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Community Board 

P L A N N I N G
URBAN DESIGN 
&  L A N D S C A P E  
ARCHITEC TURE

TOWNSHIP OF GEORGIAN BAY

HoneyBee
 Festival

Thank you to our unBEElievably  

generous  sponsors!

Mayor Peter 
Koetsier 

Cathy
Korpi
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“Living to work is not the plan.” states Camryn 
Harris, a Gen Z resident in our area who spoke 
eloquently, and with confidence, during a very 
provocative discussion over dinner. “I am not 
willing to accept a career that allows me to 
live a lifestyle, but rather I am going to chose 
a lifestyle and build my career around it.”  The 
table is silent as Harris explains that “travelling 
a path that will place me in a work force with-
out consideration of the lifestyle just doesn’t 
fit the bill”, and frankly, the bills are enormous 
when considering post secondary education to 
fulfill a commitment to get a degree. “Before I 
even consider a career, I need to be clear first 
what kind of lifestyle I would like to have, and 
then I will use my skills and my abilities to find 
or create work that will allow for it.  Naturally, 
if that path includes school, I am happy to go, 
but not until I know for sure that it will yield 
the right result, and we are not talking about 
money, but rather the lifestyle.  That is what I 
am focusing on here.”

 This perspective, although provocative, can 
easily be dismissed with the thought that these 
generations simply don’t want to work; that is 
not the case but a misconception that is facing 
many Millennial, Generation X or Generation 
Z workers that are now 19 - 30 years old and 
are entering our workforce. Having heard the 
expression that that we need to be nimble for 
these workers to survive, its a head scratcher 
as to what to do next. Is this a real thing?

“Well, yes it is.” states Brock Dickinson, Ad-
junct Professor and Entrepreneur in Residence 
at the University of Waterloo. “A new presence 

is about us with the 
‘Gig’ economy. This 
language is derived 
from the concept of 
a musician who signs 
up for a Gig, a short 
term project that has 
quick goals and time 
commitments.  Now 
we have workers here 
who are looking for 
their own Gig econo-
my, be it Uber, AirBnB, 
consulting, freelance 
writing, or more in-
dependent careers 
where they can be open to the imagination of 
opportunities around them rather than being 
restricted by a shift or a timeline for which 
they are accountable for. In many of the exam-
ples above, and for people with entrepreneurial 
spirits, the ability to craft their work to match 
the lifestyle is rising everywhere.”

And its buzzing in Georgian Bay, where Eliza-
beth Louter is officially a bee keeper as a side 
hustle and has found herself a member of the 
Gig economy. One small bee hive kit, provided 
to her by her husband on Valentine’s Day, has 
turned into six hives and honey production. 
Her new Gig also now allows for the production 
of bee lip balm, bee wraps, bee candles and 
forthcoming bee beer, (a partnership brewing 
with Sawdust City, another Gig entrepreneur).

Is this an interruption of the work spaces in 
this area? “Yes, it absolutely is.” states Joanne 

The Gig

By Jennifer Schiner 

“Living to work is not the plan.”

Smith owner of several Tim Hortons in and 
around Muskoka and Midland. “It is becoming 

sarily include post secondary multi-year cours-
es, but rather acute triage courses on book-

increasingly difficult to find workers who are 
willing to commit to a schedule and a work life 
that requires on time performance and actual-
ly working a shift. We are frustrated and have 
seen a need to bring in out-of-town workers to 
support the job performance here”.

 So how do we respond to this? As economic 
and community developers, Venture Muskoka 
believes (and Professor Dickinson agrees) that 
the way to support this Gig economy is to  
ensure that the training available, and the 
menu of options for training, may not neces-

keeping, marketing, sales and small business. 
Partnering with small business enterprises and 
Muskoka Futures may well be a good reliable 
opportunity to attract the attention of people 
like Camryn and Elizabeth.  

 This brings back the important skill sets that 
Joanne Smith offers with scheduled work 
weeks and on-time performance. Perhaps it is 
a marriage of both worlds as there needs to be 
multiple streams of income in order to survive 
while these Gig workers follow their passion. 
This type of worker is important and the ability 

Final Oct. E-News 2019.indd   4-5 2019-10-01   5:11 PM



 www.gbtownship.ca | October 2019          76          Georgian Bay Times | October 2019

Ask the Township Officeto support the Gig economy does match where 
Muskoka is headed in terms of attracting these 
groups to be a part of our communities.

