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Calendar
Office closed for Thanksgiving | October 8

Planning Council | October 9 at 9 a.m. 

Council | October 9 at 1 p.m. or immediately following Planning 
Council

Committee of the Whole | No meeting scheduled this month

Committee of Adjustment | October 12 at 9 a.m.

Municipal Election | October 12 at 10 a.m. to October 22 at 
8 p.m.

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber (99 
Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council and 
Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously recorded 
meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 

What’s in
this issue
Fall colours and activities in 
Muskoka | p. 2

Fire Prevention Week | p. 3

Ontario invests in Muskoka 
watershed initiative | p. 4

Mayor’s Golf for Health | p. 6

Spotlight: Chef Henrie Bistro & 
Cafe | p. 7

2018 Municipal Election | p. 8

VOTE NOW

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
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Fall colours and activities 
in Muskoka
Muskoka has been continuously heralded as one of 
Canada’s top leaf peeping destinations for fall 
colours. Aside from the stunning colours, Muskoka 
is praised for the fun and exciting ways to 
experience the fall colours, including boat cruises, 
helicopter tours, ATV tours, and kayaking 
adventures.

The best ways to view fall colours in Georgian Bay 
include: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Muskoka Tourism’s best guess for peak reds 
(maples) is October 2nd to the 8th and for peak 
yellows (poplar and birch) from October 8th to the 
21st. Many environment factors like temperature, 
rain and sunshine impact the dates for fall colours. 
Visit discovermuskoka.ca for the most up-to-date fall 
colour report and other exciting fall activities. 

Donate to the cottage cupboard 
food drive
The District of Muskoka and the Township of 
Georgian Bay provide social services that support the 
community, including food assistance programs. Help 
secure food for families in need by dropping off 
unopened, non-perishable goods as you pack up 
your cottage for the season. 

You can deliver supplies throughout September up 
to Thanksgiving weekend at the following 
locations: Bayview Marine Resort, Honey Harbour 
Boat Club Marina, Georgian Bay Landing Marina, 
Georgian Bay Public Library, Paragon Marina, Purser 
Marine, Township Office, Village Marina and 
Wawautosa Trading Post.

If you, or someone you know, are in need of food 
supplies, we can help. Contact us at 705-538-0003 
or visit gbtownship.ca for more information and food 
bank hours.

Hiking, biking or camping at Georgian Bay Islands 
National Park (Muskoka’s only National Park!)

Witness an engineering marvel at the Big Chute 
Marine Railway and stay for a picnic 

Spend the day close to nature at Six Mile Lake 
Provincial Park; hiking, canoeing, fishing and 
boating are all offered until October 9th

Watch the boats go in and out of the locks at Lock 
45 of the historic Trent-Severn Waterway in Port 
Severn

Walk along the School House Trail in Port Severn

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.discovermuskoka.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/georg
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/georg
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/trentsevern/visit/services/ecluse-lock-44-big-chute
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/trentsevern/visit/services/ecluse-lock-44-big-chute
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/sixmilelake/camping
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/sixmilelake/camping
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/trentsevern
http://visitamazingplaces.ca/amazing/listings/schoolhouse-trail/


Join our fire & emergency 
services team
The communities of Georgian Bay, Midland, 
Penetanguishene, Tay and Tiny are accepting 
applications for Volunteer Firefighters until October 
26th as part of a joint recruitment effort.

Are you ready to help your community and be part of 
a team that saves lives every day? Sometimes from 
a fire engine, but often by fitting a smoke alarm or 
teaching young children how to make a home fire 
escape plan with their family. 

The Georgian Bay Fire & Emergency Services 
Department serves our community when help is 
needed the most. Our Fire Department has three fire 
stations located in Honey Harbour, Port Severn 
and MacTier with a collective team of over 45 
volunteer firefighters.  

Applications forms are available online at 
gbtownship.ca/vff, at the municipal office and at any 
of our fire halls. 

