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C O R P O R A T I O N  O F  T H E  

TOWNSHIP OF BLACK RIVER – MATHESON 
367 FOURTH AVE, P.O. BOX 601, MATHESON, ON   P0K 1N0 

TELEPHONE (705) 273-2313)  EMAIL : brm@twpbrm.ca WEBSITE:  www.twpbrm.ca 

COMMUNITIES OF:  HOLTYRE – MATHESON – RAMORE – SHILLINGTON – VAL GAGNE  
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Jon Pegg        June 10, 2025 
Fire Marshal of Ontario 
Office of the Fire Marshal 
25 Morton Shulman Avenue 
Toronto, ON M3M 0B1     Via Email: Jon.Pegg@ontario.ca 

Dear Fire Marshal Pegg: 

Subject: Request for Exemption to Proposed Mandatory Firefighter Certification 
Requirements (O. Reg. 343/22) 

On behalf of the Council of the Township of Black River-Matheson, I am writing to 
express our concerns regarding the mandatory firefighter certification requirements 
under Ontario Regulation 343/22. 

At its meeting held on June 10th, Council passed the attached resolution formally 
opposing the implementation of these requirements. While we recognize and support 
the importance of firefighter training and safety, the regulation as it stands does not 
adequately reflect the operational realities of small, rural, and northern municipalities. 

Communities such as ours rely heavily on volunteer and composite fire departments 
that already face critical challenges in recruitment, training accessibility, and financial 
capacity.  

Specifically, we are burdened by: 

• Geographic barriers and long travel distances to accredited training centres,
• Inconsistent access to instructors and scheduling options,
• Limited budgets and competing capital demands,
• Difficulty in retaining and replacing volunteers due to increased regulatory

pressures.

Without additional support, flexibility, or exemption mechanisms, the implementation of 
O. Reg. 343/22 will severely compromise our ability to provide consistent, timely, and
effective fire protection to our residents.

Accordingly, the Council of the Township of Black River-Matheson respectfully requests 
that the Office of the Fire Marshal and the Ministry of the Solicitor General: 

mailto:brm@twpbrm.ca
http://www.blackriver-matheson.com/
mailto:Jon.Pegg@ontario.ca


The Miller Group, Mr. Darren Bouvier – September 30, 2022 

TOWNSHIP OF BLACK RIVER – MATHESON 
367 FOURTH AVE, P.O. BOX 601, MATHESON, ON   P0K 1N0 

COMMUNITIES OF:  HOLTYRE – MATHESON – RAMORE – SHILLINGTON – VAL GAGNE 
Page | 2 

1. Defer full implementation of the certification regulation for rural and northern 
municipalities, 

2. Provide exemptions or alternative compliance pathways tailored to the needs and 
limitations of small, remote fire services, 

3. Increase funding and training supports for municipalities outside major urban 
centres. 

 
We believe that a one-size-fits-all regulatory model will disproportionately and unfairly 
affect communities like ours. A more flexible, consultative approach is urgently needed. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. We would welcome further discussion 
and are open to participating in any future consultations or working groups aimed at 
resolving these challenges collaboratively. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dave Dyment, Mayor 
/hjl 
On behalf of the Council of Black River-Matheson 
 
 
Encl.: Resolution No.2025-214 – Council Opposition to O. Reg. 343/22 
 
CC: 
The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General – michael.kerzner@ontario.ca 
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario – premier@ontario.ca 
John Vanthof, MPP, Timiskaming—Cochrane – jvanthof-co@ndp.on.ca 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) – amo@amo.on.ca 
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) – admin@fonom.org 
All Ontario Municipalities 



Corporation of the Township of Black River - Matheson
367 Fourth Avenue
P.O. Box 601
Matheson, Ontario
P0K 1N0

ITEM # 2025-10.b)
RESOLUTION

DATE: June 10, 2025 2025-214

Moved by Councillor Steve Campsall
Seconded by Councillor Alain Bouchard

WHEREAS the Ontario government has enacted O. Reg. 343/22, establishing mandatory certification 
requirements for firefighters under the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997;

AND WHEREAS Council for the Township of Black River-Matheson acknowledges the importance of 
standardized firefighter training and safety;

AND WHEREAS these mandatory certification requirements pose significant challenges for small, 
rural, and northern municipalities due to limited financial and training resources, geographic barriers, 
and reliance on volunteer fire departments;

AND WHEREAS the implementation of these requirements without additional flexibility or support 
may negatively impact the Township’s ability to recruit and retain volunteer firefighters and provide 
adequate fire protection to its residents;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Corporation of the Township of Black 
River-Matheson formally opposes the mandatory firefighter certification requirements as currently 
outlined in O. Reg. 343/22;

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Solicitor General, Premier of Ontario, MPP 
John Vanthof, the Fire Marshal, AMO, FONOM, and all Ontario municipalities

 CARRIED  DEFEATED

CHAIR SIGNATURE

 Original        Amendment        Refer        Defer       Reconsider  Withdrawn

Recorded Vote-TO BE COMPLETED BY CLERK ONLY

YEAS NAYS
Mayor Dave Dyment
Councillor Allen
Councillor Charbonneau
Councillor Campsall
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Councillor McCutcheon
Councillor Gadoury
Councillor Bouchard

Hong Ji Lei
Town Manager/Clerk

Page 6 of 21



  Municipality of Bluewater • 14 Mill Avenue, Zurich, ON N0M 2T0 1 of 1 
     P: 519.236.4351 • F: 519.236.4329 • W: municipalityofbluewater.ca 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 June 6, 2025 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Legislative Building 
Queens Park 
TORONTO ON M7A 1A4 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
Dear Premier Ford: 
 
At  the Municipality of Bluewater’s regular Council meeting held on June 2, 2025, Council 
received a resolution distributed by the Town of LaSalle regarding the Northern Health Travel 
Grant Program. Please be advised that the Council of  the Municipality of Bluewater passed the 
following resolution: 
  
MOVED: Councillor Bailey SECONDED: Councillor Walden  
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Bluewater supports the resolution passed by the Town of 
LaSalle regarding the Northern Health Travel Grant Program; and  
 
THAT this resolution of support be circulated to all Ontario municipalities, Premier Doug Ford, Lisa 
Thompson, MPP for Huron Bruce, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Ms. Sylvia Jones. 
CARRIED. 
 
