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Georgian Bay  
TIMES

What’s Inside
Hear Well Be Well with Nancy 
Robinson  at Baxter Ward 
Community Centre from 
1:00 PM - 5:00PM

Committee of the Whole
Planning Council & Council & 

•2020 Budget Approved 

•Honey Harbour Library is Moving

•The State of the Bay Updates 

•What is an SRA?

•Honey Harbour Waterfront Plan

•Fire-Arms By-law 91-105 Information

February
5

10

28

14

Early Bird Dog Tag Deadline

CalendAr

Committee of Adjustment 

~Municipal Information That Matters To You~
99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0

705-538-2337 | 1-800-567-0187 (Toll-Free)
                            www.gbtownship.ca
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Community Board The Inside Scoop

Financial 
Services 
Department 
2020 Budget has been 
Approved! 

On January 13, 2020 Council 
passed the Budget By-law 
2020-006. Budget details will 
be provided with the final 
2020 tax bill scheduled to be 
mailed in June. The budget 
can be viewed at: 
www.gbtownship.ca 
under Township Hall.

Are you set up for
pre-authorized 
payment plans? 

The Township offers three 
pre-authorized payment plans 
for taxes: monthly payments, 
payments on tax due dates, 
and for tax accounts in 
arrears. Contact taxes@
gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x 223.

If you have any 
questions in relation to 
budget or finance please 
contact Julie Bouthillette, 
Director of Financial Services 
at 705-538-2337 x 246.

 

 

 

 
  

 

The Public Library 

Honey Harbour Library is Moving!
 
We are excited to announce that the 
Honey Harbour Public Library will be 
moving in March into a separate space at the  Honey 
Harbour Public School. The newly renovated space 
will enable us to develop a deeper community hub 
spirit within our branch. With the same great services 
and staff, we will continue to provide you with the 
latest books, movies, technology, and programs for 
both adults and children.

Our new location is 2586 Honey Harbour Road which 
is still easily accessible by boat or car. 

An open house will be announced in the near future. 
Come in and see how your library is continuing to 
grow!

For more information, please contact 
Tracey Fitchett at
705-756-8851 or tfitchett@gbpl.ca 
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Community Board 

You can now apply for your 2020 Dog Licence at 
the Township Office. Apply before February 28 for 
reduced fees.
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In November 2019, the GBBR welcomed researchers, scientists, policy 
makers, and community members to the Charles W. Stockey Centre in 
Parry Sound for the first State of the Bay Conference. This Conference 
follows the release of State of the Bay: an ecosystem health report for 
eastern and northern Georgian Bay in 2018. The report is a compi-
lation of the best available research on water, wetlands, fisheries, and 
habitats in this unique landscape, providing a snapshot of the environ-
mental health for eastern and northern Georgian Bay, from the Severn 
River up to Killarney and McGregor Bay. 

This free, public event was full of fantastic presentations highlighting 
the latest research and monitoring findings on water quality, lower 
food web, and fish communities in Georgian Bay. The 90 people in at-
tendance were encouraged to provide input on what they see as future 
research and monitoring priorities along the coast. Local partners and 
the work they do was also highlighted including Georgian Bay 
Forever’s work on invasive species and microplastics; Magnetawan 
First Nation’s work with species at risk, climate change, and Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge; Severn Sound Environmental Association’s 
work monitoring water quality and the lower food web; and 
Shawanaga First Nation’s fish hatchery program for Walleye.

There is a tremendous amount of great research happening around 
Georgian Bay, but there is still so much more to learn! Participating in 
citizen science and supporting stewardship programs through partici-
pation and/or donations are just three ways to ensure this work hap-
pens. Your donations to our program will help produce the next State 
of the Bay report in 2023. 

To read the 163-page background report, learn more about threats to 
Georgian Bay, and how to get involved with citizen science along the 
coast, visit StateOfTheBay.ca. 

The Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve (GBBR) is a globally 
unique freshwater archipelago of islands, acting as a natural 
corridor for species movement across land and water. With 
relatively few roads and lower development, this region is 
an important place for species conservation. However, with 
more local development, expanding road networks, the 
spread of invasive species, and climate change, our biodiver-
sity is at risk.  These imminent threats prompted GBBR to 
develop the State of the Bay report as a way to understand 
where efforts are needed most.
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What is a 
SRA?

SRA stands for 
Shore Road Allowance.
In the late 19th century, 
surveyors were instructed to 
lay out a 66 foot strip of land 
for commercial road allow-
ances at the shore to be used 
for logging and transportation 
of goods. Although we do not 
use these roads in the present 
time, they still exist legally on 
paper and this space is often 
owned by the municipality. 

Where can I learn more? 

Please visit the Township of Georgian Bay website at 
www.gbtownship.ca and search on Permits  or access the permit  by 
typing shorturl.at/sDKVW into your browser.

Should you purchase your SRA?

Answer…it depends.
If you are building or making improvements to a dock or a cottage that is 
located on the SRA then the answer would be …yes. In order to obtain a 
building permit from the Township of Georgian Bay you need to own the 
land that the structure is located on. If you do not own the land then you 
cannot build or make improvements to any structure. 

How much does it cost?

