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Calendar
Office closed for Labour Day | September 3

Planning Council | September 10 at 9 a.m. 

Council | September 10 at 11 a.m. or immediately following 
Planning Council

Committee of the Whole | No meeting scheduled this month

Committee of Adjustment | September 14 at 9 a.m.

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber (99 
Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council and 
Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously recorded 
meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 
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Do you have what it 
takes to be an on-call 
firefighter?
The communities of Georgian Bay, Midland, 
Penetanguishene, Tay and Tiny are accepting 
applications for Volunteer Firefighters until October 
26th.

Are you ready to help your community and be part 
of a team that saves lives every day? Sometimes 
from a fire engine, but often by fitting a smoke 
alarm or teaching young children how to make a 
home fire escape plan with their family. 

The Georgian Bay Fire & Emergency Services 
Department serves our community when help is 
needed the most. Our Fire Department has three 
fire stations located in Honey Harbour, Port Severn 
and MacTier with over 45 volunteer firefighters. 
Volunteer firefighters receive monetary 
compensation for training sessions and response to 
emergency calls. 

Applications forms are available online at 
gbtownship.ca/vff, at the municipal office and at 
any of our fire halls. 

If you’re interested in joining our passionate team 
of Volunteer Firefighters, come join us at one of our 
two information sessions in October. 

Information Sessions

SESSION 1

October 1, 2018 at 7 p.m. 

Tiny Township Fire Station 2

SESSION 2

October 13, 2018 at 9 a.m  

Midland Fire Department
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817 County Road 6 South, Wyevale

550 Bayshore Drive, Midland

We thank every applicant for their desire to 
help protect their community.

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/living-here/becoming-a-volunteer-firefighter.aspx
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Consider fire safety at 
your cottage
As people begin to close up their cottages and 
seasonal homes, the Township’s Fire Department is  
urging residents to add safety and prevention to 
their cottage plans. To minimize the risk of fire and 
burn injury, we recommend the following cottage fire 
safety tips.

Campfires and Fireworks

Check the current fire rating at 1-877-847-1577 or 
gbtownship.ca/firerating before burning or using 
fireworks. If open burning is allowed, fires should be 
built on bare soil or on exposed rock. Remove leaves 
and twigs from around the fire to keep it from 
spreading. Always keep a bucket of water or sand 
and a shovel close by and supervise the fire at all 
times.

Burn candles in sturdy candle holders that will not tip 
and are covered with a glass shade. When you go 
out, blow out!

Home Escape Plan

Develop and practice a home fire escape plan to 
ensure everyone knows what to do if the smoke or 
carbon monoxide alarm sounds. Know the phone 
number for the local fire department and your 
cottage’s emergency (911) sign number in case of 
emergency. 

Smoke and CO Alarms 

It’s the law for all Ontario homes, cottages, cabins 
and seasonal homes to have working smoke alarms 
on every storey and outside all sleeping areas. Test 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms at least monthly 
or each time you return to the cottage. 

For more information about fire safety and home 
inspections, contact Chad Dowell, Deputy Fire Chief, 
at cdowell@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x255.

Township begins 
improvements to the 
Honey Harbour Waterfront
As a first step, residents and visitors can now enjoy 
picnic tables on the water. We encourage the 
community to explore this evolving space by taking a 
walk on the path, finding a picnic spot at the end of 
Delawana Road and watching the sunset. Stay tuned 
— more benches, flower pots and other exciting 
additions are coming soon! 

Donate to the cottage 
cupboard food drive
The District of Muskoka and the Township of 
Georgian Bay provide social services that support the 
community, including food banks. Help secure food 
for families in need by dropping off unopened, 
non-perishable goods as you pack up your cottage 
for the season. You can deliver supplies throughout 
September up to Thanksgiving weekend at the 
following locations: Bayview Marine Resort, Honey 
Harbour Boat Club Marina, Georgian Bay Landing 
Marina, Paragon Marina, Purser Marine, Township 
Office, Village Marina and Wawautosa Trading Post. 

If you, or someone you know, are in need of food 
supplies, we can help. Contact us at 705-538-0003 
for more information and food bank hours.

mailto:cdowell@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/living-here/current-fire-rating.aspx


Georgian Bay Biosphere 
Reserve shares report on 
environmental health 
Georgian Bay is home to an incredibly unique 
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve. Its 30,000 islands 
form the world’s largest freshwater archipelago. Our 
region contains an important diversity of habitats — 
including rocky shorelines, coastal wetlands, sand 
beaches and distant outer islands, each of which 
support an amazing array of species. But what is the 
current environmental state of Georgian Bay? 

Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve (GBBR) recently 
released the second edition of their State of the Bay 
report to give you a snapshot of the environmental 
health for eastern and northern Georgian Bay. From 
the Severn River up to Killarney and McGregor Bay, 
the GBBR team gathered the best available research 
on water, wetlands, fisheries and habitats in this 
unique landscape.

Like any other body of water, Georgian Bay is subject
to threats such as invasive species, climate change 
and development pressures. To help monitor these 
changes, GBBR and its many partner organizations 
launched the State of the Bay project in 2008. 

After releasing their first report in 2013, GBBR 
conducted an additional five years of research to 
form their latest technical report, which includes new 
and updated information on aquatic and terrestrial 
ecosystem health. Using indicators and key trends, 
the report includes two important measures of 
climate change that connect local observations to 
major global issues. 

What is an indicator?
An indicator is a feature of the environment that 
gives us signs as to whether the environment is 
healthy and when it is changing. Expert advisers 
helped select key indicators of ecosystem health to 
assess trends in the State of the Bay report. 

Some indicators used in the report include: water 
quality, lower food web, various fish species, coastal 
wetlands, landscape biodiversity and climate change.  

Measuring indicators aids our understanding of the 
environment along Georgian Bay and focuses our 
efforts where they are needed most. It allows us to 
identify healthy and ecologically important areas that 
require protection or enhancement. 
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White border shows the 
State of the Bay 
reporting area

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbbr.ca
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Are things getting better, getting 
worse, or needing more research?
The State of the Bay report identifies trends that tell 
us whether things are getting better, getting worse 
or staying the same. Although good environmental 
research has begun, there are still many gaps in our 
scientific knowledge. Future research and citizen 
science will help to increase our understanding of 
how the environment is changing, and how we can 
be stewards of the Bay.

Visit stateofthebay.ca to read the complete State of 
the Bay and background technical reports, or pick up 
your copy at Township office or library.  

About Georgian Bay Biosphere 
Reserve
GBBR is a registered charity that works to protect 
our environment by supporting biodiversity and 
encouraging sustainable development through 
education and public outreach. GBBR also monitors 
long-term environmental changes within the 
biosphere reserve. GBBR is an umbrella organization 
that includes scientists, researchers, citizens and 
community groups who all work together on 
conservation efforts. 

Learn more about GBBR and what they do for 
Georgian Bay at gbbr.ca.  

Climate Change Challenge
You can help stop this global problem from getting worse. There are many ways we can each reduce our 
carbon footprint and our impact on future generations — how many do you do? 

Be energy efficient at home and work: Update old appliances and set your water heater on a timer; 
seal and insulate your building.  

Choose green power: Switch your energy source to renewable energy, if possible. Speak with local 
experts about the options.

Use less hot water: Take shorter showers. Use the dishwasher and washing machine only when you 
have full loads; wash clothes in cold water. 

Think local: Buy locally grown food and locally produced items, as they do not have to travel as far. 

Reduce your waste: Buy less and simplify. Avoid single-use products and over-packaging. Reuse 
things before recycling. Repair items whenever you can. Compost kitchen scraps for garden soil. 
Garbage buried in landfills produces methane, a potent greenhouse gas. 

Get involved and informed: Talk about climate change with others, share your personal actions to 
influence others and voice your concerns to those in power.

Be mindful of transportation options: Avoid air travel when possible. Walk, cycle, carpool or take 
public transit when you can. Purchase a smaller, fuel-efficient or hybrid/electric vehicle. 

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbbr.ca
https://www.stateofthebay.ca
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Library news and events
Georgian Bay Public Library will connect you and 
your family to a world of imagination and discovery!

All three branches offer wireless internet access and 
a collection of books, movies, magazines, preloaded 
tablets and audiobooks. You can also pick up Port 
Severn Park parking permits, Township burn permits 
and dog tags.

New Fall Hours

Visit gbpl.ca for the library’s new fall hours, effective 
September 4th.

Film Night

Film Night will be held on Tuesday, September 11th 
at 7 p.m. at the Baxter Ward Community Center. The 
film presented is Old Goats – a hilarious and 

heartfelt story of three spirited senior citizens who 
"refuse to go quietly into that good night". The trio 
say what they please and don't hold anything back 
on their quest to make the most of their sunset 
years.

