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-Ji- he
Archipelago

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting

Agenda Number: 15.7.
Resolution Number 25-086

Title: Bill 5, Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025
Date: Friday, May 23, 2025

Moved by: Councillor Barton

Seconded by: Councillor Manners

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our
Economy Act, 2025, which proposes significant changes to environmental legislation, including the
replacement of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 with the significantly weaker Species Conservation
Act, 2025, and would grant the Premier and Cabinet unprecedented powers to override provincial and
municipal laws — including laws that protect public health, farmland, and the natural systems that
safeguard communities from extreme weather events; and

WHEREAS The Township of The Archipelago’s strategic priorities include protecting and preserving
our unique and high-quality natural environment, and delivering municipal services in a responsible,
sustainable, cost-effective, and efficient manner; and

WHEREAS The Township of The Archipelago supports the goals of responsible economic growth and
increased housing supply; and

WHEREAS nature is not red tape — it is the economic driver of our region, and is central to Canadian
culture, identity, and economy; protecting nature is essential for building resilient communities and
upholding the sovereignty and stewardship of Indigenous peoples; and

WHEREAS Bill 5 will undermine critical environmental, species, and heritage protection laws,
introducing significant economic, environmental, social, and cultural uncertainty, endangering Ontario’s
249 at-risk species, and potentially infringing on the legal and constitutional rights of the Ontario public
— especially Indigenous communities that are disproportionately affected by such actions;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council for the Township of The Archipelago hereby
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opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would undermine environmental safeguards, inuigernious nghts, or

local planning authority, and urge the Province to withdraw the Bill; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that Council urges the Province of Ontario to pursue housing and
infrastructure development through policies that maintain robust environmental protections and respect
local planning regimes; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED THAT this resolution be sent to The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of
Ontario; The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier; The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing; The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; The Honourable Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation; The
Honourable Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines; The Honourable Graydon Smith, MPP Parry
Sound-Muskoka; The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); The Federation of Northern
Ontario Municipalities (FONOM); The Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA); and all
Ontario municipalities; Chief Adam Pawis, all Township of The Archipelago Ratepayer Associations;
and to other environmental organizations.

Carried
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THE TOWNSHIP OF ASSIGNACK

The Honourable Doug Ford

Premier of Ontario

Room 281, Main Legislative
Building Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5

Re: Strong Mayor Powers

At its regular meeting held on May 20, 2025, the Council of the Township of
Assiginack passed the following resolution expressing support of the
numerous municipalities that are in opposition of the strong mayor powers:

#098-05-2025 J Hooper - D Elliott

BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Township of Assiginack does not support the Strong
Mayor Powers and correspondence be circulated to the Premier of Ontario, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, AMO, and all Ontario municipalities.
Carried

Trusting Council’s support in joining the numerous Ontario municipalities on
opposing the issue will urge a return to local democratic governance.

Sincerely,

e
\/ P

Stasia Carr, Clerk
Township of Assiginack
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District of Parry Sound Municipal Association

c/o Township of McKellar, 701 Hwy 124 McKellar, ON POG 1CO0
. President: Lynda Carleton Secretary-Treasurer: Karlee Britton

RE: Supporting Municipal Ethics Through Access and Education

The District of Parry Sound Municipal Association (DPSMA), representing the twenty-three
Municipalities within the District of Parry Sound, held its Spring 2025 meeting on May 23, 2025,
in the Municipality of Callander. At this meeting, the following resolution was carried:

Moved by: Kathy Hamer (Municipality of McDougall)
Seconded by: Daniel O'Halloran (Township of McMurrich Monteith)

Whereas democracy is an open process — one that requires ongoing engagement between
citizens and their elected officials; and

Whereas ethics and integrity are at the core of public confidence in government and in the
political process; and

Whereas proper policies and procedures protect the democratic process; and

Whereas sections 223.2 and 223.3, Municipal Act, 2001 state all municipalities are required to
adopt a Code of Conduct for members of Council and to appoint an Integrity Commissioner;
and

Whereas it is the role of the Integrity Commissioner to educate member of Council on the
Councillor Code of Conduct policy as well as to investigate alleged breaches of the Code of
Conduct, at the municipality’s expense; and

Whereas there are many new elected officials each term of Council who need access to
information and proper training in order to do the work effectively and responsibility; and

Whereas Municipal Affairs and the Ombudsman’s Office are hesitant to give information, so
there is nowhere to ask questions and learn; and

Whereas the only source of information is to pay for fee-for-service on a case-by-case basis
from the Integrity Commissioner which is very cost-prohibitive for small municipalities; and

Whereas Council is expected to oversee the management of taxpayers money and taxpayers
deserve to know where their tax dollars are being spent;

Page1of2
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Now Therefore Be It Resolved That the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association calls upon
the Ontario government to provide free access to information so that Councils can be effective
in their role in our democratic system; and

Further That the DPSMA hereby requests that Municipal Affairs and/or the Ombudsman’s
Office and/or the Integrity Commissioner provide, if requested by a municipality, sufficient
particulars of each investigation to permit the municipality to fully understand and address the
subject matter of each investigation.

Further That this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario,
the Honourable Graydon Smith, MPP Parry Sound-Muskoka and to all Ontario Municipalities for

support.

Forwarded on behalf of the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association; For questions and/or
inquires, please contact:

Karlee Britton | Secretary-Treasurer

District of Parry Sound Municipal Association
clerk@mckellar.ca

(705) 389-2842 x4

CC:

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

Honourable Graydon Smith, MPP Parry Sound-Muskoka
Municipalities within the District of Parry Sound

All Ontario Municipalities

Page 2 of 2
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County of Bruce

30 Park St.

Walkerton ON NOG2VO0

Canada Sent via email: info@brucecounty.on.ca

To whom it may concern:
Re: 2025-209

Please be advised that the following resolution was passed at the April 16, 2025 meeting of the
Council of the Municipality of Grey Highlands.

2025-209

That Council receive the 2025-03-24 Bruce County - Enabling a Municipal
Response to Tariffs for information; and

That Council of Grey Highlands support the resolution dated March 20, 2025 by
Bruce County, regarding Enabling a Municipal Response to Tariffs; and

That Council direct staff to send this resolution of support to Bruce County,
Premier Doug Ford, the Minister of Foreign Affairs; the Minister of Economic
Development, Job Creation and Trade; the Minister of Housing, infrastructure
and Communities; the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM); the Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO); and all Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED.

