Regular Council meeting 

on April 30th, 2025, passed the following motion: 

Motion #14 

Moved by Kristen Rodrigues 

Seconded by Alex Boughen 

 

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario announced on April 9th, 2025, that it will extend “Strong Mayor 

Powers” to an additional 169 Municipalities; 

AND WHEREAS the Province only accepted comments on the government’s intentions until  

April 16, 2025 with the new powers set to begin on May 1, 2025; 

 

AND WHEREAS the timeline for feedback from municipal councils was unreasonably short, especially 

when considering many of the impacted councils generally only meet one to two times monthly, with 

the added staff time required to prepare reports and provide more detailed information on the impact 

of the provincial legislation; 

AND WHEREAS the intent of the legislation is to build more homes faster, The Association of Municipal 

Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO), which has been tracking the use of strong 

mayor powers since they were first introduced in Toronto and Ottawa in 2022, said there is no evidence 
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to suggest this legislation has any impact on the number of housings starts in municipalities that have 

been granted the powers; 

AND WHEREAS the new powers include the ability to set budgets, veto bylaws, pass bylaws with just 

one-third of their council’s support, appoint senior civil servants, and solely delegate and oversee the 

CAO position, which further erodes the lines of an elected official’s position and impairs the ability of 

council to work as a whole on behalf of the community; 

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the council for the Town of Plympton-Wyoming fully supports 

the existing electoral process under which the residents duly elected all council members and value a 

collaborative and council-driven approach to decision making without impairment on any members of 

council; 

AND FURTHER That Council respects the province’s intent, but the imposition of Strong Mayor 

Powers results in an erosion of the democratic process and further deteriorates the promotion of 

diversity in municipal representation; 

AND FURTHER The Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming is formally opposed to the use of 

Strong Mayor Powers and requests that the province repeal the Strong Mayor Powers Legislation all 

together as a matter of upholding the democratic rights of all elected officials; 

AND FURTHER, that in the absence of a repeal, the Town of Plympton-Wyoming Council requests 

that the province allows municipalities the option to formally decline as a matter of record with the 

province. 

Carried. 

If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned. 

 
Sincerely, 
Dianne Gould-Brown 
dgould-brown@plympton-wyoming.ca 
Executive Assistant – Deputy Clerk 
Town of Plympton-Wyoming 
 
cc:  All Ontario Municipalities 
 Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Extracts from Council Meeting 
C#10-25 held April 23, 2025 
Confirmatory By-law 60-25 

 For Your Information and Any Action Deemed Necessary 

225 East Beaver Creek Road, Richmond Hill, Ontario  L4B 3P4     905-771-8800     RichmondHill.ca 

15. Committee and Staff Reports 

15.1 Minutes - Committee of the Whole Meeting CW#06-25 held April 16, 

2025 

15.1.13 Member Motion - Councillor Cilevitz - Provincial regulations 

needed to restrict keeping of non-native ("exotic") wild 

animals - (CW Item 12.1) 

Moved by: Councillor Thompson 

Seconded by: Councillor Cilevitz 

Whereas Ontario has more private non-native (“exotic”) wild animal 

keepers, roadside zoos, mobile zoos, wildlife exhibits and other 

captive wildlife operations than any other province; and, 

Whereas the Province of Ontario has of yet not developed 

regulations to prohibit or restrict animal possession, breeding, or 

use of non-native (“exotic”) wild animals in captivity; and, 

Whereas non-native (“exotic”) wild animals can pose very serious 

human health and safety risks, and attacks causing human injury 

and death have occurred in the province; and, 

Whereas the keeping of non-native (“exotic”) wild animals can 

cause poor animal welfare and suffering, and poses risks to local 

environments and wildlife; and, 

Whereas owners of non-native (“exotic”) wild animals can move 

from one community to another even after their operations have 

been shut down due to animal welfare or public health and safety 

concerns; and, 

Whereas municipalities have struggled, often for months or years, 

to deal with non- native (“exotic”) wild animal issues and have 

experienced substantive regulatory, administrative, enforcement 

and financial challenges; and, 

(continued) 
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C#10-25 held April 23, 2025 
Confirmatory By-law 60-25 