Attached is the resolution passed by the Town of LaSalle. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chandra Alexander 
Manager of Corporate Services/Clerk 
 
cc:  
Lisa Thompson, Huron-Bruce MPP 
Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier 
Jennifer Astrologo, Director of Council Services/Clerk 
Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 4, 2025 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Via Email: premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Northern Health Travel Grant Program 

Council of the Town of LaSalle, at its Regular Meeting held Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 
passed the following resolution: 

14/25 
Moved by: Deputy Mayor Akpata 
Seconded by: Councillor Renaud 

Whereas the Northern Health Travel Grant program (the “Program”) offers financial 
assistance to Northern Ontario residents who need to travel long distances for 
specialized medical services or procedures at a ministry funded health care facility; 

And Whereas, the grants for this Program are based on the distance residents must 
travel to reach the nearest medical specialist or ministry funded healthcare facility; 

And Whereas, residents must travel at least 100 kilometers one-way to access the 
nearest medical specialist or ministry-funded healthcare facility for services that are not 
available locally to qualify for the grant; 

And Whereas, there are many occasions in which residents of Windsor-Essex County 
must travel at least 100 kilometers one way to access health care facilities or services 
that are not available locally; And Whereas, there are four primary children’s hospitals 
across the province, located in London, Hamilton, Toronto and Ottawa, and none of 
these facilities are within 100 kilometers of Windsor-Essex County; 

And Whereas, it has been reported that more than 5,000 times each year pediatric 
patients across Windsor-Essex County must drive to London Health Sciences Centre for 
treatment at its Children’s Hospital, which places a financial strain on families and care-
givers; 
  

mailto:premier@ontario.ca


 

 

Now Therefore, the Town of LaSalle calls upon the Provincial Government and Ministry 
of Health to establish a grant system similar to the Northern Health Travel Grant 
program in Windsor-Essex County to provide support to the residents of Windsor-Essex 
County when they need to travel long distances for specialized medical services or 
procedures at ministry funded health care facilities; 

And that, this motion be circulated to all municipalities for support, Premier Doug Ford, 
MPP Anthony Leardi, MPP Andrew Dowie, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Ms. 
Sylvia Jones and all local municipalities. 

Carried. 

Please consider this letter as confirmation of the Town of LaSalle’s support of the above 
matter. 

Yours Truly, 

 

Jennifer Astrologo 
Director of Council Services/Clerk 
Town of LaSalle 
jastrologo@lasalle.ca 
 
Cc: (via email) 
MPP Anothony Leardi Anthony.Leardi@pc.ola.org 
MPP Andrew Dowie Andrew.Dowie@pc.ola.org 
MPP Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Sylvia Jones sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario resolutions@amo.on.ca 
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:jastrologo@lasalle.ca
mailto:Anthony.Leardi@pc.ola.org
mailto:Andrew.Dowie@pc.ola.org
mailto:sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org
mailto:mleo@mleoa.ca
mailto:resolutions@amo.on.ca
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 June 6, 2025 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Legislative Building 
Queens Park 
TORONTO ON M7A 1A4 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
 
Dear Premier Ford: 
 
At the Municipality of Bluewater’s regular Council meeting held on June 2, 2025, Council passed 
the following resolutions: 
 
MOVED: Councillor Whetstone SECONDED: Councillor Hessel  
WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has designated Municipality of Bluewater as a "Strong Mayor" 
community, granting enhanced powers to the Mayor effective May 1, 2025; and,  
 
WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance at the municipal 
level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the fundamental 
democratic principle of majority rule; and,  
 
WHEREAS the Municipality of Bluewater did not formally request or express a desire to be 
designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and,  
 
WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across Ontario are questioning 
the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are calling for its reconsideration or repeal;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Bluewater Council formally request that the Premier of 
Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing immediately remove the Municipality of 
Bluewater from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong Mayor legislation;  
 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Lisa Thompson, MPP for Huron Bruce, all Ontario 
municipalities, Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), and the Association of Municipalities 
(AMO) for their awareness and support. CARRIED  
 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
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Sincerely, 

 
Chandra Alexander 
Manager of Corporate Services/Clerk 
 
cc:  
Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Lisa Thompson, Huron-Bruce MPP 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
Association of Municipalities (AMO) 
All Ontario municipalities 



 

June 16, 2025 

Re: Item for Discussion – Road Salt Usage 

At its meeting of June 11, 2025, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Bracebridge ratified motion #24-
GC-068, regarding Road Salt Usage, as follows: 

“WHEREAS chloride concentrations have increased by at least 0.5 mg/L in 80 of 274 (29%) of the 
lakes sampled by the District of Muskoka between 2018 and 2022, and by 15-fold in Lake Muskoka 
since 1970;  

AND WHEREAS Queen’s University scientist, Dr. Shelley Arnott, a leader in global research on 
the effects of road salt on lakes, has demonstrated that in Muskoka lakes, some important aquatic 
organisms are negatively affected at chloride exposure levels as low as 10 mg/L, far below the 120 
mg/L long term or chronic exposure guideline;  

AND WHEREAS roughly one quarter of lakes sampled by the District Municipality of Muskoka now 
have chloride levels above 10 mg/L; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Bracebridge: 

1. Commits to ongoing efforts toward the reduction of road salt as much as possible, while
maintaining safety on roads, including public reporting on annual use, supporting local
efforts to research the ongoing impacts of road salt, and assisting education efforts.

