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The Corporation of the Town of Aylmer 

46 Talbot Street West, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 1J7 
Office: 519-773-3164   Fax: 519-765-1446 

www.aylmer.ca 
 

 
 
July 10, 2025           VIA EMAIL 
 
Re: Advocacy for Increased Income Support Thresholds for Canadian Veterans 
 
At their Regular Meeting of Council on July 9, 2025, the Council of the Town of Aylmer 
passed the below resolution: 
 
WHEREAS the Town of Aylmer recognizes the selfless service and enduring sacrifices made 
by Canadian Armed Forces veterans in the defence of our country and values; 
 
WHEREAS the 2021 Census, conducted by Statistics Canada, identified more than 460,000 
veterans residing across Canada, a significant population segment deserving of 
comprehensive, accessible, and modernized federal support; 
 
WHEREAS Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) currently administers income support programs 
to assist veterans in need, including the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program; 
 
WHEREAS the eligibility threshold for the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program which 
was created in 2019 – set at $20,000 annually for a single-person household – fails to reflect 
today’s economic reality, particularly in light of inflation, soaring housing costs, and the 
general increase in cost of living; 
 
WHEREAS such low eligibility thresholds may disincentivize employment and community 
participation by penalizing veterans for earning beyond an outdated benchmark, thereby 
discouraging reintegration and contribution to civic life; 
 
WHEREAS it is the duty of all levels of government to stand in unified support of our veterans 
and to advocate for policy changes that enable them to live with dignity and financial stability; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Council of the Town of Aylmer formally calls on 
the Government of Canada and all federal parties to increase the eligibility threshold for the 
Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program from $20,000 to no less than $40,000 annually 
for a single-person household; and 
 
THAT Council urges Veterans Affairs Canada to review all income support programs with the 
intent to modernize eligibility criteria in line with the current cost of living across Canada; 
 
THAT this motion be formally endorsed and sent to: 

• The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada; 
• The Honourable Jill McKnight, Minister of Veterans Affairs; 
• The Honourable Andrew Scheer, Acting Leader of the Official Opposition; 

http://www.aylmer.ca/
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• Andrew Lawton, Member of Parliament for Elgin-St. Thomas-London South; 
• All 444 municipalities across the Province of Ontario; 
• The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and the Association of 

Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for broader distribution and endorsement; and, 
 
Regards, 
 
Owen Jaggard 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk 
519-773-3164 ext. 4913 
ojaggard@town.aylmer.on.ca  
 
CC:  The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada 
 Honourable Jill McKnight, Minister of Veterans Affairs 
 Honourable Andrew Scheer, Acting leader of the Official Opposition 
 Andrew Lawton, MP Elgin-St. Thomas-London South 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
 The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 

http://www.aylmer.ca/
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Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario Town of Cobourg 
Premier of Ontario 55 King Street West,  
Legislative Building Cobourg, ON, K9A 2M2 
Queen’s Park clerk@cobourg.ca 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1  
  

Delivered via email  
Doug.fordco@pc.ola.org July 4, 2025 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
RE: Ontario’s Bill 5 and its Impact on the Local Food System and the Environment 
 
Please be advised that the Town of Cobourg Council, at its meeting held on June 25, 
2025, passed the following resolution: 

 
WHEREAS a significant amount of farmland is already lost each year to 
development pressures; and 
 
WHEREAS food systems depend on healthy ecosystems, which are already 
under significant threat in Ontario due to a host of human-caused threats to 
wildlife and habitat; and 
 
WHEREAS Ontario Bill 5 significantly undermines ecological protections and 
local decision making, both of which are essential to local food systems and food 
security; and 
 
WHEREAS the existing Provincial Planning Statement emphasizes the need for 
agricultural impact and environmental assessments; supports broad community 
consultation; and encourages municipalities to explore alternative areas before 
developing prime agricultural land; and 
 
WHEREAS development of housing and important resources are possible 
without sacrificing the long-term health of our food systems, environment, and 
democratic norms. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of  the Cobourg 
opposes Bill 5 in its current form, and calls upon the Government of Ontario to  
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strive to uphold the long-term health of our food systems, environment, and 
democracy in any future version of this bill; and 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that this motion be circulated to Premier Doug Ford and 
all Ontario municipalities. 

