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Calendar
Office closed for Civic Holiday | August 6 

Council | August 13 at 9 a.m. 

Committee of the Whole | No meeting scheduled this month

Committee of Adjustment | August 17 at 9 a.m.

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber (99 
Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council and 
Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously recorded 
meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 
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David Milne: Community 
celebration and fundraiser
David Milne, a renowned Canadian painter, spent a 
significant portion of his career in Georgian Bay. 
Inspired by his natural surroundings, he built a 
cottage to live and paint in on Six Mile Lake. The 
Georgian Bay Township Historical Society is working 
to preserve his modest cottage as part of a Canada 
150 legacy project.

About the project 
With the help of enthusiastic volunteers and 
sponsors, the Historical Society moved Milne’s 1930s 
dwelling beside the historic Bressette House in Port 
Severn for public viewing. It’s here that the 
Historical Society is restoring the cabin’s exterior and 
interior, reproducing the look of its original landscape 
and creating interpretive pathways and signage that 
will tell Milne’s story of his time on Six Mile Lake. 

Part of the landscape will be a pathway to link the 
Bressette House to the municipal offices and the Port 
Severn waterfront park. 

How to help
The Historical Society strives to raise $25,000 to 

preserve Milne’s legacy in Georgian Bay. This money 
will go towards restoring the rustic cabin to its 
original appearance as seen in his paintings and 
historic photos and as described in his personal 
journals. 

You can support the project in the following ways: 

Monetary donations – All donations $20 and over 
are eligible for a tax receipt.

Volunteer your time – Contact the Georgian Bay 
Historical Society to get involved with the project.

Sponsor a David Milne reproduction – For a $500 
(tax deductable) donation, your name or group’s 
name will be placed on a beautifully framed 
reproduction of one of eight Milne paintings that will 
be displayed in and around the Township. These 
paintings are currently on display in the lobby of the 
Township office.

Register for the fundraiser – A community 
celebration and fundraiser will be held at Rawley 
Resort on September 22. Tickets include live 
entertainment and gourmet dining stations for $100. 
Visit gbthistoricalsociety.ca for event details or 
contact Ron Breckbill at 705-737-7422 for tickets. 
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Concept painting by Francine Albrough, showing what the 
Historical Society hopes to achieve. 

David Milne posing at his cottage on Six Mile Lake with his 
artwork and supplies. “If I am allowed to pick my own heaven, 
this is it,” said Milne in a journal entry describing his time in 
Georgian Bay.

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
http://www.gbthistoricalsociety.ca
http://www.gbthistoricalsociety.ca/david-milne-legacy.html
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PAP plans:  Never miss another 
tax due date
The Township offers three pre-authorized 
payment (PAP) plans for taxes: monthly, due 
date (March and August), and properties in 
arrears. PAP plans do not include any 
supplementary billings. Application forms are 
available on the Township website and at the 
municipal office. 

Please contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x223 for details.

Final Tax Billing
The 2018 final tax bills were mailed out mid-June.   
Payment is due August 30th, 2018. Taxes can be 
paid at the municipal office, at your bank, via 
self-service banking, online or by mail. 

Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse the 
property owner from responsibility of payment or 
penalty/interest. If you haven’t received your tax bill 
by mail, please contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x223.

Do you have questions about 
your property assessment?
MPAC (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) 
is responsible for the assessment of your property. A 
representative from MPAC will be at the Township 
office on August 17th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. to 
answer any property assessment related questions 
or concerns. Appointments are preferred, but 
drop-ins will be accommodated if time allows. To 

schedule an appointment, please email 
taxes@gbtownship.ca.

Visit aboutmyproperty.ca to see the information 
MPAC has on file, learn how your property was 
assessed, and compare it to others in your 
neighbourhood. Look for your Roll Number and 
Access Key on your Property Assessment Notice to 
register.

Muskoka raises the 
rainbow flag
The Township of Georgian Bay proudly raised the
rainbow flag on July 24th in support of the Muskoka
Pride Festival that kicked off on July 20th and ran 
until July 29th. Mayor Braid and staff welcomed 
Muskoka Pride for the flag raising ceremony and 
community barbeque. All six municipalities in the 
District of Muskoka plus the Wahta Mohawk First 
Nation participated in the pride festival this year.