If you require anything further, please contact this office.

Sincerely,
Amanda Firea—Venalitine

Amanda Fines-VanAlstine
Manager of Legislative Services/Municipal Clerk
Municipality of Grey Highlands

The Municipality of Grey Highlands
206 Toronto Street South, Unit One - P.O. Box 409 Markdale, Ontario NOC 1HO
519-986-2811 Toll-Free 1-888-342-4059 Fax 519-986-3643
www.greyhighlands.ca info@greyhighlands.ca
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FAST APPROACHING!

Aaniin,

In recognition of National Indigenous History Month, | wanted to share information about
a meaningful professional development opportunity taking place at Elmhirst Resort on
Tuesday, June 10,

We’re offering a full-day Indigenous Aware Session designed to supportindividuals and
organizations in deepening their understanding of Indigenous Peoples, histories, and
rights. This session is especially relevant to those working in healthcare, education,
government, nonprofit, and community services.

Topics include:
e Theimpacts of colonization and the path to Truth and Reconciliation
e Treaties and Indigenous land relationships
e Indigenous worldviews and cultural safety
e Tools and wise practices for respectful relationship-building with First Nations

7% Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2025
@ Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

© Location: Elmhirst Resort

$ Fee: $250 Early Bird Amount
i Poster with details attached

Please feel free to share this with your board, staff, and networks.
If you have any questions or would like more information, I’d be happy to connect.

Miigwech,

Miigwech.N&nushiik.NRiagwven.N®erci.NPhank.You
Tiffany.Dj.Taylor.(she/her/kwe)

Indigenous Aware Coordinator
CIPS, Cambium Indigenous Professional Services

Email: t.taylor@indigenousaware.com
Phone: 705-400-6722 | Mobile: 705-917-1321

1109 Mississauga Street
Curve Lake First Nation, Ontario KOL 1RO
www.indigenousaware.com

Our Spirit is What Sets Us Apart

Nijichaagominaanig gaa-onji-bakewinidiyaang


mailto:t.taylor@indigenousaware.com
http://www.indigenousaware.com/
http://linkedin.com/
http://facebook.com/
http://twitter.com/

Early Bird Price

INDIGENOUS $250 + hst
" (until May 30th)

Contact below for a
= P IS E——— || Group Discount Code!

el

‘Waiking Together:

Al Day of Indigenous _
Awareness with CIPS

Join us for a full-day Indigenous Awareness
training led by Michael Jacobs, CEO and Kerry Ann
Charles, Environmental Partnership Coordiantor.
This engaging session offers insight into
Indigenous history, rights, treaties, and respectful

relationship-building.
Kerry Ann Charles
o@i :-:rii Mm@ ESW WMML Enwrn Partnership Coor.

TUESDAY TIME
JUNE 10.25 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

' ”T ) LUNCH AND SNACKS WILL BE PROVIDED

Elmhirst Resort, 1045 Settlers Line, Keene, ON

aeew
LLE ]
asen
LI E L]
LLE 1

asem
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L1 X 1]
LL L L]
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CONTACT: © Tiffany Tgy!qr, Indigenous Aware Coordinator E 705-400-6722

t.taylor@indigenousaware.com
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LAKE
OF BAYS

e MUSKOKA

Notice of Second Public Meeting — Amendments to
Parking Provisions

Meeting Date:
Meeting Time:
Location:

June 24t 2025

1:00pm

Township of Lake of Bays Municipal Office, Council Chambers
1012 Dwight Beach Road, Dwight, Ontario

TAKE NOTICE that the Council (Planning Matters) public hearing has been scheduled for
June 24", 2025. This public meeting will be conducted in a hybrid format in-person or
via ZOOM commencing at 1:00 p.m. (see Page 2 for more details).

File Type & Number

Township-wide Amendments to the Parking Provisions in the
Community Planning Permit By-law 2021-111 — Z 36-24 LOB

Owner/Applicant(s)

Township of Lake of Bays

Property Location

Township-wide

Purpose & Effect
of the Proposed
By-law

A public meeting was held on April 29%, 2025 to consider Township-wide
Amendments to the Parking Provisions in the Community Planning Permit
By-law 2021-111. This second public meeting is being held to further
consider the Township-wide Amendments and changes made to the draft
By-law at the first public meeting based on direction from Council. The
purpose and effect of the proposed amendments are to update the
parking provisions in the By-law based on direction in the Township’s
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) and from Council.

Key elements of the amendments include:

- Amend provisions pertaining to parking within 150 metres of a
commercial and/or institutional property

- Amend the provisions that outline what staff and Council can vary
by way of Class One and Two Planning Permit applications
respecting parking requirements

- Add enabling Cash-in-lieu of Parking provisions

- Amend the required number of parking spaces for the following

uses:
o Multiple Dwelling
o Motel, Resort, Cottage Establishment, Tourist

Establishment, Tourist Camping Establishment

o Religious Institution, Place of Assembly, Club, Market
Place, Other Recreational Uses Not Listed

o Restaurant, Tavern, Place of Entertainment

o Motor Vehicle Repair Establishment, Motor Vehicle Sales or
Rental Establishment, Motor Vehicle Service Station, Motor
Vehicle Washing Establishment

o Retail Store, Convenience Store, Bakery, Bakeshop,
Service or Repair Establishment, Boat or Recreational
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Vehicle Establishment, Personal Service Establishment,
Office, Printing Establishment, Child Care Establishment,
Post Office, Funeral Home, Library, Museum, Art Gallery,
Artisan’s  Studio, Custom Workshop, Dry Cleaning
Establishment, Duplicating Establishment, Financial
Establishment, Laundromat, Laundry or Dry Cleaning
Outlet, Other Commercial Establishments Not Listed
o Garden Centre, Nursery, Wildlife Centre, Building Supply
Establishment, Storage Establishment, Contractor’s
Establishment

Written Information Staff Report available on the Township’s website at www.lakeofbays.on.ca
Available or from Planning Services on or after June 17t 2025

Additional Information
and Materials are
available at the following:

Website: https://www.lakeofbays.on.ca/invest-and-build/zoning/

Helena Thisdelle, Planner
Planning Contact Ph.  705-635-2272 ext. 1222 Fax: 705-635-2132
Email: hthisdelle@lakeofbays.on.ca

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Township on the proposed
by-law amendments, you must make a written request to the planning
contact above.