 For Your Information and Any Action Deemed Necessary 
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Whereas the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the 

Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of 

Ontario (AMCTO) and the Municipal Law Enforcement Officers' 

Association (MLEOA) have indicated their support for World Animal 

Protection’s campaign for provincial regulations of non-native 

(“exotic”) wild animals and roadside zoos in letters to the Ontario 

Solicitor General and Ontario Minister for Natural Resources and 

Forestry; 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved: 

1. That the City of Richmond Hill hereby petitions the provincial 

government to implement provincial regulations to restrict 

the possession, breeding, and use of non-native (“exotic”) 

wild animals and license zoos in order to guarantee the fair 

and consistent application of policy throughout Ontario for 

the safety of Ontario’s citizens and the non-native (“exotic”) 

wild animal population; 

2. That this resolution will be forwarded to all municipalities in 

Ontario for support and that each endorsement be then 

forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, Ontario Solicitor 

General, Ontario Minister for Natural Resources and 

Forestry, and Richmond Hill MPP’s, AMO, AMCTO, and 

MLEOA. 

Carried 



YES: 5

NO: 2

ABSTAIN: 0

TOWNSHIP OF RIDEAU LAKES
Special Council Meeting

RESOLUTION 104-2025
Title: MSC (PW) Rec #78-2025 re: Strong Mayor Powers (for

Council approval)
Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2025

Moved by Councillor Dunfield
Seconded by Deputy Mayor P. Banks

WHEREAS at the Municipal Services Committee meeting held April 14, 2025, 
Recommendation #78-2025 was passed related to the recent announcement from the 
Government of Ontario on Strong Mayor Powers to an additional 169 municipalities 
effective May 1, 2025;

AND WHEREAS said recommendation further requested that the Province remove 
Rideau Lakes from the Strong Mayor Powers Legislation;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Council of The Corporation of the Township of 
Rideau Lakes concurs with MSC Recommendation #78-2025.

YES: 5 NO: 2 ABSTAIN: 0 CONFLICT: 0 ABSENT: 1

Carried

Deputy Mayor P. Banks 
Councillor J. Banks Councillor Carr Councillor Dunfield   Councillor Hutchings

Councillor Maxwell Councillor Pollard

CONFLICT: 0

ABSENT: 1 Mayor Hoogenboom

______________________________________
Paula Banks, Deputy Mayor



 
 
 

TOWNSHIP OF RIDEAU LAKES 
Municipal Services Committee (PW) 

 
 
 
 
  RECOMMENDATION: 78-2025 
 
  Title:    Ontario Proposing to Expand Strong Mayor Powers to 169  
    Additional Municipalities 

Date:   Monday, April 14, 2025 
 
 

 
Moved by Councillor Dunfield  
Seconded by Deputy Mayor P. Banks 
 
 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has announced an expansion of strong mayor powers to 
an additional 169 municipalities, effective May 1, 2025;  
 
AND WHEREAS these powers allow mayors to unilaterally override council decisions, appoint 
senior municipal staff, and set budgets without majority council approval, undermining the 
principles of democratic governance;  
 
AND WHEREAS municipal governance functions best through a collaborative decision-making 
process where elected councils, representing the collective voice of their communities, work 
alongside experienced municipal staff;  
 
AND WHEREAS there is no evidence to suggest that strong mayor powers have increased housing 
starts, contrary to the provincial government’s stated justification for their implementation;  
 
AND WHEREAS the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks, and Treasurers of Ontario 
(AMCTO) has raised concerns that strong mayor powers blur the lines between political leadership 
and administrative expertise, threatening the neutrality of municipal public service; 
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Orillia recently experienced a situation where its mayor unilaterally 
overturned a council decision regarding the hiring of a Chief Administrative Officer, 
demonstrating the potential for these powers to be misused;  
 