If you’re interested in joining our passionate team of 
Volunteer Firefighters, come join us at one of our two 
information sessions in October. 

Information Sessions

SESSION 1

October 1st, 2018 at 7 p.m. 

Tiny Township Fire Station 2

SESSION 2

October 13th, 2018 at 9 a.m.  

Midland Fire Department
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817 County Road 6 South, Wyevale

550 Bayshore Drive, Midland

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/living-here/becoming-a-volunteer-firefighter.aspx


Ontario invests 
$5 million in 
Muskoka 
watershed 
initiative
The provincial government 
announced it will invest $5 million 
in a watershed conservation 
initiative in Muskoka.

Muskoka is widely known for its 
scenic lakes and rivers, but Kevin 
Trimble, Chair of the Muskoka 
Watershed Council, says more 
must be done to protect the 
region’s most precious resource. 
“We need to find ways to make 
our economy sustainable by 
managing those resources 
properly and that makes it really 
important to look at the entire 
watershed and how it’s 
functioning.”

The Ontario government says the 
$5 million plan will look at how to 
address challenges like flooding, 
development pressures, algae 

blooms and erosion. Trimble says 
the province’s involvement will 
help with the work that needs to 
be done.

The Ontario government intends 
to form an advisory group to 
engage community members and 
local municipal leaders to help 
determine what projects will be a 
top priority.

"The Muskoka Watershed is one of 
the highlights of our province and 
a vibrant hub of Ontario's tourism 
industry," said Rod Phillips, 
Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks. "This is 
why we are committed to working 
with the local community to 
protect it. Together, we will 
ensure that future generations 
can continue to enjoy the beauty 
and the economic benefits this 
watershed brings to the region."

The government will also match 
tax-deductible donations from 
individuals and businesses to the 
initiative—and any funding from 
other levels of government—up to 
a total investment of an additional 
$5 million.

Muskoka Watershed 
Report Card
Want to learn more about the 
current state of Muskoka’s 

watershed? The Muskoka 
Watershed Report Card is a 
science-based evaluation of our 
watershed using a variety of 
environmental "health" and 
"threat" indicators. Together, 
these indicators provide a 
“snapshot” of watershed health 
and serve to increase our 
understanding of the watershed 
where we live, work and play. 
This report helps us see how our 
individual activities improve or 
degrade the environment in our 
corner of Muskoka. 

The Muskoka Watershed Report 
Card is available online at 
muskokawatershed.org and at 
various venues across Muskoka, 
including the new Watershed 
Wonders exhibit at the Muskoka 
Discovery Centre.
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https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/programs/report-card/2018-report-card/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/programs/report-card/2018-report-card/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org


Township of Georgian Bay | 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0
1-800-567-0187 | gbtownship.ca | @gbtownship p. 5

PAP plans: Never miss 
another tax due date
The Township offers three pre-authorized 
payment (PAP) plans for taxes: monthly, due 
date (March and August), and properties in 
arrears. PAP plans do not include any 
supplementary billings. Application forms are 
available on the Township website and at the 
municipal office. 

Please contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x223 for more information.

CAO celebrates five years 
of service
Chief Administrative Officer, Laurie Kennard, 
celebrated five years of service with the Township of 
Georgian Bay during September’s Council meeting. 
Mayor Braid thanked Laurie for her contributions to 
the effective and efficient operation of the Township 
and ongoing strategic leadership.  

David Milne fundraiser a 
huge success
Famous Canadian artist, David Milne, lived on Six 
Mile Lake and used the beautiful landscape as 
inspiration for his paintings. As part of a Canada 150 
legacy project, volunteers moved his small cabin to 
the Bressette homestead in Port Severn. 