 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kristina Lepik 
Deputy Clerk/Manager, Legislative Services 

cc. All Ontario Municipalities 
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July 10, 2025 
 
Email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 

Toronto, ON M7A 1A5 

 

Email: peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org 

The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy 

Minister of Finance 

7 Queen’s Park Cres. 

Toronto, ON M7A 1Y7 

 

Dear Honourable Doug Ford and Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy: 

Re: City of Port Colborne Supports the City of Pickering regarding Raising Ontario 
Works (OW) and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) 

Please be advised that, at its meeting of July 8, 2025 the Council of The Corporation of the City 
of Port Colborne supported the resolution received from the City of Pickering regarding Raising 
Ontario Works (OW) and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP). 

The City of Pickering resolution is attached for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Charlotte Madden 
City Clerk  
 
ec:       Michael Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services 

  Raymond Sung Joon Cho, Minister for Seniors and Accessibility 
             Niagara Region MPPs, Jeff Burch, Wayne Gates, Sam Oosterhoff, Jennifer Stevens   

  Christine Clark Lafleur, Executive Director, Port Cares 
   The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)  
   The Association of Municipalities (AMO) 
    All Ontario Municipalities  

   
  

Municipal Offices: 66 Charlotte Street   
Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 3C8 · www.portcolborne.ca 
 
T 905.228.8031 F 905.834.5746  
E  charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca 
 
 
 

Legislative Services  

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
mailto:peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org
http://www.portcolborne.ca/
mailto:charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca


Sent by Email 

June 6, 2025 

Corporate Services Department 
Legislative Services 

The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy 
MPP Pickering-Uxbridge 
1550 Kingston Rd., Suite 213 
Pickering, ON L 1V 1C3 
peter.bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org 

Subject: Raising Ontario Works (OW) and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) 

The Council of The Corporation of the City of Pickering considered the above matter at a Meeting 
held on May 26, 2025 and adopted the following resolution: 

WHEREAS individuals and families receiving income support through Ontario Works 
(OW) and the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) are facing increasing 
challenges in meeting basic needs due to rising costs of living; 

And Whereas Statistics Canada notes that people with disabilities have a higher 
poverty rate and a lower rate of employment than the overall population; 

And Whereas the annual income support for Ontario Works is currently $8,796.00 and 
$16,416.00 for Ontario Disability Support Program. These supports have not increased 
sufficiently to keep up with inflation and the cost of living. Such costs are anticipated to 
continue increasing; 

And Whereas the low income measure for a single person in Greater Toronto Area is 
estimated to be approximately $27,343 annually, and the deep income poverty threshold 
is determined to be $20,508; 

And Whereas Food Banks, including our local Food Banks, provide a necessary service 
with increasing demands in our communities; 

And Whereas the Pickering Food Bank served 1,722 adults, and 1,054 children in 
February 2025; 

And Whereas food banks are already reducing their distribution capacity; and it is 
anticipated that due to developing economic circumstances, such as the current tariff 
war, there will be increased unemployment, increased food prices, and a heightened 
demand for food distribution, while donations continue to decline; 

Pickeri ng Civic Complex I One The Esplanade I Pickering, Ontario L 1 V 61<7 
T. 905.420.461 1 I F. 905.420.9685 I To ll Free 1.866.683.2760 I clerks@pickering.ca I pickering.ca 



Raising Ontario Works (OW) and Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) June 6, 20l5 

Page 2 ol3 

And Whereas these economic trends will continue to erode the purchasing power of 
OW and ODSP recipients, increasing reliance on food banks and placing additional 
pressure on municipalities and community organizations; 