AND WHEREAS the Township of Rideau Lakes has also experienced governance challenges 
resulting from mayoral overreach, further highlighting the risks posed by concentrating authority in a 
single elected official;  
 
AND WHEREAS democratic principles require that municipal governance remain a system of 
"one person, one vote" rather than granting disproportionate power to a single individual; 
 
  



 
 
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Rideau Lakes:  
 

1. Strongly opposes the expansion of strong mayor powers to additional municipalities, 
including Rideau Lakes; 

2. Calls on the Government of Ontario to reverse this decision and uphold the traditional 
balance of municipal governance; and 

3. Directs the Clerk to send a copy of this resolution to: 
• The Honourable Rob Flack Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
• MPP Steve Clark 
• The Honourable Premier of Ontario Doug Ford 
• The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
• The Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks, and Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO) 
• All Ontario municipalities for their consideration and support. 

 
AND FURTHER that the Province be requested to remove Rideau Lakes from the Strong 
Mayor Powers Legislation. 
 
 
 
YES: 5 NO: 3 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0 
 
Carried 
 
 
YES: 5 
 

  Councillor J. Banks Councillor Carr   Councillor Dunfield 
  Councillor Hutchings   Deputy Mayor P. Banks
 
NO: 3 
Mayor Hoogenboom Councillor Maxwell Councillor Pollard 
 
 



 
Town of Saugeen Shores 

600 Tomlinson Drive, P.O. Box 820 
Port Elgin, ON N0H 2C0 

 
 

 
 

T 519.832.2008  
F 519.832.2140 

saugeenshores.ca 
@SaugeenShoresON  

 
   

 
April 14, 2025 
 
Honourable Rob Flack 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
17th Floor, 777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
rob.flack@pc.ola.org 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
RE: Opposition to Proposed Amendments to O.Reg. 530/22 to Expand Strong Mayor 
Powers 
 
I am writing to express my opposition to the government’s proposed expansion of Strong 
Mayor powers to include the Town of Saugeen Shores. As the Mayor of Saugeen Shores, I 
am concerned about the implications of this policy change on our local governance. Please 
consider this letter as the Town of Saugeen Shores submission on O.Reg. 530/22 which is 
available for comment until April 16th. 
 
In my experience, the ‘Council Manager’ system of governance has always served our 
municipality well. Specifically, when it comes to advancing our shared priority of building 
more housing to serve our residents, Saugeen Shores Council has demonstrated flexible 
and determined leadership. Our Council has enabled housing by reducing red tape resulting 
in the construction of more than 600 multi-family residential units in the last two years alone. 
Given the strong and sustained commitment of our Council to these efforts, I do not see 
how the introduction of Strong Mayor powers will accelerate the construction of housing (or 
the pursuit of other priority areas) in any way. On the contrary, vesting these new powers in 
the Mayor threatens to disrupt long-established and effective processes, sidelining elected 
members of Council with effects that may be contrary to the interests of our residents. 
 
Saugeen Shores has thrived for decades on the principle of shared leadership. We have an 
effective team of elected representatives working in partnership with a professional staff to 
achieve goals that are transparently set out in our Strategic Plan and annual Business 
Plans. This approach to governance is foundational to building trust between the 
municipality and the residents that it serves. I fear that the unilateral decision-making 
enabled by Strong Mayor powers would erode this trust and disrupt the collaborative 
environment that has long been at the heart of the democratic tradition of our Council and 
community. 
 