2. Urges the Province of Ontario to work urgently with key stakeholders to develop limited
liability legislation, including enforceable contractor training and a single set of provincially-
endorsed standard Best Management Practices for snow and ice management on private
lands; and to create and fund an expert stakeholder advisory committee to advise the
Province and municipalities on the best courses of action to protect freshwater ecosystems,
drinking water and infrastructure from the impacts of salt pollution.

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario; the Ontario 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; the Attorney General of Ontario; the 
Muskoka-Parry Sound MPP; Conservation Ontario; the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; the 
Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario, the District Municipality of 
Muskoka; and other lower-tier municipalities in Muskoka.” 

In accordance with Council’s direction, I am forwarding you a copy of the resolution for your reference. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide any additional clarification in this regard. 

Yours truly 

Lori McDonald 
Director of Corporate Services/Clerk 



 Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury 

 100 Dissette St., Unit 7&8 

 P.O. Box 100, Bradford, Ontario, L3Z 2A7 

 Telephone: 905-775-5366 

 Fax: 905-775-0153 
 

 www.townofbwg.com 

 
June 17, 2025          VIA EMAIL                                                                            
 
 
Re: Advocacy for Increased Income Support Thresholds for Canadian Veterans 
 
At its Regular Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, June 3, 2025, the Town of  
Bradford West Gwillimbury Council ratified the following motion: 
  

Resolution 2025-185 
Moved by: Councillor Harper 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury recognizes the selfless service and 
enduring sacrifices made by Canadian Armed Forces veterans in the defence of our country 
and values;   
 
WHEREAS the 2021 Census, conducted by Statistics Canada, identified more than 460,000 
veterans residing across Canada, a significant population segment deserving of 
comprehensive, accessible, and modernized federal support;   
 
WHEREAS Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) currently administers income support programs to 
assist veterans in need, including the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program;   
 
WHEREAS the eligibility threshold for the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program which 
was created in 2019—set at $20,000 annually for a single-person household—fails to reflect 
today’s economic reality, particularly in light of inflation, soaring housing costs, and the 
general increase in cost of living;   
 
WHEREAS such low eligibility thresholds may disincentivize employment and community 
participation by penalizing veterans for earning beyond an outdated benchmark, thereby 
discouraging reintegration and contribution to civic life;   
 
WHEREAS it is the duty of all levels of government to stand in unified support of our veterans 
and to advocate for policy changes that enable them to live with dignity and financial 
stability;   
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Council of the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury 
formally calls on the Government of Canada and all federal parties to increase the eligibility 
threshold for the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program from $20,000 to no less than 
$40,000 annually for a single-person household; and   
 
THAT Council urges Veterans Affairs Canada to review all income support programs with the 
intent to modernize eligibility criteria in line with the current cost of living across Canada;    



 

 www.townofbwg.com Page 2 of 2 

THAT this motion be formally endorsed and sent to:    
• The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada;    
• The Honourable Jill McKnight, Minister of Veterans Affairs;    
• The Honourable Andrew Scheer, Acting Leader of the Official Opposition    
• Scot Davidson, Member of Parliament for New Tecumseth-Gwillimbury;    
• All 444 municipalities across the Province of Ontario;   
• The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and the Association of Municipalities 

of Ontario (AMO) for broader distribution and endorsement; and  
 
THAT a copy of this resolution be published on the Town’s official website and communicated 
through the Town's official channels to raise awareness and gather public support.    
 
 
Regards, 

 
Tara Reynolds 
Clerk, Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury 
(905) 775-5366 Ext 1104 
treynolds@townofbwg.com  
 
CC: Hon. Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada 
 Hon. Jill McKnight, Minister of Veterans Affairs 
 Hon. Andrew Scheer, Acting Leader of the Official Opposition    
 Scot Davidson, MP New Tecumseth-Gwillimbury 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
 The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 

mailto:treynolds@townofbwg.com


















Council Meeting

Motion # 05/14/2025 - 10
Title: Motion to Address the Expansion of Strong Mayor Powers
Date: Wednesday, May 14, 2025

Moved by: Rory Cavanagh
Seconded by: Stellina Williams

Whereas the Ontario government has granted ‘strong mayor powers’ to 170 additional municipalities
under this legislation with an intent to accelerate provincial priorities, streamline processes, and
increase accountability and

Whereas the Municipality of Kincardine recognizes the opportunity to address these outcomes without
exercising ‘strong mayor powers’; and

Whereas ‘strong mayor powers’ include anti-democratic principles that will result in the centralization of
power, erosion of local democracy and democtratic participation, reduced accountability, and the
potential for the abuse of power as expressed by many other municipalities as well as political and
administrative municipal associations in Ontario; and

Whereas the expansion of ‘strong mayor powers’ undermines the collaborative nature of municipal
governance and the decision-making processes, and diminishes the role of elected municipal
councillors in representing the diverse interests of the ratepayers and broader community, if mayors
are given the ability to bypass council decisions without adequate consultation or oversight; now
therefore be it

Resolved that the Council of the Municipality of Kincardine hereby opposes ‘strong mayor powers’; and

That the Council formally expresses its opposition to the Ontario government’s decision to expand
‘strong mayor powers’ in favour of preserving local democracy, transparency, and accountability; and

That the Council encourages advocacy for democratic principles and for municipal governance
systems that prioritize collaboration, inclusivity, and democratic engagement; and

That the Council formally requests that the Ontario government rescind these Strong Mayor Powers
from the Municipality of Kincardine; and

That Council adopt the principles of accelerating provincial priorities, streamline processes, and
increase accountability – recognizing ‘strong mayor powers’ are not needed in order to address these
goals; and further be resolved



That a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Province, the other 170 municipalities granted Strong
Mayor Powers, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario.

