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The Honey Harbour Public 
Library is Moving  
 
The Honey Harbour Library is excited to 
annouce they will be relocating to a private 
space in the Honey Harbour Public School. 
This newly renovated area will enable 
the Library to create a community hub 
atmosphere. The Library will continue to be 
accessible by foot, car or boat. To facilitate 
the move the library will be closed from 
February 27 until March 16, 2020. 

The Library will reopen on March 17. Please 
join us on Friday, March 27 at noon for 
our Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and cake 
celebration. Come and see our new space 
and learn about the services within your 
Library.  

Lorna, Librarian, holds “A Taste of Honey 
Harbour” while packing for the move in Port 
Severn.

Susan Stokes, Library Chair, and Tracey 
Fitchett, Library CEO, explore the renovations 
at their new location in Honey Harbour.

And... The Port Severn 
Library is Moving  
 
The Port Severn Library will be moving 
back to its original space in the lobby of the 
Township Community Services Building. We 
are excited to have the increased space to 
continue to provide you with the best books, 
movies, technology and services. See you on 
March 26 in our new (old) location. 

MacTier Library Programs
Planting for Spring|March 18|12:30 PM 
Photo Canvas Making|March 25| 6:30 PM

Call 705-375-5430 to register. 
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Date: April 18, 2020 
Time: 6PM  

Save the Date
Baxter Ward Lions 
Club Chicken & Rib 
Dinner. 

Price: $30 each 
Where: Baxter Ward 
Community Centre

99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0
705-538-2337 | 1-800-567-0187 (Toll-Free)

                            www.gbtownship.ca
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The first—and most important—step 
towards understanding the Canadian 
Indigenous history is to recognize that 
Indigenous people are strong people. 
In spite of the severity of the many 
issues that individuals, families and 
communities face, Indigenous peoples 
are demonstrating their resiliency and 
reemergence to equal standing within 
the Canadian society.

The shared history between Indigenous 
peoples and European settlers is one 
of cultural disruption and missed 
opportunities. Generations of Indigenous 
peoples experienced profound, unsought 
and irreversible changes in their cultural 
and family life as a result of colonization. 
Many Indigenous people are working to 
change the cycles of abuse, the social 
and economic disruption, the loss of 

languages and the assimilation and loss of 
their cultures and identity.

Indigenous people are building bridges of 
reconciliation and working to create 
educational communities where their 
children are respected and their 
cultures are reflected and appreciated 
in Canadian society. They are rebuilding 
their Indigenous cultures and hope to 
right the relations of the past. However, 
many challenges and injustices still exist 
today including continuous human rights 
violations. Education is key to positive 
change. -Allan Sutherland, White Spotted 
Horse. 

All are welcome to view the timeline in 
the Township’s Council Chambers to learn 
about Indigenous history. 

The timeline below is hung proudly at 99 Lone 
Pine Road, Port Severn, in Council Chambers. 
The Township is committed to celebrating 
Indigenous history and building meaningful 
relationships with First Nations communities.

Understanding Indigenous People 
and Their History

“99% of Canadians do not know the 
Indigenous peoples history. 90% of 
Indigenous peoples do not know their 
own history. We need to change that.”
-Waabiskhi Mazinishin Mishtadim, 
Anishinaabe

To learn more or purchase a 
timeline, please visit: 
www.whitespottedhorse.com

www.gbtownship.ca
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588 sites of invasive Phragmites have been mapped 
on the east coast of Georgian Bay by Georgian Bay 
Forever. That sounds bad, and it sounds like a lot. 

Invasive Phragmites is bad, but the good news is that 
the Township of Georgian Bay (GBT), the charity 
Georgian Bay Forever (GBF), and communities and 
volunteers on the Georgian Bay coast have been 
tackling this problem for years with success, including 
2019; and there is a forward-thinking plan to have 
these all under management by 2025, and gone by 
2030.

What is the current status of invasive Phragmites?
Invasive Phragmites (Phragmites australis subsp. 
australis) is an invasive grass originally from Europe 
that spreads rapidly, growing into 15 feet high 
monoculture ‘walls’ by out-competing native plants. 
These invasive Phragmites sites, if left alone, threaten 
biodiversity, habitat, and your enjoyment of the beauty 
of the shorelines.

Of the 588 invasive Phragmites sites mapped, 359 of 
those sites are on GBT shorelines. But, they are not 
being left alone to grow and grow and grow.  