I urge you to reconsider the expansion of Strong Mayor powers. If the government has a 
strong desire to advance these major changes to the governance of our municipality, I 



request that you engage in a thorough consultation process with our Council and the 
residents of our community before moving forward. It is crucial that any changes to local 
governance structures be made in close partnership with the communities they impact. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your response and hope that 
we can work together in the interest of ensuring strong local governance in Saugeen 
Shores. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Luke Charbonneau, Mayor  
Town of Saugeen Shores 
 
cc.  Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 

Lisa Thompson, MPP, Minister of Rural Affairs 
 Council, Town of Saugeen Shores 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
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City of Stratford, Corporate Services Department 
Clerk’s Office 
City Hall, P. O. Box 818, Stratford, Ontario N5A 6W1 
Tel: 519-271-0250, extension 5237 
Email: clerks@stratford.ca 
Website: www.stratford.ca 

May 1, 2025 

Sent via email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford, 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queens Park 
Toronto, ON, M7A 1A4 

Dear Premier Ford, 

Re: Resolution R2025-174 - Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the 
City of Stratford 

At the April 28, 2025, Regular meeting, Stratford City Council adopted the following 
resolution in response to the Province’s proposal to designate Stratford as a “Strong 
Mayor” municipality, effective May 1, 2025. 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed to designate the City of 
Stratford as a "Strong Mayor" community, granting enhanced powers to the 
Mayor effective May 1, 2025; and, 

WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of 
governance at the municipal level, undermining the role of Council in 
decision-making and weakening the fundamental democratic principle of 
majority rule; and,   
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WHEREAS the City of Stratford has a long history of collaborative, 
transparent, and accountable local governance built upon a foundation of 
Council-debate and shared decision making; and,   

WHEREAS many municipally elected officials across the province and 
members of the public have expressed significant concern regarding the 
imposition of these powers; and, 

WHEREAS the City of Stratford did not formally request or express a desire 
to be designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and, 

WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across 
Ontario are questioning the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system 
and are calling for its reconsideration or repeal; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Stratford City Council formally 
request that the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing immediately remove the City of Stratford from the list of 
municipalities designated under the Strong Mayor legislation;  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent 
to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the 
Member of Provincial Parliament, all Ontario municipalities, and the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their awareness and 
support. 

Sincerely, 

T. Dafoe 

Tatiana Dafoe, Clerk 
City of Stratford 

Cc: The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Matthew Rae, Member of Provincial Parliament, Perth - Wellington 
All Ontario Municipalities 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
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By Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca 

Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing 

April 25, 2025 

By Email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Powers 

The Council of the Town of Tecumseh, at its regular meeting held Tuesday, April 22, 
2025, passed the following resolution regarding its April 15, 2025 Letter sent to 
Ontario’s Regulatory Registry on the proposed May 1, 2025, expansion of Strong Mayor 
Powers, a copy of which is enclosed. 

At their meeting, Tecumseh Council passed the following resolution: 

Motion: RCM - 114/25 

Moved by Councillor Alicia Higgison 
Seconded by Councillor Tania Jobin 

“That the agenda Communication item regarding the Town of Tecumseh 
and its opposition to the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers be circulated 
to the Premier of Ontario, the local MPPs, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Association 
of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario, and all 
municipalities”. 

Carried 

Please consider this letter as confirmation of the Town of Tecumseh’s action on the 
matter.  

Yours very truly, 

Robert Auger, LLB 
Director Legislative Services & Clerk 

RA/ja 
Attachment 



Strong Mayor Powers  
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1. Town of Tecumseh Resolution- Strong Mayor Powers dated April 15, 2025 
cc. County of Essex 
 Town of Amherstburg 
 Municipality of Lakeshore 
 Municipality of Leamington 
 Town of LaSalle 
 Town of Essex 
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April 15, 2025 

 
Ministry to Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 
Via Email to the Ontario’s Regulatory Registry 
 
Re: Letter of Resolution – Proposed May 1, 2025, expansion of Strong Mayor Powers to the 

Town of Tecumseh 

At its April 15, 2025, Special Council meeting called in response to the April 9, 2025, Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing news release on the proposal to expand Strong Mayor 
Powers to 169 additional municipalities, the Council of the Town of Tecumseh provided the 
following comments with the unanimous passage of the following resolution:  