Carried.

______________________________________
Clerk

Jennifer Lawrie



  

 

June 11, 2025 

Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park  
Toronto, ON  M7A 1A1 
premier@ontario.ca 
 
Sent Via Email  

Re: Bill 5, Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 

Council of the Town of LaSalle, at its Regular Meeting held Tuesday, June 10, 2025, 
passed the following resolution: 

146/25  
Moved by: Councillor Burns 
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Akpata 

“That the correspondence from the Township of The Archipelago regarding Bill 5, 
Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 be supported.” 
 

Carried.  

Please consider this letter as confirmation of the Town of LaSalle’s support of the above 
matter. 

Yours Truly, 

 
Jennifer Astrologo 
Director of Council Services/Clerk 
Town of LaSalle 
jastrologo@lasalle.ca 

Encl. 
 
cc: (via email) 
Hon. Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier of Ontario  
Hon. Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines  
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing  
Hon. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation  
MPP Anthony Leardi  
MPP Andrew Dowie  
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)  
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Corporation of The Township of The Archipelago
Council Meeting 

Agenda Number: 15.7. 
Resolution Number 25-086 
Title: Bill 5, Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 
Date: Friday, May 23, 2025 

Moved by: Councillor Barton 
Seconded by: Councillor Manners 

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our 
Economy Act, 2025, which proposes significant changes to environmental legislation, including the 
replacement of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 with the significantly weaker Species Conservation 
Act, 2025, and would grant the Premier and Cabinet unprecedented powers to override provincial and 
municipal laws – including laws that protect public health, farmland, and the natural systems that 
safeguard communities from extreme weather events; and 

WHEREAS The Township of The Archipelago’s strategic priorities include protecting and preserving 
our unique and high-quality natural environment, and delivering municipal services in a responsible, 
sustainable, cost-effective, and efficient manner; and 

WHEREAS The Township of The Archipelago supports the goals of responsible economic growth and 
increased housing supply; and 

WHEREAS nature is not red tape – it is the economic driver of our region, and is central to Canadian 
culture, identity, and economy; protecting nature is essential for building resilient communities and 
upholding the sovereignty and stewardship of Indigenous peoples; and 

WHEREAS Bill 5 will undermine critical environmental, species, and heritage protection laws, 
introducing significant economic, environmental, social, and cultural uncertainty, endangering Ontario’s 
249 at-risk species, and potentially infringing on the legal and constitutional rights of the Ontario public 
– especially Indigenous communities that are disproportionately affected by such actions; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council for the Township of The Archipelago hereby 



 
 
 

 

 

opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would undermine environmental safeguards, Indigenous rights, or 
local planning authority, and urge the Province to withdraw the Bill; and 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that Council urges the Province of Ontario to pursue housing and 
infrastructure development through policies that maintain robust environmental protections and respect 
local planning regimes; and 

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED THAT this resolution be sent to The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of 
Ontario; The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier; The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing; The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks; The Honourable Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation; The 
Honourable Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines; The Honourable Graydon Smith, MPP Parry 
Sound-Muskoka; The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); The Federation of Northern 
Ontario Municipalities (FONOM); The Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA); and all 
Ontario municipalities; Chief Adam Pawis, all Township of The Archipelago Ratepayer Associations; 
and to other environmental organizations. 

Carried 







 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

June 13, 2025 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of June 10, 2025 the following 
resolution regarding support of advocacy to the Federal Government for 'disability without 
poverty' was carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-345 

DATE:  June 10, 2025 

MOVED BY:  Councillor Roberts 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor Branderhorst 

WHEREAS one in four Ontarians lives with a disability; and 

WHEREAS the median household income in Prince Edward County ($75K) is already 
well below both the Basic Living Income and the Ontario Median Household Income 
($84K); and 

WHEREAS persons with disabilities are twice as likely to live in poverty and would 
already require an average of 30% more income just to reach the poverty line; and 

WHEREAS the new federal benefit for people with disabilities (about $200/month) and 
called the Canada Disability Benefit) is about to be rolled out; and 

WHEREAS the Federal government has yet to exempt this new federal benefit from 
being considered income for federal tax purposes, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

THAT the Mayor be requested to communicate with Prime Minister Carney that the 
Council of the County of Prince Edward calls on the Government of Canada to 
commit to exempting the Canada Disability Benefit from income tax and work 
towards supporting Canadians with a disability to live without poverty; 

THAT Prime Minister Carney be requested to publicly confirm his government's 
commitment to making that legislative change as soon as possible; and 

THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the federal Minister of Finance, the 
federal Minister of Health, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Prince Edward 
Lennox and Addington Social Services, the Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
(ROMA), the Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC) and all municipalities in the 
Province of Ontario. 

