
Municipal 

information

that matters 

to you

Between 
a rock

and nature’s beauty.

Georgian Bay e-news
July 2018

Calendar
Office closed for Canada Day | July 2 

Council | July 10 at 9 a.m. 

Committee of the Whole | July 10 at 2 p.m. or immediately 
following Council

Committee of Adjustment | July 13 at 9 a.m.

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber (99 
Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council and 
Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously recorded 
meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 
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PAP plans:  Never miss another 
tax due date
The Township offers three pre-authorized 
payment (PAP) plans for taxes: monthly, due 
date (March and August), and properties in 
arrears. PAP plans do not include any 
supplementary billings. Application forms are 
available on the Township website and at the 
municipal office. 

Please contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x223 for details.

Practice safe boating
this summer
With over 30,000 islands, tons of lakes and two locks 
along the Trent-Severn Waterway, it’s no wonder that 
the blue waters of Georgian Bay create the perfect 
boating experience. Explore all the beauty our region 
has to offer – but do it safely. The Canadian Safe 
Boating Council (CSBC) offers the following advice to 
keep boaters safe:  

1. Wear your lifejacket
Legally you must carry a lifejacket on board, 
appropriately sized for each passenger. But don’t just 
carry it – your lifejacket will only work if you’re 
wearing it! 

2. Take a boating course
The law now requires that anyone driving a 
motorized boat must have a Pleasure Craft Operator 
Card. It's for your own safety and that of your 
passengers. Don't get caught without one. Take a 
course and get your licence!

3. Boat sober
Boating under the influence of alcohol, recreational 
drugs or prescription narcotics is illegal, irresponsible 

and potentially deadly. Leave any such substances at 
the dock.

4. Be prepared - you and your vessel
Ensure your boat has all the required safety gear 
and sufficient fuel. Check the weather before going 
to make sure conditions are suitable for your vessel's 
capabilities.

Visit csbc.ca or download the CSBC Boat Notes App 
to get customized boating information tailored to 
you, your boat and your boating style.

Final tax billing
The 2018 final tax bills were mailed out mid-June.   
Payment is due August 30th, 2018. If you haven’t 
received your tax bill by mail, please contact 
1-800-567-0187 x223 or taxes@gbtownship.ca. 

Taxes can be paid at the municipal office, at your 
bank, via self-service banking, online or by mail. 
Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse the 
property owner from responsibility of payment or 
penalty/interest.

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://csbc.ca/en/
https://csbc.ca/en/
https://csbc.ca/en/
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Friday, July 20th & Friday, August 17th
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Municipal Administration Office
99 Lone Pine Road
Port Severn, ON L0K 1S0

Make your voice count: 
2018 Municipal Election
The next municipal election will take place on 
October 22nd, 2018. The Township of Georgian 
Bay will be conducting internet and telephone voting 
so voters can cast their vote from home or away! No 
mail-in ballots will occur. 

Make sure you’re in our Voter 
Database 
If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), eligible voters in 
your household may not be in our Voter Database. 
Confirm that you’re registered online at 
gbtownship.ca/election or by calling Jessica Gunby, 
Clerk, at 1-800-567-0187 x242. 

You can request to be added to the Voter Database 
in person at the Township office, by emailing a colour 
copy of your photo identification to 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca, or by registering yourself 
online. Include your mailing address if it’s different 
from your property address in the Township.

How to become a candidate 
Nominations can be submitted in person until 2 p.m. 
on July 27th, 2018. Completed nomination papers 
must be filed with the Clerk along with the filing fee. 
Nomination papers for the Office of the District Chair 
must be filed at the District of Muskoka’s office in 
Bracebridge. 

Please make an appointment with the Clerk if you 
plan on running for Council or registering to be a 
third party advertiser. Required forms and related 
documents are available for pick up at the municipal 
office or on the municipal website.

See who’s currently running to represent the citizens 
of Georgian Bay on the election page of our website.

Burn permits
Burn permits are required from April 1st to October 
31st every year, for any type of open air burning, 
except a small campfire for cooking or warmth. The 
Township allows daytime burning with a valid permit.

Permits are available at no cost online at 
gbtownship.ca/burnpermit, by fax at 705-538-1328, 
or in person at the Township municipal office and 
library (all branches). Always check the Fire Danger 
Rating before burning at 1-877-847-1577 or on our 
website.

Do you have questions 
about your property 
assessment?
MPAC (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) 
is responsible for the assessment of your property. A 
representative from MPAC will be at the Township to 
answer any property assessment related questions 
or concerns this summer. Appointments are 
preferred, but drop-ins will be accommodated if time 
allows. To schedule an appointment, please email 
taxes@gbtownship.ca.

Dates: 
Time:  
Location:

MPAC’s assessments help ensure that property 
owners pay their fair share, and nothing more. Visit 
aboutmyproperty.ca to see the information MPAC has 
on file, learn how your property was assessed, and 
compare it to others in your neighbourhood. Look for 
your Roll Number and Access Key on your Property 
Assessment Notice to register.
 