To help fund necessary restorations to the cabin so 
that it will be safe for public viewing, the Georgian 
Bay Township Historical Society held a community 
celebration and fundraiser on September 22 at 
Rawley Resort. The event featured a silent auction, 
door prizes, live entertainment, gourmet dining 
stations and a commemoration of sponsored Milne 
prints. Community members and businesses donated 
generously to help support the legacy project. 

Learn more about the project’s status at: 
gbthistoricalsociety.ca.

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
http://www.gbthistoricalsociety.ca
http://www.gbthistoricalsociety.ca
http://www.gbthistoricalsociety.ca
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Mayor’s Golf for Health 
raises nearly $25,000 
On September 13th, we held the 8th Annual Mayor’s
Golf for Health at Oak Bay Golf Club. Thanks to the 
generosity of our community, the tournament raised 
nearly $25,000 for the RVH Simcoe Muskoka 
Regional Heart Program and Child & Youth Mental 
Health Unit. Without our caring donors, volunteers, 
and golfers, the success of this event would not be 
possible. Special thanks to Oak Bay Golf Club staff 

members for their hospitality during the tournament 
and Zach Hofer and his family for continuing to raise 
awareness and funds for youth mental health. 

Please take a few minutes to look through the
event program at gbtownship.ca/golf to acknowledge 
the many sponsors, volunteers and special guests 
who helped bring specialized care closer to home.

Learn more about the causes and how our 
contribution will help save lives in Simcoe Muskoka 
at: foundation.rvh.on.ca. 

Library news and events
New Winter Hours

Visit gbpl.ca for the library’s new winter hours, 
effective October 7th. 

Pizza & Movie Night

A Pizza & Movie Night will be held on Friday, October 
12th at 7 p.m. at the MacTier library branch. Ages 10 
to 16 are welcomed for $5 per person. Contact 
705-375-5430 or mactierpl@gmail.com to register,
or register at the MacTier library branch.

Pumpkin Mania - Port Severn & Honey Harbour 

Join the library at the Baxter Ward Community 
Centre for a Family Pumpkin Carving Contest and 

other fun activities on Saturday, October 27th at 11 
a.m. Pumpkins will be provided for $10 per family.

Register at the library branches in Honey Harbour or 
Port Severn. You can also call 705-756-8851 or email 
honeyharbourpl@gmail.com to register. 

Pumpkin Carving Fun - MacTier 

Join the MacTier library branch on Saturday, October 
20th at 11 a.m. for pumpkin carving fun. The cost to 
register is $10 per family. Contact 705-375-5430 or 
mactierpl@gmail.com, or visit the library, to register.

Seed Library

Don't forget to harvest the seeds from your plants 
and flowers and return them to any library branch in 
labeled envelopes or small containers!

Left to right: Kenneth Braid, Mayor Bob Young (Lake of Bays), 
District Chair John Klinck (Muskoka) and Mayor Larry Braid 
(Georgian Bay). 

Left to right: Jane Corbeil and Shania Palmer of Royal Victoria 
Regional Health Centre.

mailto:mactierpl@gmail.com
mailto:honeyharbourpl@gmail.com
mailto:mactierpl@gmail.com
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/township-hall/golf-for-health.aspx
http://foundation.rvh.on.ca
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Venture Muskoka 
Spotlight: Chef Henrie 
Bistro & Cafe 
Chef Henrie Thoeringer brings unbridled passion and 
culinary expertise to his new bistro and café in MacTier.

After graduating from the Austrian culinary school 
Landesberufsschule Obertrum in 2014, he was 
awarded the esteemed “Goldener Kochlöffel” (Golden 
Spoon) in his final year of apprenticeship and a star 
was placed in the walkway of the academy. Now back 
in his childhood stomping grounds of MacTier, the 
talented Chef has opened a bistro to bring the tastes of 
Europe home.