CARRIED 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20%7C%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  |  www.thecounty.ca 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Victoria Leskie, CLERK 

cc:  Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Branderhorst, and Adam 
Goheen, Interim CAO 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20%7C%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

 
Township of Puslinch  

7404 Wellington Road 34 
Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0 

www.puslinch.ca 
 

June 18, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RE:  Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act 2025 
 
Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on May 28, 2025 
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was resolved: 
 

Resolution No. 2025-167:    Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
     Seconded by Councillor Hurst 

 

That the Consent Agenda item 6.9 and 6.10 be received for information; and 
 
Whereas the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by 
Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to 
environmental planning legislation, including the repeal of the Endangered Species Act 
and the creation of “Special Economic Zones” that may override local planning 
authority; and 
 
Whereas the Township of Puslinch supports increasing housing supply and economic 
growth, but believes this must be achieved without undermining environmental 
protections or compromising the integrity of municipal planning processes; and 
 

Hon. Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
VIA EMAIL:  
premier@ontario.ca 
 

Hon. Rob Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing  
VIA EMAIL:   
rob.flack@pc.ola.org 

 
Hon. Todd McCarthy 
Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation 
and Parks 
VIA EMAIL:  
todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org 

 
MPP Joseph Racinsky  
Wellington-Halton Hills 
VIA EMAIL:   
joseph.racinsky@pc.ola.org 

http://www.puslinch.ca/
mailto:premier@ontario.ca
mailto:rob.flack@pc.ola.org
mailto:todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org
mailto:joseph.racinsky@pc.ola.org


 

Whereas Bill 5, as proposed, risks weakening safeguards for Ontario’s natural heritage 
and reducing the role of municipalities in managing growth in a responsible and locally 
informed manner; 
 
Now therefore be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Puslinch: 
 

• Opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would reduce environmental 
protections or override municipal planning authority; 

• Urges the Province of Ontario to advance housing and infrastructure growth 
through policies that respect sound environmental planning principles and 
uphold the planning tools available to local governments; 

• Opposes the use of Bill 5 that may reduce a municipality’s ability to enforce 
its local by-laws (planning and other affected by-laws);  

• Opposes the potential use of Bill 5 to supersede Ministry jurisdiction to 
require proper approvals such as ARA licences or ECAs; and 

• Opposes the potential use of Bill 5 to apply a SEZ to lands that are already 
licenced through provincial approvals such as an ARA licence or ECA to 
supersede requirements under those licenses or approvals.  

• Directs that this resolution be forwarded to: 
1. The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
2. The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
3. The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks 
4. MPP Joseph Racinsky   
5. The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
6. All Ontario municipalities for their awareness and consideration. 
7. All Conservation Authorities in Ontario 
8. Conservation Ontario 

CARRIED 
As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your information 
and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Justine Brotherston  
Municipal Clerk 
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Monika Farncombe

From: Jennifer E. Willoughby <jwilloughby@shelburne.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2025 9:50 AM
To: rob.flack@pc.ola.org; sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org; premier@ontario.ca; 

todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org
Cc: policy@amo.on.ca; Minister (MMAH); romachair@roma.on.ca; Alice Byl
Subject: Town of Shelburne - Responsible Growth and Opposition to Elements of Bill 5

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization. Allow sender | Block sender | 
Report  

 
Good Morning  
 
At the May 12, 2025, meeting of Shelburne Town Council, the following resolution was passed 
unanimously  
 
Moved By: Councillor Len Guchardi  
Seconded By: Councillor Lindsay Wegener  
 
Whereas the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our 
Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to environmental planning legislation, 
including the repeal of the Endangered Species Act and the creation of “Special Economic Zones” 
that may override local planning authority;  
 
And Whereas the Town of Shelburne supports increasing housing supply and economic growth, but 
believes this must be achieved without undermining environmental protections or compromising the 
integrity of municipal planning processes;  
 
And Whereas Bill 5, as proposed, risks weakening safeguards for Ontario’s natural heritage and 
reducing the role of municipalities in managing growth in a responsible and locally informed manner;  
 
Now Therefore Be It Resolved That Council for the Town of Shelburne:  
 

 Opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would reduce environmental protections or override 
municipal planning authority;  

 
 Urges the Province of Ontario to advance housing and infrastructure growth through policies 

that respect sound environmental planning principles and uphold the planning tools available 
to local governments;  

 
 Urges the Province to support municipalities through ensuring responsible growth through 

infrastructure projects designed to ensure protection of sensitive wildlife and natural resources; 
 
And Directs that this resolution be forwarded to:  
 

 The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario,  
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 The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing,  
 

 The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks,  
 

 Sylvia Jones, MPP for Dufferin–Caledon,  
 

 The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO),  
 

 All Ontario municipalities for their awareness and consideration,  
 

 All Conservation Authorities in Ontario,  
 

 Conservation Ontario  
 

CARRIED; Mayor Wade Mills  
 
Thank You  
 
Jennifer Willoughby, Director of Legislative Services/Clerk  
Phone: 519-925-2600 ext 223 I Fax: 519-925-6134 I jwilloughby@shelburne.ca  
Town of Shelburne I 203 Main Street East, Shelburne ON L9V 3K7  
www.shelburne.ca  
 



   Resolution 

 
Meeting Date: May 12, 2025 
Resolution No. 2025-093 
 
Moved: Councillor Prendergast 
Seconded: Councillor Andrews 
 
Responsible Growth and Opposition to Elements of Bill 5 
 
Whereas the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by 
Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to 
environmental planning legislation, including the repeal of the Endangered Species Act 
and the creation of “Special Economic Zones” that may override local planning 
authority; and 
 
Whereas the Town of Orangeville supports increasing housing supply and economic 
growth, but believes this must be achieved without undermining environmental 
protections or compromising the integrity of municipal planning processes; and 
 
Whereas Bill 5, as proposed, risks weakening safeguards for Ontario’s natural heritage 
and reducing the role of municipalities in managing growth in a responsible and locally 
informed manner; 
 
Now therefore be it resolved that Council for the Town of Orangeville: 

• Opposes the provisions in Bill 5 that would reduce environmental protections or 
override municipal planning authority; 

• Urges the Province of Ontario to advance housing and infrastructure growth 
through policies that respect sound environmental planning principles and uphold 
the planning tools available to local governments; 

• Directs that this resolution be forwarded to: 
o The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
o The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
o The Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks 
o The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier, Minister of Health and 

MPP for Dufferin–Caledon 
o The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
o All Ontario municipalities for their awareness and consideration. 