The annual week of activities celebrates the local 
LGBTQ+ community. This year’s celebration was 
special, according to Muskoka Pride board member 
Shawn Forth, because it celebrated 10 years of 
LGBTQ+ visibility in Muskoka. This year’s festival 
theme was “Bringing Pride To You,” which represents 

an acknowledgement of Muskoka’s expansive 
geography and Muskoka Pride’s commitment to 
celebrating pride and diversity in all municipalities.

As part of the Township’s vision statement, Georgian 
Bay is committed to being a safe, healthy,
sustainable and welcoming community.

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://mpac.ca
https://aboutmyproperty.ca


Your guide to visiting 
Georgian Bay Land Trust 
properties
It’s been a beautiful summer so far on Georgian Bay, 
and now is the perfect time to get out and explore 
Georgian Bay Land Trust’s conservation properties. 

Georgian Bay Land Trust (GBLT) is a charitable 
conservation organization dedicated to protecting 
wilderness lands along eastern Georgian Bay and the 
North Channel. Their 55 protected properties include 
15 designated as public access, meaning they’re 
open for picnicking, swimming, nature watching, and 
other low-impact daytime use (fires and overnight 
camping are not permitted). Consult GBLT’s Guide to 
Public Access Properties for an introduction to some 
of our best-loved destinations, and visit the GBLT 
website for more detailed information about each 
property.

The remaining Land Trust properties are designated 
as either “yellow” (some access) or “red” (no access, 
highly environmentally sensitive). Public access 
properties are “green”. While “yellow” properties 
aren’t generally classic picnic destinations (think 
wetlands, dense forests, etc.), interested visitors are 
welcomed if they let GBLT know in advance. If you’re 
interested in visiting, contact Land Protection 
Program Manager Brooks Greer at 416-440-1519 
x103 or brooks.greer@gblt.org.

Visitor’s Guide
GBLT asks everyone that visits a Georgian Bay Land 
Trust property to follow the Visitor’s Guide, which 
covers some basic guidelines for environmentally 
appropriate behaviour. Download the Visitor’s Guide 
for more information and review the rules below. 

Remove all trash – If you brought it in, take it out. 
This includes all biodegradable materials, especially 
human and pet waste.

Leave it as you found it – Please don’t pick the 
flowers or collect the rocks. With many people 
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mailto:brooks.greer@gblt.org
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gblt.org
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visiting the properties, the less impact we each 
make, the longer we will enjoy what we have.

Keep wildlife wild – Respect wildlife by observing it 
from a distance and leaving it in peace. Avoid any 
conflict and don’t feed the animals.

Manage your dog – Keep your dog nearby and 
under control and pay attention to signage. Ask 
others before allowing your dog to say hello and 
always pick up after your dog.

Keep it small and short – To reduce the impact of 
visits, please keep your group small and only stay 
for a couple of hours so others can enjoy a visit too. 
Read the signs about access and recognize that a red 
flag means a property is at capacity. 

Eat cold, not hot – Please never use portable 
stoves or BBQs, and never light fires on GBLT 

properties. Even small fires damage rocks. 

Keep it light – GBLT public-access properties are 
great for low-impact daytime activities like 
picnicking, swimming, taking photographs, hiking 
and bird watching. Prohibited activities include 
camping overnight, lighting fires, leaving garbage, 
damaging or removing natural materials, making 
loud noise and using motorized vehicles. 

Spread the word – Please share this guide with 
others in the Georgian Bay community so they can 
help too!

Have fun, and don’t forget to share your expriences! 
We would love to see how you enjoy your favourite 
Georgian Bay Land Trust property. Use  
#GBLandTrust on Instagram, tweet @gblandtrust, or 
send your pictures and stories to info@gblt.org. 
Happy exploring!

mailto:info@gblt.org
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
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Township recognizes 65 
years of marriage
Mayor Larry Braid celebrated the 65th wedding 
anniversary of Ken and Joan Higgs in June. His wife, 
Joan, is currently suffering from Alzheimer’s disease 
and is living in a long-term care facility in Barrie. 
Best wishes to their family in reaching this exciting 
milestone. 

