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What’s Inside

Mason jar making in MacTier 

MacTier Santa Claus Parade 

Deadline for the Digital Main 
Street Business Grant Application

Lions Club General Meeting

Calendar invite 

Connect with us !
@gbtownship

Watch council meetings live on youtube.com

~Municipal Information that matters to you~

•The 2020 Budget Process 

•Happy Holidays! Check out the food 

bank donations list

•Oak Bay is a Bee City Golf Course 

•Business Spotlight: Cain’s Catering 

•Wiigwaas Jiimaanke: 

Anishinaabek Youth Host a Canoe 

Build
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Community Board Ask the Township Office

Financial Service Department 
Always missing your tax date? Sign up 
for property tax pre-authorized payment 
plans! 

You can sign up at any time of the year. 
There are three plans available: monthly, 
due date (March and August), and proper-
ties in arrears.  Supplementary billings are 
not included in the plan and must be paid 
separately.  Applications are available on 
the Township website under Financial  
Services.    
 
Contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-
567-0187 x 223 for more information.

 Honey Harbour:
 

 

 
  

 

Questions?
If you have any questions related to the 2020 
Township Budget, please contact Lynn Andrews, 
Deputy Treasurer at: landrews@gbtownship.ca or 
705-538-2337 ext. 264.

 

The Budget Process  
Breakdown 
The 2020 Township budget process is 
underway.  Below is the public meeting 
schedule. 

DRAFT ONE, REVIEW &  
DELIBERATION: NOVEMBER 2019 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

1

2

3

DRAFT TWO, REVIEW &  
DELIBERATION: DECEMBER 2019 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

ANTICIPATED BUDGET 
APPROVAL: 
JANUARY 2020 
COUNCIL MEETING

The Public Library 

You can now apply for your 2020 Dog License at 
the Township Office. Apply before February 28, for 
reduced fees.

Christmas Mason Jar Lanterns: 
Wednesday December 4, at  1:00 p.m. We 
will be making a variety of Christmas 
lanterns and decorations made out of 
mason jars. The cost is $5.00 per person 
and this includes all materials. 
Please register by calling 705-756-8851.

The Georgian Bay Public Library would like 
to wish you a safe and happy holiday 
season. Below are the Holiday Hours for 
Honey Harbour, Port Severn and MacTier:

 •December 24: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 •December 25: Closed
 •December 26: Closed
 •December 31: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 •January      1: Closed 
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On behalf of Mayor Koetsier and Council 

The Township of Georgian Bay 

wishes you and yours the best of the holiday season.

Oak Bay Golf Course is 
Canada’s First 
Bee City Golf Course .

Don’t forget to donate to the Port Severn or MacTier Food 
Bank this holiday season.  The Food Bank is always looking 
for non-perishable items such as:

✓Healthy cereals & oatmeal
✓Canned fruits and vegetables 
✓Pasta and sauces
✓Kids snacks ( juice boxes, applesauce etc.)
✓Peanut butter and other meat alternatives such as nuts & soy
✓Canned fish and meat
✓Dairy (fresh, canned, and powdered)
✓Beans and lentils 
✓Infant diapers & wipes
✓Personal hygiene products such as pads, tampons, 
toothpaste, deodorant, toilet paper, lip balm & Depends
 

Oak Bay Golf Club and Marina, located in Port Severn, Ontario, is like other golf courses. It has impeccable 
conditioning and compliments its surrounding natural environment as if it was always meant to be there. If you 
dig a little deeper, however, you will begin to notice that Oak Bay Golf and Marina is not completely like the rest. 
When visiting Oak Bay you may ask yourself “why are there multiple carries over natural areas?”, “why are the 
edges of the wetlands and ponds left unmaintained?” Or even “what is a Bee City Golf Course?” These unique 
choices stem from a sustainability perspective since Oak Bay Golf Club is nestled on the edge of 
Georgian Bay. 

Georgian Bay is a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, consisting of the world’s largest freshwater archipelago, the 
Canadian Shield, forests, islands, wetlands, inlets, and an abundance of biodiversity. Designated by the United 
Nations as an ecosystem that needs safeguarding, this rich environment requires special attention from all 
residents including the golf course. 

“From its inception, the course was built with the environment in mind; nothing here is done by accident,” 
Superintendent Owen Ledwith explains. From the native plants planted along the sides of the wetland and ponds 
to assist water filtration and minimize entry by golfers looking for stray balls, to the 9 acres of protected 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas which act as wildlife corridors and are completely pesticide free, Oak Bay has 
always made protecting and preserving the natural environment a top priority.