 
Result: Carried Unanimously 



                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                    
 

 
  
 

      

  

It’s time to revoke Municipal support for TC 
Energy’s Pumped Storage Project. 

 



Save Georgian Bay is calling on Meaford, Owen Sound, and Grey Bruce Councils 
to revoke their conditional support for TC Energy’s proposed open-loop pumped 
storage project. 

 

In 2023 and 2024, the Councils expressed support for the project based on the 
understanding that it would undergo a thorough and independent 
environmental impact assessment to ensure the protection of local ecosystems 
and public health. 

However, it is now clear that the expectations upon which their conditional 
support was based will not be met: 

• In a presentation to Meaford’s Pumped Storage Advisory Committee, the federal Impact 
Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) admitted that its scope is narrow and that the IA 
process focuses only on federally recognized interests (like migratory birds and fish habitats) 
and does not consider broader public health concerns, such as potential contamination of 
drinking water, noise, dust, or CO2 emissions from traffic and construction. 

• Since then, the federal government has withdrawn oversight for major infrastructure projects 
such as TC Energy’s pumped storage proposal altogether, announcing in March 2025 that 
provinces alone will decide on major infrastructure projects. 

• The Ontario government is now advancing Bill 5, legislation that would dismantle the 
remaining environmental protections, including those in the Endangered Species Act, and 
allow projects like TC Energy’s to proceed without proper review or accountability. 

 

These major shifts remove all meaningful environmental oversight for TC 
Energy’s proposed project, nullifying the conditions of the resolutions and 
necessitating the Councils to revoke their conditional support for TC 
Energy’s proposal. 

This is a critical moment for leadership and an opportunity for our elected 
leaders to reaffirm their commitment to environmental stewardship. 

Take action: Send a letter to Council demanding that they revoke their 
conditional support for TC Energy’s proposal. 

 

CLICK HERE TO SEND YOUR LETTER  

  
 

        

 

   

https://savegeorgianbay.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4cc49689b3d798d477c59e9b2&id=dfddcef255&e=1a277a4179


Stay informed. 
 

The Municipality of Meaford 
is hosting a public meeting to 
share details about the 
proposed Community 
Benefits By-law on June 16th 
at 6pm. 

 

This by-law would set out 
rules and guidelines for large 
projects that are not covered 
by the Planning Act, such as 
TC Energy’s proposed 
pumped storage project.  

 

More information at 
www.meaford.ca/cba 

  

  

 

        

 

The Ontario Planning Act is the provincial law that governs how land is used, 
developed, and protected across Ontario. It outlines who makes planning decisions, 
how development proposals are reviewed, and how the public can participate in 
shaping their communities. 

However, some large-scale projects—such as TC Energy’s proposed pumped storage 
facility—are exempt from the Planning Act’s standard requirements. That’s why 
Meaford is developing a new by-law with an intention to fill those gaps, assess local 
impacts, and ensure meaningful community benefits. 

This by-law will be Meaford’s main tool for managing the local impacts of major 
projects. It must be strong, clear, and enforceable. Save Georgian Bay is offering the 
following constructive feedback to help improve the current draft: 

 

 

https://savegeorgianbay.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4cc49689b3d798d477c59e9b2&id=b0086b4856&e=1a277a4179


Environmental and Community Protection 

• The by-law lacks a clear commitment to protecting the environment and 
residents. We recommend it include language consistent with Meaford’s 
“environment first” vision and previously adopted policy statements. 

• Developers must be accountable for immediate repair and remediate any 
harm caused by their activities. Enforcement mechanisms and penalties 
should be clearly outlined. 

• The by-law should require comprehensive impact assessments—including 
environmental, social, infrastructure, and community—before project 
approval. With weakened provincial and federal oversight, this may be the only 
opportunity to assess risks. 

Community Consent 

• The by-law should include a requirement for meaningful community input—
such as surveys—to measure public willingness to host such a project. 

Fair and Transparent Financial Requirements  

• Economic benefits must be clearly defined and proportionate to the risks and 
sacrifices borne by the host community. 

• Current language around cost recovery is vague. The by-law should explicitly 
state that all municipal costs, at the sole discretion of the Municipality, must 
be covered by the developer—not just those the developer agrees to. 

Clarity and Transparency 

• Ambiguous phrases like “as early as possible” should be replaced with firm, 
enforceable deadlines and specific requirements. 

• Developers should be required to submit a detailed, long-term project 
overview that includes: The project’s purpose, design expectations, 
construction and operation plans, funding model, ownership and lifecycle 
responsibilities, etc.  

Please join us at 6pm on June 16th at Meaford Hall to learn more and help shape a by-
law that will support and protect our community and our environment. 

 

   



Get Your New 
Lawn Sign! 
 