Library news and events
Georgian Bay Public Library will connect you and 
your family to a world of imagination and discovery!

All three branches offer wireless internet access and 
a collection of books, movies, magazines, preloaded 
tablets and audiobooks. 

Amateur Photo Contest
Don't forget to enter your best photos for Georgian 
Bay Public Library’s “What's Your Passion?” photo 
contest. Submissions will be accepted at any library 
branch until Friday, August 10th. 

Open to all Georgian Bay residents, there are two 
entry categories: Youth and Adult. Visit the library or 
gbpl.ca for contest rules. 

Kids Programs

Fun programs for children continue at the Honey 
Harbour and MacTier branches in August. Visit your 
branch or go to gbpl.ca for details.

Library Book Sale

MacTier Library's Big Book Sale will be held on 
Saturday, August 4th as part of the MacTier Big 
Weekend. Plan to attend for some great bargains!

 

Honey Harbour gets 
outdoor washrooms
There are new outdoor public washrooms in the 
community of Honey Harbour! Located next to the 
Honey Harbour library branch and public boat 
launches, the new washrooms will be cleaned daily 
and available even when the library is closed.

These washrooms are part of the Township’s 
commitment to strengthening Honey Habour’s 
community hub and enhancing public spaces, making 
it easier to explore and spend extended time in the 
vibrant community.

Ken Higgs (centre) with his son Dave Higgs (right) accepting an 
anniversary award from Mayor Larry Braid (left).

Local business owner, Annemarie Grigaitis, celebrating the new 
facilities in Honey Harbour.

https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
http://gbpl.ca
http://gbpl.ca
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Congratulations Georgian 
Bay graduates of 2018
Family and friends joined elementary school 
graduates across Georgian Bay to celebrate their 
exciting milestone in June. Ceremonies were held at  
Honey Harbour Public School, MacTier Public School 
and St. Antoine Daniel Catholic School. Mayor Larry 
Braid presented bursary awards from the Township 
of Georgian Bay in recognition of student success. 
Best of luck to all graduates in the continuation of 
their academic journey. 

Make your voice count: 
2018 Municipal Election
The next municipal election will take place on 
October 22nd, 2018. The Township of Georgian 
Bay will be conducting internet and telephone voting 
so voters can cast their vote from home or away! No 
mail-in ballots will occur. 

Make sure you’re in our Voter 
Database 
If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), eligible voters in 
your household may not be in our Voter Database. 
Confirm that you’re registered on our website or by 
calling Jessica Gunby, Clerk, at 1-800-567-0187 
x242. You must be eligible to vote in the upcoming 
municipal election in order to register yourself.  

If you’re not already part of our Voter Database, you 
can request to be added in person at the Township 
office, by registering yourself online or by emailing a 
colour copy of your photo identification to 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca. Include your mailing address 
if it’s different from your property address in the 
Township.

Mock Election
We’re holding a “Mock Election” for members of the 
public to test casting their ballot and ask questions 
about the election process. Join us on Friday, 
October 5th at 2 p.m. at the municipal office (Council 
Chamber) if you’re interested in testing out our new 
vote casting procedures prior to the polls opening on 
October 12th. 

Honey Harbour Public School

MacTier Public School

St. Antoine Daniel Catholic School

The nomination period ended at 2 p.m. on 
July 27th, 2018. See who’s currently running 
to represent the citizens of Georgian Bay at 
gbtownship.ca/election.

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbtownship.ca/en/township-hall/election.aspx


Hospitals depend on the generosity of 
the community. Proceeds will support 
the Simcoe Muskoka Regional Heart 
Program and Child & Youth Mental 
Health Unit at RVH. 
 

The need 
is now. 

Tournament Details 
September 13, 2018
11 a.m. Shotgun Start
Oak Bay Golf Club, Port Severn

$150 Advance | $175 After August 1

Prime Rib Dinner and Auction to follow. Oak 
Bay members save $50 on the registration 
fee. Contact Natalie Graham for Registration & 
Sponsorship at ngraham@gbtownship.ca or 
705-538-2337 x266. 

www.gbtownship.ca/golf

8th Annual

Mayor’s Golf for Health
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