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/township-hall/election.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/living-here/burn-permit-and-by-law.aspx
https://www.mpac.ca
https://aboutmyproperty.ca


Introducing Blue Flag 
beach and marina 
eco-certification
Georgian Bay’s marinas and beaches are often at the 
center of a summer holiday, for locals and visitors 
alike. These proud community spaces deserve 
celebration, but they merit special care, attention, 
and stewardship as well. 

The Blue Flag award was created to protect pristine 
habitats, like that of Georgian Bay, while encouraging 
the recreational opportunities that they provide. As 
an internationally recognized and respected 
eco-label, the Blue Flag is awarded annually to 
marinas and beaches that have met criteria in four 
categories: Water Quality, Environmental Education, 
Environmental Management, and Safety & Services. 
These standards ensure that Blue Flag sites are not 
only clean and environmentally sustainable, but 
provide the facilities and services that attract tourists 
around the world. 

The Blue Flag has many benefits. The certification 
offers site managers and municipalities the 
opportunity to evaluate performance against 
internationally recognized criteria in public health, 
habitat protection and water quality. The Blue Flag
is also a symbol of excellence, and a good 
opportunity for tourism and the local economy.  

For visitors, seeing the Blue Flag flying means 
reassurance that a beach or marina is clean and 
accessible, has great water quality, meets high 
safety standards, and is sustainably managed. It’s 
no wonder over 4000 Blue Flags fly in 45 countries 
around the world!

Want to get involved with Blue 
Flag?
Learn how the Blue Flag can take the guess work out 
of your summer holiday plans, or find a Blue Flag 
marina or beach near you, at blueflag.ca. If you are 
a marina or beach operator in Georgian Bay or want 
to get involved with the Blue Flag program, contact 
Blue Flag Canada for details about the application 
process and feasibility study.
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FOR CHILDREN AGES 5-12
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The Township’s summer camp runs during weekdays
starting July 3rd and ending August 24th, from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Hosted at the MacTier Arena, the 
camp includes planned trips every Friday and daily 
swims at Stewart Lake Beach.

Cost
Five-day weeks (weeks 2-5 and 7-8)
Resident: $100/week or $30/day
Non-resident: $125/week or $37.50/day

Four-day weeks (weeks 1 and 6)
Resident: $80/week or $30/day
Non-resident: $100/week or $37.50/day

Trip days only
Resident: $40
Non-resident: $50

Full payment must be received two weeks prior to 
the start of camp. 

Registration Forms
Pick up a registration form at the municipal office or 
online at gbtownship.ca/camp.

Program Subsidy
You may be eligible for financial assistance for this 
program. For more information regarding program 
subsidy contact Brent Baker, Community Outreach 
Worker, at brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca or 
705-538-0003. This is not a school or school board 
sponsored activity. 

Library news and 
events
New Community Sign
Advertise your next community event on Honey 
Harbour’s new outdoor sign. The sign is administered 
by the Honey Habour branch of Georgian Bay Public 
Library with help from the Honey Habour Community 
Co-operative. Local not-for-profit groups can use the 
sign free of charge for one week placements to help 
promote community events, programs and news. To 
get a placement, email honeyharbourpl@gmail.com 
or honeyharbourcoop@gmail.com, or fill out a form 
at the Honey Habour library. 

Kids Programs
Join the library for kids programs this summer at the 
Honey Harbour and MacTier library branches. Visit 
the library or gbpl.ca for details. 

Victorian Tea Party
The MacTier library is hosting a Victorian Tea Party 
and a Jewellery & Handbag Sale on July 29th from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Proceeds will support library 
programming.

Amateur Photo Contest
What’s your passion? Open to all Georgian Bay 
residents, there are two entry categories: Youth and 
Adult. Visit the library or gbpl.ca for contest rules. 

mailto:brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca
mailto:honeyharbourpl@gmail.com
mailto:honeyharbourcoop@gmail.com
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
http://gbtownship.ca/camp
http://gbpl.ca
http://gbpl.ca


Township of Georgian Bay | 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0
1-800-567-0187 | gbtownship.ca | @gbtownshipp. 6

build a resume, and interview for a job. Working with 
Ms. Elizabeth Louter, both the manager of Delawana 
Resort and part-time teacher at Honey Harbour 
Public School, students narrowed their focus on what 
employment opportunity suited their skills and 
interests. From guest representative to 
housekeeping to minor landscaping, all positions 
were age-appropriate and close to home.

Continue reading about the innovative school project 
at venturemuskoka.ca. 

Funding for home 
repairs
The District of Muskoka offers the Muskoka Ontario 
Renovates Program for low and modest income 
households. The program provides funding for 
affordable housing repairs, accessibility modifications 
for persons with disabilities, and the purchase and 
installation of energy saving products. There are up 
to eighteen Ontario Renovates loans available for 
2018, at up to a maximum of $12,400 each.  
Funding for the program is limited, and will be 
available on chronological receipt of complete and 
eligible applications. 