The movement to stop TCE’s 
Pumped Storage Project is 
growing — thanks to the 
energy and dedication of 
people like you. Every letter, 
every conversation, every 
donation makes a 
difference. 

 

We have new lawn signs 
available for those who want 
to show their support. 

  

  

 

        

 

���������� Let your community know where you stand — and help keep the 
momentum going. 

 
��� Live near Georgian Bay or the Escarpment? Consider taking a few extra 
signs to share with neighbours or distribute in your area. It’s a simple way to 
keep the issue front and center. 

 

���� To request signs, just reach out: Email Mike McTaggart at 
mikemct9@gmail.com 

 

Thank you for being such a vital part of this effort! 
  
 

mailto:mikemct@gmail.com?subject=Yes!%20I%20want%20to%20show%20my%20support%20for%20Save%20Georgian%20Bay%20with%20a%20Lawn%20Sign!&body=


Share your thoughts with the Pumped Storage 
Advisory Committee. 

 

The Meaford Pumped Storage Advisory Committee was convened a year ago to 
serve the Council of the Municipality of Meaford as an advisory body regarding 

the proposed TC Energy pumped storage project. PSAC’s purpose is to 
understand potential project benefits and impacts, foster meaningful 

community engagement, and explore community interests and concerns.  

Plainly stated, the purpose of PSAC is not to evaluate the need for energy 
storage or consider the arguments for or against the project. So we should not 

be relying on the committee to stop the project. It’s up to all of us—residents, 
citizens, and community members—to raise our voices and act.  

Want to share your thoughts about the project’s impact on our community 
with PSAC? Send them an email or, better yet, request an opportunity to 

speak at a meeting! pumpedstorage@meaford.ca 
  

        

 

Please consider donating. 
Our dedicated volunteers power Save Georgian Bay's crucial work, and your 

financial support allows us to do the work we do. Visit our website 
savegeorgianbay.ca to donate. 

Your support makes all the difference. Thank you! 
 

 

        

  
 

mailto:pumpedstorage@meaford.ca
https://savegeorgianbay.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4cc49689b3d798d477c59e9b2&id=d584130065&e=1a277a4179


 52 Frank Street, 
  Strathroy ON N7G 2R4 
  Phone: 519-245-1070;  
  Fax: 519-245-6353 

www.strathroy-caradoc.ca 

June 02, 2025 

To all Ontario Municipalities, AMO, ROMA and FCM: 

Re: In Support of: Bill 5- Risks to your communities and support requested 

Moved: Councillor Derbyshire 
Seconded: Mayor Grantham 
THAT: Council support the Chatham-Kent Resolution for opposition of this section of Bill 5. 
Result: Carried 

As Mayor of the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, I am sharing this motion to bring to 
your attention the potential risks to your communities and ask for your support to 
oppose this approach. The following motion was approved yesterday, May 12, 2025: 

 “Whereas 29831 Irish School Road in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent is a 
property approximately 800 metres from the Town of Dresden;   

And Whereas the property contain small fill areas used for historic local landfill 
purposes, and the property has never been properly studied or zoned for any 
significant landfilling use;   

And Whereas the current property owners are attempting to create a new recycling 
and landfill facility for millions of tonnes of waste, which would result in hundreds of 
trucks travelling through towns and communities in the area;  

And Whereas this approach has been strongly opposed by Council, the Community, 
neighbouring Indigenous Nations and many other voices, due to impacts to the 
environment, our homes, the safety of our families and children, and the fabric of our 
communities; 

 And Whereas the Provincial government has proposed Bill 5, which includes a 
section removing the obligation for a full Environmental Assessment for this new 
landfill and recycling facility;  

And Whereas if this limited, historic local landfill use on the edge of Dresden can be 
expanded into a massive landfill and recycling facility, then this can happen 
anywhere; 

http://www.strathroy-caradoc.ca/


 And Whereas there are likely hundreds of properties across the Province that may 
have had limited, historic waste uses, which could also face this threat; 

 And Whereas Bill197 established a veto for Municipalities within 3.5 kms of a new 
landfill, which reflected the need for local government and community approval of 
landfill sites;  

And Whereas the approach being taken for this property disregards the importance 
of our rural communities, and local voices, in determining appropriate landfill sites 
within their communities: 

Now Therefore to ensure that other Municipal Councils and communities know 
about what is happening in Dresden, and the potential risk to their community if this 
approach is taken by the Province, Council requests that the Mayor’s Office write a 
letter to all other Ontario Municipalities, AMO, ROMA and FCM:   

1. Advising them of this issue and the risks to their community if a similar approach is
taken for other historic landfill properties; the possibility of the Ontario government
setting a precedence and

2. Requesting their support in opposing this approach and ensuring that full
Environmental Assessments are required for all landfills and that municipalities have
a strong voice in determining appropriate locations for landfills in their communities.”

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Colin Grantham, Mayor 
Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc 



Resolution No.