Chef Henrie Bistro and Cafe officially opened its doors 
on May 19 with a focus on homemade fare and local 
ingredients. From freshly roasted coffee beans to the 
schnitzel and ice cream, Chef Henrie strives to make 
as much as possible in-house. The ice cream is low 
sugar, chemical-free and put through a machine that 
softens the treat each day. All flavours use fresh 
ingredients, benefiting from the taste of real vanilla 
beans, oranges, strawberries, bananas and more. 
“People appreciate the quality of freshly made, 
in-house food that you can’t get anywhere else. I get 
all my produce from local farms and farmers markets— 
it’s the best quality,” said Chef Henrie. “We’ve had a 
few customers come all the way from Toronto just for 
our amazing schnitzel!”

Continue reading about the new bistro at 
venturemuskoka.ca/2018/09/28/chefhenrie. 

I really learned how to appreciate the art of being 
a chef while in school—food is more than just 
something you eat. The dish has to look amazing, 
taste amazing, smell great and the temperatures 
have to be perfect.

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
http://venturemuskoka.ca/2018/09/25/chefhenrie/
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Make your voice count: 
2018 Municipal Election
The next municipal election will take place on 
October 22nd, 2018. The Township of Georgian 
Bay will be conducting internet and telephone voting 
so voters can cast their vote from home or away! No 
mail-in ballots will occur. 

If you require assistance with electronic voting, you 
can vote at the municipal office or at the MacTier and 
Honey Harbour library branches. More details about 
dates and times are included in your voter 
information letters. 

Make sure you’re in our Voter 
Database 
If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), eligible voters in 
your household may not be in our Voter Database. 
Confirm that you’re registered by:

•   Checking online at gbtownship.ca/election

•

•

Voter Information Letters
Only voters within our database received voter 
information letters by mail. These letters have 
important information about how, when and where 

to vote in Georgian Bay. If you didn’t receive a letter, 
contact our Clerk or Deputy Clerk. The library can 
also print out your Voter ID and PIN if you haven’t 
received it by October 1. 

If you’re not already part of our Voter Database, you 
can request to be added in person at the Township 
office, by registering yourself online or by emailing a 
colour copy of your photo identification to 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca. Include your mailing address 
if it’s different from your property address in the 
Township. 

Mock Election
We’re holding a “Mock Election” for members of the 
public to test casting their ballot and ask questions 
about the election process. Join us on October 5th 
at 2 p.m. at the municipal office (Council Chamber) 
if you’re interested in testing out our new vote 
casting procedures prior to the polls opening on 
October 12th. 

Extended hours at your local 
library  
The library is here to help during election period! All 
branches offer extended hours from October 15th to 
October 22nd. View the table below for details. Visit 
gbpl.ca for the library’s regular operating hours for 
more voting assistance leading up to this date.  

Find more information about the upcoming 
municipal election, including relevant by-laws, 
policies, election procedures and voter eligibility 
information at gbtownship.ca/election. 

Contacting our Clerk (jgunby@gbtownship.ca, 
1-800-567-0187 x242) or Deputy Clerk 
(amcdonald@gbtownship.ca, 1-800-567-0187 
x248)

Visiting or calling the Georgian Bay library 

Library’s extended hours 

Port Severn

MacTier

Honey Harbour 10 - 2 p.m.

10 - 2 p.m.

10 - 2 p.m. 10 - 2 p.m. 10 - 2 p.m. 10 - 2 p.m. 10 - 2 p.m.10 - 6 p.m. 10 - 8 p.m.

11 - 4 p.m. 10 - 2 p.m.11 - 4 p.m. 11 - 6 p.m. 10 - 3 p.m. 10 - 2 p.m. 10 - 8 p.m.

10 - 2 p.m.10 - 2 p.m.10 - 3 p.m.3 - 7 p.m.10 - 3 p.m.Closed ClosedClosed

Oct. 15th Oct. 16th Oct. 17th Oct. 18th Oct. 19th Oct. 20th Oct. 21st Oct. 22nd

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
mailto:amcdonald@gbtownship.ca
mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/township-hall/election.aspx