To receive notice of
future meetings

If a specified person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Township to the Ontario
Land Tribunal but the specified person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written
submissions to the Township of Lake of Bays before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal
the decision.

If a specified person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the
Township before the by-law is passed, the specified person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an
appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Personal information collected in response to this planning notice will be used to assist staff and Council to process this
application and will be made public

Date of this Notice June 31, 2025

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELATED TO ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION
Although this is a public hearing, you are not required to attend unless you wish to speak to the application.

To participate in the virtual planning meeting, you will need access to a computer, tablet or telephone with internet service
or a telephone. For information on how to register for the meeting or if you have specific comments regarding this
application please contact the planning contact listed on the first page.

How to Submit Written Comments to be considered

Applicants, agents and members of the public can provide written comments to the planning contact listed on the notice,
to be read aloud at the public meeting. All written comments related to a planning application must be received by the
Planning Department prior to the start of the public meeting to be considered.

Where to Watch a Meeting

All Council (Planning Matters) meetings will be streamed live and available on the Township of Lake of Bays YouTube
page (link will be provided on the agenda posted one week prior to the meeting).

If you cannot Participate Virtually

Where applicants, agents and members of the public are not able to utilize virtual conferencing (i.e.. Zoom), existing
participation measures outlined in the Planning Act will continue to be available, these include telephone communication
with planning staff and written correspondence, via e-mail, fax or letter, to express land use planning information related
to an application before Council (Planning Matters) for decision as outlined above.


http://www.lakeofbays.on.ca/
mailto:hthisdelle@lakeofbays.on.ca
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PRESS RELEASE
Immediate Release

Lakeland EV Charging Network Set to Double: TransformingEV Travel Across Central Ontario

Bracebridge, ON — May 31, 2025 - Drivers, start your engines — or rather, charge your batteries!
This summer, planning an electric vehicle (EV) road trip to Muskoka and Parry Sound will be as smooth
as a sunset lake cruise. Thanks to the completion of Phase | of Lakeland’s fast, locally-owned EV
charging network—and a new partnership with ChargeHub—EV drivers can now hit the road worry-
free, knowing reliable public charging is available and easy to plan.

From scenic highways to small-town main streets, Lakeland’s network of 16 fast charging stations with
58 portsis here to keep drivers moving — and there’s more good news — Lakeland EV Charging is set
to double in size!

Through the support of Natural Resources Canada’s (NRCan) Zero-Emission Vehicle Infrastructure
Program (ZEVIP) to Bracebridge Generation Ltd. and Ontario’s EV ChargeON program, Lakeland is
expandingits public network to include 17 new sites across central Ontario, bringing the total to 33
stations by Fall 2026.The expansion will add 50 new chargers, including 26 dual-port DC fast
chargers(DCFC) at 180kW (charging 100km in 10 minutes, on average).

“The Government of Canadais ensuring that Canadians have reliable and readily available charging
options, wherever they go. We are pleased to invest inbuilding EV charging stations for drivers in
Ontario and across Canada as they explore our great country,” said the Honourable Tim Hodgson,
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources.

“Increasing access to EV chargers
outside large urban centres fills gaps in
local charging infrastructure and
reduces range anxiety,” said Prabmeet
Sarkaria, Ontario’s Minister  of
Transportation. “Through the EV
ChargeON Community Sites Stream
Program, our government has approved
270projects to date, including this one
by Lakeland EV Charging, demonstrating . : — 2P

our commitment to protect Ontario by Sharing the Phase |l funding announcement at Lakeland’s Electric
transforming the province into a gobal  pentea seeee e e e i

clean energy superpower.” Lakeland Holding, Graydon Smith, MPP Parry Sound - Muskoka,
Vince Kulchycki, COO Lakeland Holding.

Along with Lakeland’s app, to make planning even more seamless, Lakeland EV Charging has joined
the ChargeHub Passport Hub, Canada’s largest EV charging network. This integration means drivers
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can now easily locate and access Lakeland EV chargers using the ChargeHub app, which connects users
to thousands of charging stations across Canada.

Director of Lakeland EV Charging, Peter Ewald, is thrilled with these latest developments and
exclaimed “here we go! Now people can thoroughly enjoy exploring this beautiful part of Ontario we
call home in the perfect way... with their EV’s!” He added “now EV drivers can confidently make their
summer travel plans to the Muskoka / Parry Sound area, and next year more broadly throughout
central Ontario, knowing they can count on fast, reliable, and easy to locate charging. With our head
office in Bracebridge, Ontario, our local technicians ensure regular upkeep and are rapidly deployed
for service support.”

Whether you're a local, a cottager, or just passing through, Lakeland EV Charging is ready to power
your journey. Download the Lakeland EV Charging App from the Apple Store or Google Play, or visit
www.lakelandevcharging.ca to learn more.



https://lakelandevcharging.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d43fdc9a07914439e83ed2878&id=dbb6fe7b00&e=fb4d31dcd1

February 4, 2025

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Via Email: premier@ontario.ca

Re: Northern Health Travel Grant Program

Council of the Town of LaSalle, at its Regular Meeting held Tuesday, January 28, 2025,
passed the following resolution:

14/25
Moved by: Deputy Mayor Akpata
Seconded by: Councillor Renaud

Whereas the Northern Health Travel Grant program (the “Program”) offers financial
assistance to Northern Ontario residents who need to travel long distances for
specialized medical services or procedures at a ministry funded health care facility;

And Whereas, the grants for this Program are based on the distance residents must
travel to reach the nearest medical specialist or ministry funded healthcare facility;

And Whereas, residents must travel at least 100 kilometers one-way to access the
nearest medical specialist or ministry-funded healthcare facility for services that are not
available locally to qualify for the grant;

And Whereas, there are many occasions in which residents of Windsor-Essex County
must travel at least 100 kilometers one way to access health care facilities or services
that are not available locally; And Whereas, there are four primary children’s hospitals
across the province, located in London, Hamilton, Toronto and Ottawa, and none of
these facilities are within 100 kilometers of Windsor-Essex County;

And Whereas, it has been reported that more than 5,000 times each year pediatric
patients across Windsor-Essex County must drive to London Health Sciences Centre for
treatment at its Children’s Hospital, which places a financial strain on families and care-
givers;


mailto:premier@ontario.ca
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Now Therefore, the Town of LaSalle calls upon the Provincial Government and Ministry
of Health to establish a grant system similar to the Northern Health Travel Grant
program in Windsor-Essex County to provide support to the residents of Windsor-Essex
County when they need to travel long distances for specialized medical services or
procedures at ministry funded health care facilities;

And that, this motion be circulated to all municipalities for support, Premier Doug Ford,
MPP Anthony Leardi, MPP Andrew Dowie, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Ms.
Sylvia Jones and all local municipalities.