Answer…it depends. 
The amount that it would cost is calculated by the amount you are go-
ing to purchase. The Township of Georgian Bay sells the SRA for $8 per 
square metre. As part of the process, you would hire a surveyor to 
determine the area for you. In addition to the cost of purchase, there is an 
application fee and legal fees. 

How long does it take?

Answer…it depends. 
Normally it can take 3 to 12 months. There are a few factors that can slow 
the process. The weather may not be ideal for a surveyor to get on your 
property, your neighbor may not agree with the line extension to the wa-
ter, or the meeting date to go before Council may get delayed depending 
on the applications in front of yours. 
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 A message from Jordan DaSilva, 
Municipal Law Enforcement Officer

Its is undeniable that the Township of Georgian Bay is 
known for its beautiful lakes and forests. While some 
people come to see the natural beauty, others are 
interested in exploring the parts of Georgian Bay where 
they can discharge their fire-arms. Of course, I love taking 
calls to discuss by-laws in our community; however, to the 
average citizen this may not be their favorite way to spend 
the afternoon.  This is why I hope to save time for residents 
and visitors who are interested in the Township of 
Georgian Bay’s Fire-Arms By-law by providing you with 
some helpful information. This information is for those 
individuals that would like to discharge their fire-arms 
legally and safely. For the readers who are not particularly 
interested in fire-arms you may stop reading now but feel 
free to contact me at any time regarding by-laws. For those 
that are still reading, here are a few key factors to consider 
before discharging your fire-arms!

1.   Know where you are
Remember to bring a map with you as laws can 
differ between Townships. What is allowed in 
Georgian Bay may not pass in another 
municipality-vice versa!

2.   Discharging of Fire-arms
Within the Township of Georgian Bay 
individuals are prohibited to discharge their 
fire-arms within 75 metres (244ft) of any 
dwelling unit. An example of a dwelling unit is 
a structure or building that a person might be 
located in. This goes for any roadway within 
Georgian Bay Township as well. I always 
recommend to residents and visitors that they 
double the required distance for the safety of 
others. Within the Township of Georgian Bay 
individuals are prohibited to discharge their 
fire-arms within 152.4 metres (500 ft) of the 
property limits of landfill sites. Due to the 
amount of animals that are likely to be around 
landfill sites and residents coming and going 
from them, the required distance is further. 
Please remember that just because you enjoy 
fire-arms, this does not mean others enjoy 
them. Distance yourself from the public as 
much as possible when discharging fire-arms.

3.   Penalties 
Any person found to be in contravention of 
this By-Law shall upon conviction be subject 
to a finelnot to exceed $2,000. 

4.   No Sunday Hunting 
There is no Sunday hunting within the Town-
ship of Georgian Bay. With that being said 
target practice is allowed. Remember to be 
courteous when setting up your targets and 
where they are located!

5.   MNRF 
If an individual is discharging their fire-arms 
on Crown Land for hunting or target practice 
purposes, I recommend you contact the 
Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry 
information line at 705-754-1902 for further 
inquires.

“

”

Fire-Arms By-law 91-105
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The Honey Harbour 
Waterfront PLan

The Honey Harbour 
Community Advisory Group

Change is on the horizon
and it is undeniable that 
change can be nerve-racking 
and exciting all at the same time. We 
want you to know all the facts as we 
begin construction to upgrade the 
waterfront at Delawana Road in 2020. 

You probably have heard the details by 
now but lets recap. This project has four 
main components:

1. A large dock at the end of Delawana 
Road.

2. Several small docks and boat slips for 
day use only.

3.A walking path, similar to a board-
walk, along the shore of Georgian Bay.

4. Upgrades to the beach/parkette at the 
intersection of Honey Harbour Road 
and Delawana Road for residents and 
visitors to enjoy additional recreation 
space. 

Where are we getting the funds from? 
Again, four is our lucky number.

1. $900,000 from Federal channels.

2. $400,000 from Provincial (proposed).

3. $400,000 from the Delawana Resort. 

4. $300,000 from the Township Reserve 
Fund. 

 

The mandate of the Community Advisory Group (CAG) is to provide advice 
and recommendations to Council regarding Honey Harbour Projects. Over 
the years, members of the CAG have worked to take the Honey Harbour 
Waterfront Plan off the ground and advise Council on the wants and needs of 
the community. The CAG is excited to announce that after years of communi-
ty-based planning, the Waterfront Plan will break ground in 2020. If you still 
have questions, the CAG urges you to watch their informational video to learn 
more about the power of community and public-private partnerships. Just 
type shorturl.at/jGSUW into your browser to access the video or visit www.
gbtownship.ca for more information. 

Fire-Arms By-law 91-105
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The Highlights 

ABOVE: Brad Sokach, 
Director of Operations, 
celebrates 5 years of service 
with the Township. 

ABOVE: The Final Honey Bee Festival 
numbers are in! Our community raised  
$25,000 for the good work of the 
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve. 

LEFT: Newly 
appointed CAO 
Jessica Gunby and 
Mayor Koetsier 
attended ROMA to 
have discussions 
with Ministers 
about challenges, 
successes and up-
coming projects in 
our community.