Now therefore it be resolved that the Council of The Corporation of the City of 
Pickering directs through the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer: 

1. That staff send a letter to the Premier of Ontario, Minister of Finance, Minister of 
Children, Community and Social Services, and the Minister for Seniors and 
Accessibility, to strongly urge that the Ontario Provincial Government significantly 
raise the payments of Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program and 
the increases be reflected in the upcoming Provincial Budget and that the 
increased amount aligns with inflationary costs and thereby decrease the 
pressure on food banks and the reliance on municipalities and taxpayers to 
supplement the gap in financial need; and, 

2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to all Members of Provincial 
Parliament (MPPs), the Regional Municipality of Durham, all Municipalities in the 
Province of Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their endorsement and 
advocacy. 

Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 
905.420.4660, extension 2019. 

Yours truly 

Susan Cassel 
City Clerk 

SC:am 

Copy: Robert Cerjanec, MPP Ajax 
Lorne Coe, MPP Whitby 
Jennifer French, MPP Oshawa 
Todd McCarthy, MPP Durham 
Laurie Scott, MPP Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock 
Alexander Harras, Regional Clerk, Region of Durham 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
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All Ontario Municipalities 

Chief Administrative Officer 
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July 11,2025

Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON Come for a visit. Stay for a lifestyle.

K1AOA2

Via Email: mark.carney@parl.qc.ca

Re: Correspondence dated May 1, 2025, from the Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing re: Strong Mayor Powers.

At its meeting of July 8, 2025, council considered the Correspondence dated May 1, 2025, from the
Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing re: Strong Mayor Powers and
passed the following motion.

Motion No. THC-250708-12

Moved by Deputy Mayor Michael Metcalf
Seconded by Councillor Rob Pope

Whereas the Province of Ontario initially introduced Strong Mayor Powers in 2022 with the
stated intent of expediting housing development across municipalities; and

Whereas the Province of Ontario arbitrarily expanded the Strong Mayor Powers legislation to
include an additional 169 municipalities, including the Municipality of Trent Hills, in May 2025;
and

Whereas municipalities across Ontario have demonstrated a commitment to addressing the
housing crisis through local planning approvals and community-led solutions; and

Whereas Strong Mayor Powers fundamentally alter local democratic governance by
concentrating decision-making authority in a single individual, thereby weakening the role of
elected Councils and disrupting the principles of collaboration and shared leadership; and

Whereas these powers may create uncertainty within municipal organizations, negatively affect
staff morale, and risk undermining the trust that is fundamental to effective and transparent
municipal governance; and

Whereas there are currently no provincial checks and balances or independent oversight
mechanisms in place to ensure Strong Mayor Powers are being used appropriately and as
intended, and the legislation itself has been described by some as "open to interpretation,"
creating a fundamental flaw in the responsible application of these potentially dangerous
powers; and

Municipality of Trent Hills trenthills.ca
P.O. Box 1030, 66 Front Street South, Campbellford, ON KOL 1 LO
t: 705.653.1900 f: 705.653.5203



Whereas the primary barriers to housing construction are not rooted in municipal decision-
making processes, but in broader market conditions, infrastructure constraints, and the lack of

effective provincial and federal policy supports to stimulate affordable and attainable housing
development;

Now Therefore, be it resolved that the Council of the Municipality of Trent Hills formally request
the Province of Ontario to rescind the Strong Mayor Powers legislation in its entirety; and

That should the legislation not be repealed, that the Province immediately remove the
Municipality of Trent Hills from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong Mayor
Powers framework; and

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to:

• The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada

• The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

® The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

• The Honourable David Piccini, Minister of Labour, Immigration,
Training and Skills Development

• The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)

• The Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA)

• All Ontario municipalities for their information and support
Carried.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Municipality.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Crate
Mayor

ec: The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
The Honourable David Piccini, Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
The Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA)
All Ontario municipalities for their information and support
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