Carried.

Please consider this letter as confirmation of the Town of LaSalle’s support of the above
matter.

Yours Truly,

g

Jennifer Astrologo

Director of Council Services/Clerk
Town of LaSalle
jastrologo@lasalle.ca

Cc: (via email)

MPP Anothony Leardi Anthony.Leardi@pc.ola.org

MPP Andrew Dowie Andrew.Dowie@pc.ola.org

MPP Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Sylvia Jones sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org
Association of Municipalities of Ontario resolutions@amo.on.ca

All Ontario Municipalities

Town of LaSalle 5950 Malden Road, LaSalle, Ontario N9H 154 | P: 519-969-7770 | F: 519-969-4469 | lasalle.ca LI VI N G @Sﬁ%
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Notice of Public Meeting & Open House

Concerning an amendment to the District of Muskoka Official Plan

Application File Number:
Muskoka Official Plan Amendment 63
(Growth Strategy)

As part of the Muskoka Official Plan 5-Year Comprehensive Review, the District Municipality of
Muskoka is in the process of updating the Muskoka Official Plan. The result of the Comprehensive
Review is the preparation of an Official Plan Amendment to reflect the Updated Growth Strategy
(November 2024). In accordance with the statutory requirements of the Planning Act, below is a

Notice of Open House and Notice of Public Meeting.

Open House Information

An Open House required under Section 17(16) of the
Planning Act is being held to review the proposed
amendment to the District of Muskoka Official Plan of
the Muskoka Area (Growth Strategy) and to obtain
feedback from members of the public. The Open
House will include a presentation and displayed
information boards. The project team will also be
available for questions.

Tuesday, June 10, 2025
6:30-8:00 P.M.
In-person only

Council Chamber

District of Muskoka Administration Building
70 Pine Street, Bracebridge

Public Meeting Information

A proposed amendment to the District of Muskoka
Official Plan of the Muskoka Area (Growth Strategy)
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 17 and 22 of
the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990. A detailed explanation
of the purpose and effect of the proposed Official Plan
Amendment accompanies this notice. Given that the
amendments listed in this notice regulate the use of
lands at several locations within the geographic
boundaries of The District Municipality of Muskoka, a
key map has not been provided.

Thursday, June 19, 2025

1:00 P.M.

In-person and virtually

Council Chamber

District of Muskoka Administration Building

70 Pine Street, Bracebridge

See Page 2 for more information on how to participate
in the public meeting.

DISTRICT OF MUSKOKA
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THE DISTRICT OF MUSKOKA

More Public Meeting Information

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Any person or agency may attend the public meeting and/or make written or verbal representation either
in support of, or in opposition to, the proposed official plan amendment.

Back to Top

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Feedback on the proposed official plan amendment is recommended to be made in writing, preferably
before the public meeting date, but will be accepted any time prior to a decision being made by The
District of Muskoka Community and Planning Services Department at MOP@muskoka.on.ca.

If you would like to address Community and Planning Services Committee, in person or by video
conference, you may do so by attending the Public Meeting at the Council Chamber at 70 Pine Street, or
virtually via Zoom. If you wish to make a delegation, please register via email to clerk@muskoka.on.ca or
by phone at 705-645-2100 ext. 4253, no later than 12:00pm on June 17, 2025. There will be a portion of
the public meeting open to additional delegations, however pre-registration is strongly encouraged.
Please review this document for delegation details.

For those wishing to observe the proceedings (and not provide verbal comments), the District's webcast
can be accessed at the following link: https://video.isilive.ca/muskoka/live.html

AGENCY COMMENTS

Agencies (i.e. District of Muskoka, Lower Tier Municipalities, Utilities, and Ministries) wishing to make a
written submission should do so no later than June 17, 2025. Please Note: All comments and
submissions received will become part of the public record.

POSTING OF NOTICE AND NOTIFICATION OF DECISION

NOTIFICATION OF DECISION: If you wish to be notified of the decision of the District of Muskoka on
the proposed District Official Plan Amendment, you must make a written request to the District Clerk:

Amy Back, Clerk

District Municipality of Muskoka

70 Pine Street

Bracebridge, ON P1L 1N3 (705) 645-2100
clerk@muskoka.on.ca

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND MATERIAL, relating to the proposed official plan amendment is
available as indicated below.

For more information about these matters, including information about your appeal rights, contact:

The District of Muskoka Community and Planning Services Department
70 Pine Street, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1N3
In Person: By appointment only
Telephone: 705-645-2100 ext. 4467
Email: pedinfo@muskoka.on.ca

DISTRICT OF MUSKOKA
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Explanation and the Purpose and
Effect of the Proposed Official

Plan Amendment 63 (Growth
Strategy)

The purpose and effect of proposed Muskoka Official
Plan Amendment 63 (Growth Strategy) is to update
Muskoka Official Plan to reflect the Updated Growth
Strategy.

The Provincial Planning Statement designates the
upper-tier Municipality as responsible for identifying,
coordinating, and allocating population, dwelling, and
employment projections. This includes determining
areas for growth and setting targets for intensification
and redevelopment. Every five years, the District
updates its Growth Strategy in collaboration with the
Area Municipalities, outlining projections for how and
where growth will take place within the District.

The Growth Strategy Update provides a
comprehensive assessment of the District’s long-
term population, housing and employment growth
potential and urban land needs to the year 2051,
within the context of local and regional economic
conditions and growth drivers.

The proposed Official Plan Amendment 63 reflects
the Updated Growth Strategy and is aimed at
fostering sustainable long-term growth and
enhancing both urban and rural development within
the District.

The draft policies are available at the Engage
Muskoka page.

Dated at the Town of Bracebridge this 29th day of
May, 2025.

DISTRICT OF MUSKOKA K}
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Resolution of Council
City Council Meeting

Title: Bill 6, Safer Municipalities Act, 2025
Date: May 20, 2025
WHEREAS:

1. A municipality’s parks and open spaces are critical infrastructure that support a strong community,
and the public’'s shared and safe use of the municipality’s parks and open spaces is integral to ensuring
that support.