If it is bee farming, craft brewery or a com-
bination of both, it makes good sense for 
communities to rally and support this shift in 
worker abilities. We draw reference back to 
the creative workspace and also the Rural on 
Purpose article written in June 2019 here on 
Venture Muskoka.  The way we do business is 
changing. Gig Economy is here. Why? “Well,” 
Harris states, “if you want to assign blame, 
take a look at the cost of education. It is no 
longer affordable to attend school just to get a 
degree. The only way this could even be con-
sidered now is if there are courses I need for 
the lifestyle I am not willing to negotiate.”

“Gig Economy is here.”

Financial Service Department 
Always  missing your tax date? Sign up 
for property tax pre-authorized payment 
plans! 

You can sign up at any time of the year. 
There are three plans available: monthly, 
due date (March and August), and proper-
ties in arrears.  Supplementary billings are 
not included in the plan and must be paid 
separately.  Applications are available on 
the Township website under Financial  
Services.    
 
Contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-
567-0187 x 223 for more information.

Did you know that pollinators are not just 
bees? There are over 100,000 insects such 
as butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, and 
beetles—and over 1,000 mammals, birds, 
reptiles, and amphibians, that act as polli-
nators. You can support the good work of 
pollinators in 3 simple ways. 
 
1.Plant Native Wild Flowers
Plants that are native to your region are 
the foundation of health pollinator habitat. 
It provides them with pollen and nectar for 
food, covers them from the elements and is 
a place where their young can grow! 

2.Avoid Pesticides
Replace harmful chemicals with organic pest 
management options such as vinegar.

3.Give Bees Nesting Places
There are 4,000 bee species native to North 
America (the Honey Bee is actually a 
European import). Many native species do 
not form hives, instead they lay their eggs 
in wood or sandy soils. You can support 
these bees by hanging “Bee Houses” or 
leaving your property rich in soil. 

Honey Harbour:
 
Paint a Picture! Sunday, October 20 
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon as you learn to 
paint a fall picture step by step at the 
Baxter Ward Community Centre. From 1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. $40 per person.  
Pre-register by calling 705-756-8851. 
 
Pumpkin Mania! Join us on Saturday,  
October 26 for our second annual 
Pumpkin Mania at the Baxter Ward Com-
munity Centre from 10:00 a.m - 12:00 
p.m. See who can carve the best pumpkin, 
enjoy games and the treats afterwards. 
Costumes encouraged! 

MacTier: 
Build a Bird House- Saturday, October 26th 
11:00 a.m.- The Anglers and Hunters  
Association of Parry Sound is hosting a bird 
house building workshop for children aged 
8yrs to 12 yrs. 

Paper Roll Fabric Pumpkins- Wednesday, 
October 23rd 6:30 pm. Join us to make 
three sizes of toilet paper roll 
fabric pumpkins. Please pre-register by 
calling 705-375-5430 for all events at the 
Mactier Library. $20 per person, all 
materials supplied. 
  

A monment w
ith

ABOVE: There was only smiles at the Tim Hortons in 
Port Severn on Smile Cookie Day. All smile cookie funds 
will go to support the Georgian Bay General Hospital. 
Mayor  Koetsier put his sales skills to the test and joined 
the staff behind the counter to learn the art of selling 
smile cookies! Questions?    

Contact Jane Corbeil, Director of Financial 
Services/Treasurer at:  jcorbeil@gbtown-
ship.ca   or 705-538-2337 ext. 246  
 
*Dates may be subject to change. 

 

The Budget Process  
Breakdown 
The 2020 Township budget  
process is underway.  Below is 
the public meeting schedule. 

DRAFT ONE, REVIEW &  
DELIBERATION, NOVEMBER 2019 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

1

2

3

DRAFT TWO, REVIEW &  
DELIBERATION, DECEMBER 2019 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

BUDGET APPROVAL  
DECEMBER 2019 OR JANUARY 2020 
COUNCIL MEETING

The Public Library 

Winter hours  
begin on October 1st! 
Please visit www.
gbpl.ca for more  
information.
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The Highlights 

LEFT: The David Milne Cabin has 
found it’s new home! Artist David 
Milne lived and created on Six Mile 
Lake for many years and was 
inspired by Georgian Bay throughout 
this life. A huge congratuations goes 
out to the Historical Society for  
organizing this incredible exhbit!

LEFT: We’re going off  
roadin’! Thanks to the  
generous sponsors from Port 
Severn Heights and Factory 
Recreation, the Fire Department 
can now access remote locations 
during emergencies. 

While you were out living your best Georgian Bay life, here is what you missed... 
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