Title:

Date:

Munieipality of Tweed Couneil Meeting
Council Meeting

y\
Notices of Motion

Tuesday,June 10,2025
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Moved by

Seconded by

D. DeGenova

J. Palmateer

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
WHEREAS under Ontario Regulation 391/21 :BIue Box producers are fully accountable and financially
responsible for their products and packaging once they reach their end of life and are disposed of, for
'eligible' sources only;
AND WHEREAS 'ineligible' sources, which producers are not responsible for, include businesses,
places of worship, daycares, campgrounds, public-facing and internal areas of municipal-owned
buildings, and not-for-profit organizations, such as shelters and food banks;
AND WHEREAS failure to include 'ineligible sources under the Ontario Regulation 391/21:6lue Box
program is in essence a provincial tax on ineligible sources;
AND WHEREAS should a municipality continue to provide services to the 'ineligible sources, the
municipality will be required to oversee the collection, transportation, processing of the recycling,
assuming 100% of the cost which amounts to yet another provincial municipal download;
NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED THAT the Municipality of Tweed Council hereby request that
the province amend Ontario Regulation 391/21:8lue Box so that producers are responsible for the end-
of-life management of recycling product from all sources;
AND FURTHER THAT Council hereby request the support of all Ontario Municipalities;
AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario,
the h-lonourable Todd Mccarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks, Mike Harris,
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, Ric Bresse, Member of Provincial Parliament for hlastings-
Lennox and Addington, Minister of Affairs and Housing, Rob Flack and all Ontario Municipalities.

Carried



Office of the City Clerk 
Woodstock City Hall 

P.O. Box1539 
500 Dundas Street 

Woodstock, ON 
N4S 0A7 

Telephone 519-539-1291 

June 6, 2025 

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

Via email: premier@ontario.ca 

Re:  Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025 

At the regular meeting of Woodstock City Council held on June 5, 2025, the following 
resolution was passed: 

“That Woodstock City Council support the resolution from the City of Kingston opposing 
all provisions in Bill 5 that reduce environmental protections and Ontario’s proud legacy 
of protections of Endangered Species, and that override the rule of law and that nullify 
municipal planning authority; 

And further that City Council urge the Province of Ontario to support housing and 
infrastructure development in ways that align with sound environmental planning and 
wildlife protection and empower municipalities with appropriate planning tools; 

And further that City Council call on the provincial government to rescind Bill 5 and 
return to consultation with the public, Ontario Municipalities, and First Nations; 

And further that City Council voice opposition to the establishment of a Special 
Economic Zone within the City of Woodstock, as currently defined in Bill 5;” 

And further that this resolution be circulated to The Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; 
The Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines; The Hon. Rob Flack, Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing; The Hon. Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks; The Hon. Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic 
Development; Ernie Hardeman, Oxford MPP; and all Ontario Municipalities. 

Yours Truly, 

Amy Humphries  
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer/City Clerk 
City of Woodstock 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca


 

 
Cc. 
The Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines – stephen.lecce@pc.ola.org 
The Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing – rob.flack@pc.ola.org 
The Hon. Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks – 
todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org 
The Hon. Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development – vic.fedeli@pc.ola.org 
Ernie Hardeman, Oxford MPP - ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org;  
And all Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:stephen.lecce@pc.ola.org
mailto:rob.flack@pc.ola.org
mailto:todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org
mailto:vic.fedeli@pc.ola.org
mailto:ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org


 

The Corporation of the City of Kingston 

216 Ontario Street, Kingston, ON K7L 2Z3 

Phone: (613) 546-4291 extension 1207  cityclerk@cityofkingston.ca 
 

Office of the City Clerk 

 

May 21, 2025 

Via email  

All Ontario Municipalities 

Re:  Kingston City Council Meeting, May 20, 2025 – Resolution Number 2025-

197; Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025 

At the regular Council meeting on May 20, 2025, Council approved Resolution Number 

2025-197 with respect to Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 

2025 as follows:  

Whereas the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by 

Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to 

environmental planning policies, including replacing the Endangered Species Act 

with a new framework that reduces protections for at-risk species, and enabling 

the creation of Special Economic Zones that may override local planning authority 

and environmental oversight; and 

Whereas the City of Kingston supports increasing housing supply and economic 

growth, but believes this must be done in a way that upholds environmental 

responsibility and maintains the integrity of local planning processes; and 

Whereas Bill 5, as proposed, weakens safeguards for natural heritage systems, 

threatening biodiversity, and diminishing the authority of municipalities to manage 

growth in accordance with local needs and official plans; and 

Whereas the Canadian Environmental Law Association submits that all of the Bill 

5 schedules, with minor exceptions, should be withdrawn and not further 

considered by the Legislative Assembly of Ontario until they are substantially 

modified to ensure robust protection for the environment, human health, and 

vulnerable members of the Ontario public, including Indigenous peoples, who may 

otherwise be harmed by the amendments contained in the various schedules; and 

Whereas the Canadian Civil Liberties Association finds that Schedule 9, in 

allowing the Minister of Economic Development to exempt “trusted proponents” 
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from compliance with municipal and provincial law within the special economic 

zones, promotes abandonment of the rule of law subjecting Ontario’s lands and 

peoples to the possibility of arbitrary and non-transparent decision-making and 

effectively nullifying decades of legacy law-making in those zones; 

Therefore Be It Resolved That the Council of the City of Kingston oppose all 

provisions in Bill 5 that reduce environmental protections and Ontario’s proud 

legacy of protections of Endangered Species, that override the rule of law and that 

nullify municipal planning authority; and 

That the Council of the City of Kingston urge the Province of Ontario to support 

housing and infrastructure development in ways that align with sound 

environmental planning and wildlife protection and empower municipalities with 

appropriate planning tools; and 

That a copy of this motion be sent to The Honourable Doug Ford, M.P.P. Premier 

of Ontario, The Honourable Stephen Lecce, M.P.P. Minister of Energy and Mines, 

The Honourable Rob Flack, M.P.P. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, The 

Honourable Todd J. McCarthy, M.P.P. Minister of the Environment, Conservation 

and Parks, Ted Hsu, M.P.P., Kingston & the Islands, John Jordan, M.P.P., 

Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston, and all Ontario municipalities. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Janet Jaynes 
City Clerk 
/nb 
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