2. Ontario’s municipalities are struggling to maintain their parks and open spaces for their shared and
safe use by the public as a result of the increasing proliferation of encampments and illicit activities
related thereto.

3. Municipalities that enforce their standards regulating or prohibiting encampments in their parks and
open spaces must have regard to the availability of shelter space for those who need shelter.

4. On January 27, 2023, Justice Valente of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice rendered his judgment
in Waterloo (Regional Municipality) v. Persons Unknown and to be Ascertained (2023), [2023] O.J. No.
417 (Watertoo Decision) which declared that the municipality's by-law violated section 7 of the Charter
and was therefore inoperative insofar as it applied to prevent encampment residents from erecting
temporary shelters on a site when the number of homeless individuals in the region exceeded the
number of accessible shelter beds.

5. The Waterloo Decision’s analysis of the adequacy of shelter beds suggests an unworkable and
unclear standard that goes beyond the number of shelter spaces and that includes the requirement to
provide shelter spaces that must accommodate illicit drug use and other activities that could put shelter
residents, workers and volunteers at risk. The result is that municipalities are impaired in their
enforcement of their standards and have lost or are losing control of their parks and open spaces.

6. On December 12, 2024, the provincial government introduced Bill 242, Safer Municipalities Act,
2024. Among its various initiatives, Bill 242 proposed to amend section 2 of the Trespass to Property
Act by adding aggravating factors that must be considered in the court's determination of a penalty
under that section. However, the key challenge was that a municipality's exercise of its rights at
common law and under section 9 of the Trespass to Property Act to remove encampments from the
municipality’s parks and open spaces remained potentially subject to the unworkable and unclear
standard for the adequacy of shelter space suggested by the Waterloo Decision.

7. On January 13, 2025, Council of the City of Peterborough resolved to request the provincial
government to amend Bill 242 to clearly define a workable standard for shelter space for the purposes
of a municipality’s jurisdiction to enforce its standards regulating or prohibiting encampments in its
parks and open spaces.

8. Bill 242 died on the order paper as a result of the recent provincial election.

9. On April 30, 2025, the provincial Government re-introduced the legislation in the form of Bill 6, Safer
Municipalities Act, 2025. Bill 6 is substantively the same as Bill 242.

10. In these circumstances, municipalities continue to need provincial legislation that clearly defines a
workable standard for shelter space for the purposes of a municipality’s jurisdiction to enforce its
standards regulating or prohibiting encampments in its parks and open spaces.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved:
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1. That the provincial government be respectfully requested to amend Bill 6 to clearly ¢ ® ie a workable
standard for shelter space for the purposes of a municipality's jurisdiction to enforce its standards
regulating or prohibiting encampments in its parks and open spaces.

2. That, without limitation, Bill 6 provide that a municipality will have met the standard for shelter space
for the purposes of the municipality's jurisdiction to enforce its standards regulating or prohibiting
encampments in its parks and open spaces:

a) despite the establishment and enforcement of shelter rules including rules that prohibit drug use and
other activities that could put shelter residents, workers and volunteers at risk; and

b) if an official designated by the municipality is satisfied that the number of available shelter spaces is
at least equal to the aggregate of the number of individuals actually seeking shelter and the number of
individuals against whom the municipality is planning to enforce its standards regulating or prohibiting
encampments in its parks and open spaces.

3. That a copy of this resolution be sent to:

a) Peterborough - Kawartha MPP Dave Smith;

b) Honourable Doug Ford, Premier;

c) Honourable Robert Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing;

d) Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General;

e) Association of Municipalities of Ontario; and to

f) Councils of each of Ontario’s municipalities.

The above resolution, adopted by City Council is forwarded for your information and action, as required.
Thank you.

Gote Sy

John Kennedy, City Clerk
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May 29, 2025
Town of Mattawa
Township of Springwater
Town of Goderich

Via email

RE: Town of Petrolia Council support of opposition to strong mayor powers

During the May 26, 2025 regular meeting of council, council in response to correspondence received
from Goderich| Mattawa & Springwater the following resolution passed:

C-10 WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Petrolia has received correspondence from Goderich, Town of Mattawa and the Township of Springwater in
opposition to Strong Mayors Powers.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Petrolia acknowledge receipt of the letters circulated by Goderich, Mattawa,
and Springwater in opposition of Strong Mayors Powers and further that we support them and that a copy of this motion with a recorded vote be sent to them.

Moved By Liz Welsh, Seconded By Joel Field

Bill Clark For
Chad Hyatt For
Ross O'Hara Absent
Debb Pitel For
Liz Welsh (Moved By) For
Joel Field (Seconded By) For
Brad Loosley For
CARRIED.

recorded vote requested by Councillor Welsh

Kind regards,

Origial Sipred
Mandi Pearson
Director of Legislative Services | Clerk

cc:

Premier Doug Ford premier@ontario.ca

Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing rob.flack@pc.ola.org
MPP Bob Bailey, Sarnia-Lambton bob.bailey@pc.ola.org

Ontario Municipalities

Phone: (519)882-2350 e Fax: (519)882-3373 & Theatre: (800)717-7694

411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia, ON, NON 1RO

PETROLIA

www.town.petrolia.on.ca you'll be

':"!,./,l
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May 29, 2025
Municipality of Bluewater
Town of Petawawa
Town of Essex
North-Middlesex
Parry Sound
Zorra Township

Via email

RE: Town of Petrolia Council support of opposition to strong mayor powers

During the May 12, 2025 regular meeting of council, council in response to correspondence received
from the Municipality of Bluewater | Town of Petawawa | Town of Essex | North-Middlesex | Parry
Sound & Zorra Township the following resolution passed:

MOVED: Liz Welsh SECONDED: Joel Field

THAT the Town of Petrolia acknowledge receipt of the letters circulated by municipalities in relation to
opposition of strong mayor powers and acknowledge that we support them.

Carried

Bill Clark For
Chad Hyatt For
Ross O'Hara For
Debb Pitel For

Liz Welsh (Moved By) For
Joel Field (Seconded By) For
Brad Loosley Against
CARRIED.

recorded vote was requested by Mayor Loosley.