Find more information and the application package 
on the District’s website or by contacting our 
Community Outreach Worker, Brent Baker, at 
brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca or 705-538-0003. 

Township launches new 
website
The Township launched a new municipal website in 
June to improve the website’s accessibility, content, 
navigation, and design. Now, community members 
can do more online, such as:

•   Get a burn permit

•   Book a building inspection

•   Subscribe to Township updates

•   Submit events to the Community Calendar

•   Sign up for pre-authorized payment plans

Thank you to community members that supported 
this process. Your contibutions, whether to the 
sitemap session or just your openness to give ideas, 
enabled us to build an online presence that better 
reflects our organization and Georgian Bay.  
 

How a small rural 
school helped students 
land summer jobs
School is out for summer – and students at Honey 
Harbour Public School have summer jobs thanks to a 
new school project. 

The project began when one grade eight student, 
Jadyn Little, approached his teacher for advice on 
finding a job. Grade seven and eight teacher Mr. 
James McIntosh immediately saw the opportunity to 
turn one student’s question into an extremely 
valuable lesson. “Everyone uses the skills needed for 
a job search far beyond elementary school,” said Mr. 
McIntosh. “We built the unit around other more 
typical lessons, such as oral language, writing and 
algebra.” 

The unit was broken into small chunks over six 
weeks, teaching students how to write a cover letter, 

build a resume, and interview for a job. Working with 

Adrian Conrad, owner of Delawana Resort, with successful grade 
eight students. 

mailto:brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://delawanaresort.ca
https://delawanaresort.ca
http://venturemuskoka.ca/2018/06/21/hhps/
https://www.muskoka.on.ca/en/community-and-social-services/Funding-for-Home-Repairs.aspx
https://www.muskoka.on.ca/en/community-and-social-services/Funding-for-Home-Repairs.aspx
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Nick Popovich, Director of Development Services and PCP program 
representative, accepting award for joining PCP program.

Township joins the Partners for Climate Protection 
program
The Township of Georgian Bay is the latest 
municipality to join the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities Partners for Climate Protection (PCP) 
program – making a public commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Currently, there 
are over 330 municipalities across Canada that are 
participating in the PCP program and are at various 
stages of the process. 

The Township of Georgian Bay is the first 
municipality in the District of Muskoka to join the 
program, and the fifth as part of Sustainable Severn 
Sound’s (SSS) Local Climate Change Action Plan. 

Municipalities have a key role to play in both 
mitigating and adapting to climate change. Local 
governments influence up to half of Canada’s GHG 
emissions through land use management and 
planning. The PCP program empowers municipalities 
to integrate climate change issues into their 
decisions and to identify strategic opportunities to 
reduce emissions, improve quality of life and grow 

local economies.

This process will increase awareness of the local 
impacts of climate change, recognize mitigation 
practices by municipalities, community organizations 
and agencies, and identify new opportunities to 
decrease the region’s carbon emissions and overall 
environmental footprint. 

''As a rural community, one of the ways we support 
our urban neighbours is through the care of our 
natural and ecological resources that benefit the 
population as a whole. Although our influence over 
carbon emissions may be less than in urban areas, 
smaller communities play an important role in 
responding to a changing climate. By joining the PCP 
program, we are demonstrating that climate action is 
important to our municipality, and sending that 
message to our community and to our guests,” says 
Nick Popovich, Director of Development Services and 
PCP program representative.

Environmental sustainability is rooted within the 
Township’s Official Plan and our Community-Based 
Strategic Plan. There are a number of policies 
adopted by the Township that demonstrate Georgian 
Bay’s leadership in climate action, including policies 
related to sustainable growth, resources, tree cutting 
and site alterations, and our commitment to 
corporate energy reduction.

Read the newly released Local Climate Change 
Action Plan on Sustainable Severn Sound’s 
website for regional climate action goals. 

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://fcm.ca/home/programs/partners-for-climate-protection.htm
https://fcm.ca/home/programs/partners-for-climate-protection.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VxskjwNU3wRtgQmMZ9DFP2aJM6tAQRd0/view
https://www.sustainablesevernsound.ca


Hospitals depend on the generosity of 
the community. Proceeds will support 
the Simcoe Muskoka Regional Heart 
Program and Child & Youth Mental 
Health Unit at RVH. 
 

The need 
is now. 

Tournament Details 
September 13, 2018
11 a.m. Shotgun Start
Oak Bay Golf Club, Port Severn

$150 Advance | $175 After August 1

Prime Rib Dinner and Auction to follow. 
Contact Natalie Graham for Registration & 
Sponsorship at ngraham@gbtownship.ca or 
705-538-2337 x266. 

www.gbtownship.ca/golf

8th Annual

Mayor’s Golf for Health
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