“Motion: SCM – 19/25  

 Moved by Deputy Mayor Bachetti 
Seconded by Councilor Jobin 

 
WHEREAS the Province of Ontario, through O. Reg. 530/22 under the Municipal Act, 2001, 
has designated the Town of Tecumseh as a “Strong Mayor” municipality, granting the 
enhanced powers of Part VI.1 of the Municipal Act to its Head of Council effective May 1, 
2025; and 
 
WHEREAS the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing news release announcing the 
proposal to expand Strong Mayor powers to 169 additional municipalities on April 9, 2025, 
indicated a one-week consultation deadline for municipal comments on the proposal to be 
submitted to Ontario’s Regulatory Registry by April 16, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS without the benefit of a more thorough consultation process and suitable period of 
time for feedback on the proposed expansion of Strong Mayor powers, the proposal is a 
disservice to the very communities they impact; and 
 
WHEREAS Strong Mayor Powers alter the balance of governance at the local level, 
undermining the role of our duly elected members of Council in decision-making and 
weakening the fundamental democratic principles of majority vote and majority rule; and 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Tecumseh has had a long and successful history of local governance 
based on collaborative and effective leadership built upon a foundation of Council debate and 
reaching consensus on decisions for its community; and 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Tecumseh being a smaller community, has thrived with these 
collaborative, transparent, and accountable processes without the need for an expansion of 



Ministry of  Municipal Affairs and Housing  
April 15, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 

Strong Mayor Powers in order to serve Provincial Priorities and act in the best interests of its 
residents; and 
  
WHEREAS given the long history of the Town of Tecumseh as a collaborative Council, the 
extension of Strong Mayor powers to the Town of Tecumseh may serve to instead counteract 
the stated purposes of the Strong Mayor Power legislation by disrupting what have been 
successful democratic processes and by undermining the important role that each Council 
member provides for its citizens.  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Tecumseh Town Council formally opposes the proposed 
expansion of Strong Mayor Powers as announced on April 9, 2025 and further requests that 
the proposed amendments to O. Reg 530/22 to expand Strong Mayor Powers to Additional 
Municipalities NOT include the Town of Tecumseh and respectfully requests that the Town of 
Tecumseh be removed from the list of municipalities so designated under the Strong Mayor 
legislation;  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon circulation that the Clerk be authorized to send 
and upload a copy of this resolution together with a letter of resolution to Ontario’s Regulatory 
Registry by the April 16, 2025, deadline for comments on the proposal.  

“Carried.” 

Yours very truly, 

Robert Auger, LL.B. 
Director Legislative Services & Clerk 



 
 

318 Canborough St. P.O. Box 400 
Smithville, ON L0R 2A0 

T:  905-957-3346 
F: 905-957-3219 
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April 29, 2025 
 
Office of the Prime Minister  
80 Wellington St 
Ottawa, ON  
K1A 0A2   
 
Dear Prime Minister Mark Carney:  

 
Re: Support of Canadian Economy   

  
This is to confirm that at the April 28, 2025 Council Meeting the following resolution was 
adopted with respect to the above noted matter: 
 

WHEREAS The Township of West Lincoln recognizes the economic challenges 

posed by the proposed U.S. tariffs on local and domestic businesses, workers 

and economic stability on both sides of the border; and 

 

WHEREAS at the Niagara borders, 9.1 million people crossed into the US from 

Canada, and 9.3 million people crossed from the US into Canada; and 

 

WHEREAS a total of $119.5 billion in goods transited the borders in Niagara: 

$57.8 billion were exports to the US, and $61.6 billion were imports to Canada; 

and 

 

WHEREAS Niagara borders with the US accounted for 11.4% of total goods 

traded between Canada and the US; and 

 

WHEREAS Premier Doug Ford has stated the proposed tariffs could cost 

Ontario 500,000 jobs; and 

 

WHEREAS in 2023, 532 businesses in Niagara exported $5.9 billion in goods to 

the US, and the US market accounts for 72% of total exports from Niagara; and 

 

WHEREAS the implementation of a 25% tariff on Canadian goods threatens not 

only local businesses but also the broader supply chain that fuels economic 

activity across Ontario and the rest of Canada; and 

 