Kind regards,

Origial Sipred
Mandi Pearson
Director of Legislative Services | Clerk

cc:
Premier Doug Ford premier@ontario.ca
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing rob.flack@pc.ola.org
MPP Bob Bailey, Sarnia-Lambton bob.bailey@pc.ola.org
Ontario Municipalities

Phone: (519)882-2350 e Fax: (519)882-3373 & Theatre: (800)717-7694

411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia, ON, NON 1RO

PETROLIA

www.town.petrolia.on.ca
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Sent by Email
June 4, 2025

The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy
MPP Pickering-Uxbridge

1550 Kingston Rd., Suite 213
Pickering, ON L1V 1C3
peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org

Subject: Raising Ontario Works (OW) and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)

The Council of The Corporation of the City of Pickering considered the above matter at a Meeting
held on May 26, 2025 and adopted the following resolution:

WHEREAS individuals and families receiving income support through Ontario Works
(OW) and the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) are facing increasing
challenges in meeting basic needs due to rising costs of living;

And Whereas Statistics Canada notes that people with disabilities have a higher
poverty rate and a lower rate of employment than the overall population;

And Whereas the annual income support for Ontario Works is currently $8,796.00 and
$16,416.00 for Ontario Disability Support Program. These supports have not increased
sufficiently to keep up with inflation and the cost of living. Such costs are anticipated to
continue increasing;

And Whereas the low income measure for a single person in Greater Toronto Area is
estimated to be approximately $27,343 annually, and the deep income poverty threshold
is determined to be $20,508;

And Whereas Food Banks, including our local Food Banks, provide a necessary service
with increasing demands in our communities;

And Whereas the Pickering Food Bank served 1,722 adults, and 1,054 children in
February 2025;

And Whereas food banks are already reducing their distribution capacity; and it is
anticipated that due to developing economic circumstances, such as the current tariff
war, there will be increased unemployment, increased food prices, and a heightened
demand for food distribution, while donations continue to decline;

Pickering Civic Complex | One The Esplanade | Pickering, Ontario L1V 6K7
T.905.420.4611 | F. 905.420.9685 | Toll Free 1.866.683.2760 | clerks@pickering.ca | pickering.ca
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And Whereas these economic trends will continue to erode the purchasing power of
OW and ODSP recipients, increasing reliance on food banks and placing additional
pressure on municipalities and community organizations;

Now therefore it be resolved that the Council of The Corporation of the City of
Pickering directs through the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer:

1. That staff send a letter to the Premier of Ontario, Minister of Finance, Minister of
Children, Community and Social Services, and the Minister for Seniors and
Accessibility, to strongly urge that the Ontario Provincial Government significantly
raise the payments of Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program and
the increases be reflected in the upcoming Provincial Budget and that the
increased amount aligns with inflationary costs and thereby decrease the
pressure on food banks and the reliance on municipalities and taxpayers to
supplement the gap in financial need; and,

2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to all Members of Provincial
Parliament (MPPs), the Regional Municipality of Durham, all Municipalities in the
Province of Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their endorsement and
advocacy.

Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at
905.420.4660, extension 2019.

Yours truly

“lﬂ | A ‘!- Il'_ |

éusan Cassel
City Clerk

SC:am

Copy: Robert Cerjanec, MPP Ajax
Lorne Coe, MPP Whitby
Jennifer French, MPP Oshawa
Todd McCarthy, MPP Durham
Laurie Scott, MPP Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock
Alexander Harras, Regional Clerk, Region of Durham
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
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All Ontario Municipalities

Chief Administrative Officer
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Premier of Ontario, The Honorable Doug Ford (sent by email, premier@ontario.ca)

Provincial Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. MPP, Todd McCarthy (sent by
email, todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.orq)

Provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, MPP, Rob Flack (sent by email,
rob.flack@pc.ola.orq)

Sarnia Lambton Bkejwanong Provincial MPP, Bob Bailey (sent by email, bob.baileyco@pc.ola.org)

Sarnia Lambton Bkejwanong Federal MP, Marilyn Gladu (sent by email, marilyn.gladu@parl.gc.ca)

AMO (sent by email, amo@amo.on.ca)

All Municipalities (sent by email)

May 27t, 2025

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming, at its Planning Council
meeting on May 26h, 2025, passed the following motion calling for a pause of the enactment of BILL
5 PROTECT ONTARIO BY UNLEASHING OUR ECONOMY ACT 2025:

MOTION TO PAUSE BILL 5 PROTECT ONTARIO BY UNLEASHING OUR ECONOMY ACT 2025

Whereas the province has introduced Bill 5, Protect Ontario by unleashing our Economy 2025 which
is intended to speed up housing and economic development in Ontario.

And whereas the proposed legislation will include the repeal of the Endangered Species Act of 2007
and replace it with the Conservation Species Act of 2025.

And whereas the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks primarily manages the Act, The
Committee on the Status of Species in Ontario (COSSARQO) is responsible for assessing and
classifying species.

And whereas COSSARO is comprised of experts with scientific and traditional knowledge and
operates independently from the government ensuring impartial assessments of species at risk, the
provincial cabinet will now decide what species will remain or be removed from endangered,
concerned or at-risk status.
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And whereas the current law considers the habitat to be all the areas that the species relies on for
living, gathering food, migrating, hibernating and reproducing. The new law however, narrows that
definition to "a dwelling place, such as a den, nest or other similar place, that is occupied or
habitually occupied by one or more members of a species for the purposes of breeding, rearing,
staging, wintering or hibernating"

And whereas the legislation would gut environmental assessment processes, speed mining and
infrastructure development and take a "register-first, ask-questions-later" approach that would
allow developers to begin projects before their environmental implications are fully known and
allow for economic zones which will eliminate any environmental mitigation measures or
protections.

And whereas the legislation would eliminate provincial responsibility for federally listed migratory
birds and aquatic species because it says such birds and species are under federal jurisdiction,
even though the province has historically administered such duties.

And whereas the government will enhance funding for the Species Conservation Program, which
will see contributions more than quadruple to $20 million each year for on the ground projects that
directly support efforts to conserve and protect listed species, the funding will only go to projects in
regions that would otherwise not be considered viable for housing priorities, essentially allowing
for the extirpation of local ecoregions in Ontario.

And whereas while development is necessary for human progress, Bill 5 will pose significant
challenges to mitigating water, soil and air pollution; will overexploit natural resources, and
increase invasive species in each uniquely identified ecoregion in Ontario.

Now therefore be it resolved that the Council of Plympton-Wyoming urges the government to
pause the proposed legislation and maintain strong environmental laws that prevent extinction of
species and protect local ecoregions.