Library Announces New CEO 

The Township of Georgian Bay Public Library Board is 
excited to welcome Tracey Fitchett to the team as 
the library’s new CEO. Tracey’s many years of 
managerial and volunteer experience along with her 
participation on Township Council makes her an 
excellent choice for the position. 

Tracey understands the uniqueness of the library’s 
role within our community and is very enthusiastic 
about the future development of our three libraries. 

Tracey can be reached at tfitchett@gbpl.ca or 
705-756-8851. 

New banners help 
promote green 
infrastructure and the 
information centre 
New banners at Petro-Canada in Port Severn will 
make it easier to locate electric vehicle charging 
stations and SEGBAY Chamber of Commerce’s 
information centre. With our private sector partners, 
we're proud to help promote greener infrastructure 
and tourism. 

The banners are part of a larger community 
revitalization initiative, supported by the 
Government of Ontario. This grant is designed to 
support capital improvements for energy efficiency, 
accessibility, aesthetics, and marketability of small 
businesses within main street areas. It encourages 
strategic public investments in municipal and other 
public infrastructure within main street areas that 

will support small businesses.

All single and lower-tier municipal governments 
(except Toronto) received funding. Stay tuned for 
other improvements that will enhance the Georgian 
Bay community. 

Banners at Petro-Canada, 35 Lone Pine Road in Port Severn.

mailto:tfitchett@gbpl.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
http://gbpl.ca
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Final Tax Billing
The 2018 final tax bills were due for payment 
on August 30th, 2018. Taxes can be paid at 
the municipal office, at your bank, via 
self-service banking, online or by mail.  

Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse the 
property owner from responsibility of payment 
or penalty/interest. If you haven’t received 
your tax bill by mail, please contact 
taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 
x223.

PAP plans:  Never miss 
another tax due date
The Township offers three pre-authorized 
payment (PAP) plans for taxes: monthly, due 
date (March and August), and properties in 
arrears. PAP plans do not include any 
supplementary billings. Application forms are 
available on the Township website and at the 
municipal office. 

Please contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x223 for details.

Make your voice count: 
2018 Municipal Election
The next municipal election will take place on 
October 22nd, 2018. The Township of Georgian 
Bay will be conducting internet and telephone voting 
so voters can cast their vote from home or away! No 
mail-in ballots will occur. 

Make sure you’re in our Voter 
Database 
If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), eligible voters in 
your household may not be in our Voter Database. 
Confirm that you’re registered on our website or by 
calling Jessica Gunby, Clerk, at 1-800-567-0187 
x242. You must be eligible to vote in the upcoming 
municipal election in order to register yourself. 

Only voters within our database will receive voter 
information letters by mail. These letters have 
important information about how, when and where 
to vote in Georgian Bay. The letters will be mailed 
between October 1st and October 9th. 

If you’re not already part of our Voter Database, you 
can request to be added in person at the Township 
office, by registering yourself online or by emailing a 
colour copy of your photo identification to 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca. Include your mailing address 
if it’s different from your property address in the 
Township. 

Mock Election
We’re holding a “Mock Election” for members of the 

public to test casting their ballot and ask questions 
about the election process. Join us on Friday, 
October 5th at 2 p.m. at the municipal office (Council 
Chamber) if you’re interested in testing out our new 
vote casting procedures prior to the polls opening on 
October 12th. 

Every four years, voters across Ontario decide who 
will represent their interests and lead their 
communities by electing the members of their 
municipal councils and school boards. Find more 
information about the upcoming municipal election, 
including relevant by-laws, policies, election 
procedures and voter eligibility information, at 
gbtownship.ca/election. 

The nomination period ended at 2 p.m. on 
July 27th, 2018. See who’s currently running 
to represent the citizens of Georgian Bay at 
gbtownship.ca/election.

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/township-hall/election.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/township-hall/election.aspx


Hospitals depend on the generosity of 
the community. Proceeds will support 
the Simcoe Muskoka Regional Heart 
Program and Child & Youth Mental 
Health Unit at RVH. 
 

The need 
is now. 

Tournament Details 
September 13, 2018
11 a.m. Shotgun Start
Oak Bay Golf Club, Port Severn

$150 Advance | $175 After August 1

Prime Rib Dinner and Auction to follow. Oak 
Bay members save $50 on the registration 
fee. Contact Natalie Graham for Registration & 
Sponsorship at ngraham@gbtownship.ca or 
705-538-2337 x266. 

www.gbtownship.ca/golf

8th Annual

Mayor’s Golf for Health
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