 
 

WHEREAS it is imperative that all levels of government work together to address 

these challenges, ensuring that our procurement policies support domestic 

industries while maintaining competitive and sustainable growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, given the importance of trade and infrastructure investments in 

shaping the future of our communities, West Lincoln stands ready to take 

decisive action in collaboration with provincial and federal stakeholders; and 

 

WHEREAS municipalities have traditionally been restricted by Federal and 

Provincial trade agreements from giving preference to “Buy Canadian” initiatives; 

and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of West Lincoln 

Council calls on provincial and federal governments to remove any impediments 

to municipalities preferentially procuring from Canadian companies for capital 

projects and supplies; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Township Council calls on the provincial and 

federal governments to continue to work together on a response that protects the 

Canadian economy through measures such as expanding export opportunities 

outside of the US market, removing inter-provincial trade barriers, continuing to 

push for exemptions and tariff reductions via diplomatic channels; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Township of West Lincoln Council 

formally acknowledges the economic challenges posed by the proposed U.S. 

tariffs and commits to adopting strategies that will protect our local and domestic 

economy; and that subject to provincial and federal changes to legislation, 

adjustments will be made to our procurement policies that prioritize Canadian 

businesses, strengthen trade advocacy efforts, and promote interprovincial 

collaboration to mitigate the impact of tariffs; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this motion be sent to. 

 

The Prime Minister of Canada 

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs 

The Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade 

The Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities 

The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

AMO (Association of Municipalities of Ontario) 

Niagara Region Municipalities 



 
 

Niagara Region MPPs 

Niagara Region MPs 

 

If any further information is required, please contact the undersigned at 905-957-3346, Ext 
5129. 

Yours Truly,   
 
 
 
Justin J. Paylove    
Manager, Legislative Services/Clerk 
jpaylove@westlincoln.ca 
 
JJP/jmt 
 
cc.   Premier Doug Ford   

Melanie Joly, Minister of Foreign Affairs   
Victor Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade  
Nate Erskine-Smith, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities  
Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

 Dean Allison, MP 
Sam Oosterhoff, MPP 
Chris Bittle, MP 
Tony Baldinelli, MP 
Fred Davies, MP 
Jennifer Stevens, MPP 
Wayne Gates ,MPP 
Jeff Burch, MPP 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities  
Association of Municipalities of Ontario  
Niagara Region Municipalities  
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April 24, 2025 
 
Hon. Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Via email: Premier@ontario.ca 
 
At the April 16, 2025 regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Zorra, the following 
resolution was passed: 
 
WHEREAS the Ontario government has proposed expanding the "strong mayor" powers to 169 
additional municipalities under the proposed legislation, which would grant mayors in these 
municipalities more authority, particularly concerning the control of municipal budgets and planning 
decisions; 
AND WHEREAS this proposal has raised significant concerns regarding the centralization of 
power, erosion of local democracy, reduced accountability, and the potential for the abuse of 
power; 
AND WHEREAS the proposed expansion of strong mayor powers undermines the collaborative 
nature of municipal governance, and diminishes the role of elected municipal councillors in 
representing the diverse interests of the community; 
AND WHEREAS concerns have been raised about the negative impacts on public trust, democratic 
participation, and municipal decision-making processes, if mayors are given the ability to bypass 
council decisions without adequate consultation or oversight; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Zorra opposes the 
expansion of Strong Mayor Powers; 
AND THAT the Council formally expresses its opposition to the Ontario government's proposal to 
expand Strong Mayor Powers to preserve local democracy, transparency, and accountability; 
AND THAT the Council encourages advocacy for democratic principles and for municipal 
governance systems that prioritize collaboration, inclusivity, and democratic engagement; 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Ontario Premier, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all Ontario municipalities, as well as the Association 
of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for further action. 
Disposition: Carried 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Karen Martin 
Clerk 
Township of Zorra 
 
25-009 
 
CC: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing minister.mah@ontario.ca 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) resolutions@amo.on.ca  
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