And furthermore, the Council of Plympton-Wyoming asks that the government recognize and
give meaningful consideration to ecoregions in Ontario through their unique perspectives and
preserve Ontario’s natural heritage systems in the application of any proposed updated provincial
legislation for the long-term growth, sustainability and well-being of our communities.

If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact me by
phone or email.

\
Mackenzie Baird
mbaird@plympton-wyoming.ca

Planning Technician
Town of Plympton-Wyoming

546 Niagara Street, PO Box 250 | Wyoming, ON, NON 1TO | 519-845-3939 | www.plympton-wyoming.com
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727
PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY + ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca
May 28, 2025

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 27, 2025 the following
resolution regarding Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025 was
carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 205-317
DATE: May 27, 2025
MOVED BY: Councillor MacNaughton

SECONDED BY: Councillor Hirsch

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting
Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial
changes to many Acts within one bill which undermine environmental
protections in order to "unleash the economy"; and

WHEREAS multiple inclusions will impact habitat, biodiversity protections and
environmental integrity without proper process including but not limited to:

e therepeal and replacement of the Endangered Species Act with a
weaker act;

e the creation of a Special Economic Zones Act which will permit
exemptions from legislated environmental protections;

e changes to provisions to the Mining Act which provide sweeping
powers to the Minister of Energy and Mines that are poorly defined,
subject to caprice, or possibly designed to enable exemption from
environment protection; and

WHEREAS proposed changes will override local planning authority, provincial
legislation, and bylaw enforcement for the benefit of specific preferred
proponents over the rights of Ontarians; and

WHEREAS First Nations citizens have an enshrined right to access their own
archeology and Canadians have an enshrined responsibility to seek free, prior
and informed consent from First Nation neighbours regarding land use; and
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY + ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

WHEREAS several proposed changes could imperil the health of lands and
water for which First Nations have traditional and treaty rights; and

WHEREAS the provisions of the Special Economic Zones Act are not clear
enough to ensure that there are adequate legal and environmental protections
to offset risks to Ontarians and First Nations members, to provide adequate
safeguards against bad faith environmental practice; and protect against
unsafe labour practice as identified by labour sector organizations; and

WHEREAS fairness is enshrined in both Canada's and Ontario's laws yet
proposed changes seem to permit prejudicial regulatory practice (e.g.
codifying permissions for "trusted proponents” over others); and

WHEREAS the wording of the changes to the Electricity Act seem to support
Canadian ownership of energy suppliers but appear to potentially restrict
development of specific types of energy and could impact local renewable
energy development; and

WHEREAS there is no evidence that undermining of environmental
protections, local legal frameworks, and the rights of First Nations
communities in Ontario are a necessary step to "unleash the economy”; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of
Prince Edward supports any regulation that could encourage energy providers
to Buy Canadian but urges the province to clarify the proposed provisions of
the Energy Act and ensure they foster local green energy development; and

THAT the province remove the elements in Bill 5 that would reduce current
environmental protections, reduce protections for species at risk, and reduce
legal protection from bad faith actors in special economic zones; and

THAT the Council of the County of Prince Edward urges the Province to
further define Special Economic Zones and their purpose with more clarity
and ensure that activities within such zones are equally subject to the local
and provincial laws that support all of Ontario and First Nations people and
foster our social, cultural and environmental prosperity;

AND FURTHERMORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of
Prince Edward expresses solidarity with the concerns of our neighbouring
community, Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte and members of the
Haudenosaunee Nation and support Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte and their
letter to the province of May 16th 2025, attached; and THAT this resolution be
shared with the Honourable Doug Ford, Premiere of Ontario; Stephen Lecce,
Minister of Energy and Mines; Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY # ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

Housing; Todd McCarthy Minister of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks; Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health; Tyler Allsopp,
Member of Provincial Parliament for Bay of Quinte; Chief Don Maracle,
Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte; AMO; ROMA; and the Municipalities of Ontario.

CARRIED

Yours truly,

/

,'/'

Victoria Leskie, CLERK
cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727
PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY + ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca
May 28, 2025

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 27, 2025 the following
resolution regarding "Strong Mayor" powers was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 205-316
DATE: May 27, 2025
MOVED BY: Councillor Engelsdorfer

SECONDED BY: Councillor MacNaughton

WHEREAS on May 1st, 2025, the Province of Ontario designated Prince
Edward County as a "Strong Mayor" community along with 168 other Ontario
communities, granting enhanced powers to the Mayor; and

WHEREAS Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance
at the municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and
weakening the fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and

WHEREAS "Strong Mayor" legislation violates the principles and meaning of
democracy, and local governance has, for generations, been built upon a
foundation of shared, democratic decision-making; and

WHEREAS elected representatives and citizens from many municipalities
throughout Ontario including several close neighbours such as Quinte West
have expressed significant concern regarding the imposition and
appropriateness of these powers; many councils have called for their repeal;
and many mayors throughout the province have publicly recommitted to
democracy by refusing to adopt "Strong Mayor" powers; and

WHEREAS Prince Edward County did not formally request or express a desire
to be designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and

WHEREAS the government justified the expansion as a tool to build more
housing, AMTCO has indicated there is no evidence that the legislation has
impacted housing starts in municipalities that have previously been granted
strong mayor powers; and
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY # ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

WHEREAS strong mayor powers create significant risks for municipal
integrity increased division in local discourse, the blurring of roles threatening
the neutrality of the unelected public service, and greater risk of improper
influence (or the appearance thereof) particularly regarding local planning and
development matters;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the County of Prince
Edward formally request that the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing recommit to the meaning and spirit of
democracy and rescind the Strong Mayor legislation;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the
Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Bay of
Quinte MPP Tyler Allsopp, AMO, ROMA, and all other Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED
Yours truly,

AL

Victoria Leskie, CLERK
cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Engelsdorfer
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Council Members

Mayor Neil Nicholson
D-Mayor Cathy Regier
Councillors:

Mark Bell

Connie Tabbert

Chris Olmstead
Micheal Moore

Joey Trimm

(613) 646282

P.O. Box 40,
44 Main Street
Cobden, ON
K0J 1K0

www.whitewaterregion.ca @

A

Honorable Rob Flack

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
777 Bay Street, 17th floor Toronto, Ontario
M7A 213

June 4, 2025

RE: Proposed Amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to Expand
Strong Mayor Powers and Duties to Additional
Municipalities

Dear Minister Flack,

Thank you for your letter dated April 9, 2025, regarding the
expansion of Strong Mayor Powers and Duties to the Township of
Whitewater Region. Our Council discussed this issue in an open
forum at our council meeting on May 22 and are firmly of the
belief that this effort undermines the value of collaboration
between the Mayor, Councillors, and Staff. Increasing the powers
of the Mayor eliminates shared decision making, create
divisiveness at the council table, and blurs the lines between
administrative and political roles. Our council believes that this
would result in an erosion of the democratic process at the
Municipal level, especially in small municipalities like Whitewater
Region.