Last year in GBT,  112 sites were cut, removing 
12,179 kg of biomass, and finding that 26 sites were 
eradicated from past efforts (in addition to 36 stands 
that had been eradicated in years prior). This was 
accomplished thanks to financial support by GBT, 
the Honey Harbour Association, the Cognashene 
Cottagers’ Assocation, Twelve Mile Bay Association, 
the Wah Wah Taysee Assocation, and so many 
Georgian Bay Forever donors and funders. In 2019, 
the funds raised supported Georgian Bay Forever staff 
and management and 200+ community members who 
helped cut or learn about invasive Phragmites.

Protecting your water.

Volunteers removed 12,179 kg of Phragmites 
from the shores of Georgian Bay in 2019.

The Lily Pond in Honey Harbour had a 
successful Phragmites removal session in 2019.
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The future: A 5-year plan for the total management of 
588 stands of invasive Phragmites. By 2030, they will 
be eradicated.

While there has been tremendous progress, there is 
more help needed. Georgian Bay Forever (GBF) has 
developed a plan for every single one of the 588 sites, 
including the 359 in Georgian Bay Township. If the 
plan is fully funded and resourced, by the end of 2024, 
90% of the sites in GBT will be fully eradicated, and 
the remaining 10% will have received at least one cut, 
and be so small that they will be manageable by the 
community and gone by 2030. During this time, the 
229 sites outside of GBT will be undergoing a similar 
process. However, the plan does depend on receiving 
funding and the communities’ continued and amazing 
passionate participation. 

Georgian Bay Forever thanks GBT for granting 
$20,000 of this year’s  GBT plan with estimated costs of 
$37, 680, which helps communities continue to tackle 
this plant with GBF direction. With your donation 
support, the charity Georgian Bay Forever can raise 
the remainder of funds needed for Phragmites control 
in the ToGB for 2020 (and beyond to 2025 and other 
areas in Georgian Bay).  Please donate today at 
www.gbf.org to support invasive Phragmites coastal 
eradication and wetland restoration, and other water 
quality protection projects.   Your support protects 
water quality, habitat, and our enjoyment of the 
biodiversity of beautiful Georgian Bay.  

Phragmites: 5 Year Plan

2020 Township Budget

99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0
705-538-2337 | 1-800-567-0187 (Toll-Free)
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Q: What exactly is a budget?
A: A planned itemized summary of money coming 
into the municipality and how that money will be 
spent over a specified period of time.
Q: What is this mandate of municipalities having a 
“balanced budget”
A: Provincial Government (Ontario) legislates that 
money coming into a municipality must equal money 
going out.  This is known as a balanced budget. 
Therefore unlike the provincial or federal government 
a municipality may not budget to have a surplus or 
deficit at the end of a fiscal period (calendar year)

Q: What is the difference between an operating and 
capital budget?
A: Operating budget: Pays for all the day to day 
activities of the corporation. Examples of operating 
expenses include, salaries and wages, insurance, 
supplies, and fuel. 
Capital budget: Pays for all new big investments or 
rehabilitation of assets currently under the city’s 
control. Examples of capital expenses include new or 
refurbished roads and structures for parks.

Council adopted the 2020 Budget on January  
13, 2020. Please view the By-law 2020-06 on our 
website. Budget details will be in the final 2020 
tax bill that will be mailed out in June 2020.
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Interim Tax Billing

Waste Bin Removal Transition: why 
are the bin sites being removed?

There are numerous waste bins sites 
throughout the District of Muskoka that 
are not licensed and are not compliant 
with the Environmental Protection Act. 
They pose risk to the environment, 
especially when waste is not disposed 
of properly in and around bin sites. 
Many bin sites are located very close 
to our lakes and rivers and they pose a 
high risk of contamination. The District 
of Muskoka, alongside their consulting 
team, will be visiting communities this 
spring/summer to discuss assessed 
alternatives for the bin sites that are 
being removed within the Township.  
We will be keeping you informed with all 
additional information we receive.

The 2020 interim tax bills were mailed
mid-February and payment is due on March 27.
 
If you did not receive your tax bill, contact us at
taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x223.
Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse the
property owner from responsibility of 
payment,nor relieve them from liability of 
interest or penalty for late payment. Taxes are 
payable by any of the following methods: 
• At the Township office
• At your bank
• Via self-service banking,
•  Online 
• By mail

LEFT: David Hudson, IT 
Systems Administrator, 
celebrated his 5 years of 
service with the Township. 
David has donated his service 
gift to The Lighthouse Soup 
Kitchen and Shelter in Orillia.  
For more information on this 
organization please visit: 
www.orillialighthouse.ca.
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