Our council works as a cohesive unit, firmly focused on the goals
of advancing and encouraging growth and making our community
a wonderful place in which to live and invest. Each of member of
council brings their own set of skills, knowledge, values and
perspectives to achieve these goals, and has worked extremely
well together.

Since it was sworn in, our Council has been collectively focused on
advancing provincial priorities by delivering much needed housing,
building infrastructure that supports community growth and the
construction of new homes, including housing-enabling
infrastructure such as water and wastewater. The Township of
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Whitewater Region has grown significantly over the last decade
(the fourth fastest growing municipality in the County of Renfrew)
and, as a rural municipality, we have added a large amount of
new housing to meet market demands.

Whitewater Region has invested in our planning department with
delegated planning authorities from the County of Renfrew. With
a qualified planner, we can very quickly process most planning
matters with the exception of plans of subdivisions. With our
expanded building inspector staff, we have been able to reduce
permit processing times. We do all of this while keeping permits
and planning application fees suppressed, augmenting our
planning and building department with general taxation revenues
to support growth in our community and contribute to meeting
Provincial priorities.

Whitewater Region averages approximately 30 new single family
detached homes per year over the past 10 years. Although we
only have one of our rural communities with both water and
wastewater services, it is positioned well for additional
development; with one subdivision partly built out and a second
subdivision in its planning stages. This sizeable development is
constrained by water and wastewater services, stormwater
management and road access to the provincial highway.

Our challenge is not with the balance of power around our Council
table or our relationship with staff, it is that we simply do not
have the funds (or technical staff) needed to update or expand
our infrastructure services to support development. Whitewater
has implemented Development Charges as a means of raising
additional funds, and have purposefully suppressed them to
$5,000/home in order to promote affordable development.
Whitewater staff have applied to grants made available by the
Province of Ontario, but with no success. Our Council has plans to
use your governments’ increases to our OCIF and OMPF but these
only barely satisfy 20% of our existing Asset Management
Program shortfall. This shortfall was further exasperated when
OPP billing has increased at the same rate as our OMFP increases.
Whitewater Region simply cannot afford to support additional
development, let alone invest in our current infrastructure.
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Mayor Neil Nicholson
D-Mayor Cathy Regier
Councillors:

Mark Bell

Connie Tabbert

Chris Olmstead
Micheal Moore

Joey Trimm

(613646282

P.C. Box 40,
44 Main Street
Cobden, ON
K0J 1K0

www.whitewaterregion.ca @

In closing, our Council requests that the Ontario Government
excludes the Township of Whitewater Region from its proposed
amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to Expand Strong Mayor Powers
and Duties to Additional Municipalities, and work with us to
identify funding to support expansion of its infrastructure systems
to support existing and future residential and commercial growth.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Please feel free to contact me through our offices if you wish to
discuss this further.
Yours sincerely,

AL

Mayor Neil Nicholson
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Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Re: Resolution - Strong Mayor Powers Update

At its meeting of May 21, 2025, the Council of the Township of
Whitewater Region adopted the following resolution:

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed to
designate the Township of Whitewater Region as a
"Strong Mayor" community, granting enhanced powers to
the Mayor effective May 1, 2025; and,

WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the
balance of governance at the municipal level, undermining
the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the
fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and,
WHEREAS the Township of Whitewater Region has a long
history of collaborative, transparent, and accountable
local governance built upon a foundation of Council-
debate and shared decision- making; and,

WHEREAS many municipally elected officials across the
province and members of the public have expressed
significant concern regarding the imposition of these
powers; and,

WHEREAS the Township of Whitewater Region did not
formally request or express a desire to be designated
under the Strong Mayor framework; and,

WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected
officials across Ontario are questioning the
appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are
calling for its reconsideration or repeal;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Township
of Whitewater Region formally request that the Premier of
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Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
immediately remove the Township of Whitewater Region
from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong
Mayor legislation;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this
resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all regional Members of
Provincial Parliament, all Ontario municipalities, and the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their
awareness and support.

Carried - Resolution #2025-5335

Sincerely,

0 - f}'mLxL{Lm y

Carmen Miller
Clerk/CEMC
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IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER

COUNCIL SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO OUR FILE NO,

May 29, 2025

Honourable Doug Ford

Premier of Ontario

Premier's Office

Room 281, Legislative Building, Queen's Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Ford,
Windsor City Council, at its meeting held April 28, 2025 adopted the following resolution:

Decision Number: CR182/2025
WHEREAS the Province of Ontario, through O. Reg. 530/22 under the Municipal Act,

2001, designated the City of Windsor as a “Strong Mayor” community, granting enhanced
powers to the Mayor effective July 1, 2023; and,

WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance at the
municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the
fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and,

WHEREAS the City of Windsor has a long history of collaborative, transparent, and
accountable local governance built upon a foundation of Council-debate and shared
decision-making; and,

WHEREAS several members of Windsor City Council, as well as municipally elected
officials across the province and members of the public have expressed significant
concern regarding the imposition of these powers; and,

WHEREAS the City of Windsor did not formally request or express a desire to be
designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and,

WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across Ontario are
questioning the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are calling for its
reconsideration or repeal; and therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED that Windsor City Council FORMALLY REQUEST that the Premier of
Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing immediately REMOVE the City
of Windsor from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong Mayor legislation;
and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution BE SENT to the Premier of
Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all regional Members of Provincial
Parliament, all Ontario municipalities, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO) for their awareness and support.

Carried.

Your consideration to Windsor City Council’s resolution would be most appreciated.

Sincerely,

eve Vlachodimos
City Clerk/Licence Commissioner
SV/iwf

cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Mr. Andrew Dowie, Member of Provincial Parliament, Windsor-Tecumseh
Ms. Lisa Gretzky, Member of Provincial Parliament, Windsor West
Mr. Anthony Leardi, Member of Provincial Parliament, Essex
Association of Municipalities of Ontaric
All Ontario Municipalities
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