This made it easy when in the summer of 2019, The Township of Georgian Bay announced they would be 
applying for the Bee City Canada Designation and wanted to know what initiatives Oak Bay had in place to 
support pollinators. “We already were doing so much for our wider ecosystem, it just made sense for us to set our 
own pollinator specific commitments and apply to become the first Bee City Golf Course,” Ledwith stated. 

Becoming a Bee City Business is relatively simple; you fill out the application and set goals for your business such 
as planting and maintaining areas of native wildflowers; decreasing pesticide use; and, public outreach and 
education.  Keeping the commitments you made to the pollinators and the environment will be the most 
challenging aspect. The role of a golf course Superintendent becomes critical when engaging in sustainability 
management. Golf course Superintendents, however, are often over-worked and under-resourced, making it 
difficult to dedicate time fully to sustainability projects even when they are passionate about them. “Having the 
Bee City Business as a formal public statement gives responsibility to our entire team to not only support 
pollinator health but educate our guests as well,” Ledwith stated.  

Becoming a Bee City Golf Course is the first step towards applying for an Audubon certification. Oak Bay 
believes that becoming the world’s first Bee City Golf Course will set an example for other courses to work on 
bridging the gap between sustainability and golf all across Canada.  To learn more about the Bee City initiative 
please visit www.beecity.org. 
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after the fire.  “This be-
came the perfect time for 
me to try new things— 
with the food truck, I was 
time-restricted and there 
was little room for creative 
exploration.” 

Now operating out of 
Coldwater, Cain has ex-
panded into all-season 
catering, providing fresh 
meals for private schools 
and the annual seniors 
day luncheon which host-
ed over 300 guests. Cain 
has since decided this new 
era requires a complete re-
branding leading to a new 
business name and web-
site that are more distinct 
and all-season focused 
rather than just summer 
themed. “My old branding 
just doesn’t fit anymore 
I want to grow and ex-
pand beyond the summer 
theme and bring in my 
family roots to it as I be-
lieve family (and food) are 
most important aspects of 
life.”

For catering visit: cainsca-
tering.ca  or discatering.
ca/about.

The Georgian Bay Biosphere, designated by UNESCO, 
guided by the Cultural Advisory Circle and the newly 
formed Georgian Bay Anishinaabek Youth, are pleased 
to have completed the “Wiigwaas Jiimaanke - Birch 
Bark Canoe Build”. 

With the support of the Urban Programming for In-
digenous People through Indigenous Services Canada, 
Shawanaga First Nation and other provincial partners, 
the immersive community project took place at Sail 
Parry Sound from October 7 inclusively to October 25, 
2019. 

The focus of the project is to bring together Indigenous 
youth to revitalize the ancestral knowledge, teachings 
and practice of building a Wiigwaas Jiimaan. The set of 
specific skills to be gained by participants are 
currently uncommon in contemporary society and are 
very specific to the cultural history, heritage and iden-
tity of Anishinaabek communities. Building a jiimaan 
is one of the most complex forms of Anishinaabek 
craft and technology.

Grounded in Anishinaabek harvesting practices of 
reciprocity and sustainability, the jiimaanke (canoe 
build) is an opportunity to strengthen and engage 
community dialogue regarding relationships and 
responsibilities to not only protecting, but investing in 
the land and water for future generations.

The Wiigwaas-jiimaan is deeply rooted within 
Anishinaabek identity and tradition, connecting peo-
ple to the water, the land, and each other. A Jiimaanke 
(canoe build) has always been a collective effort, bring-
ing together families and community members of all 
ages with diverse skill sets. Over the past 150+ years, 
loss of access to traditional land base and resourc-
es, pressures and policies of assimilation, and other 
powerful forces interrupted the practice of building 
jiimaanan (canoes) within communities throughout 
Anishinaabek Territory, and other practices through-
out what is known as Canada.

The goals of the project are to help the students to de-
velop deep, meaningful and powerful relationships, to 
the plants, trees and many other significant 
resources within the framework of Anishinaabe 
culture and lifeways. The approach was to teach and 
share this knowledge and the many associated skills 
through a series of immersive, hands-on, land-based 
learning experiences.

The Jiimaan is housed in the Stockey Centre, for the 
public to visit. 

More information is available at gbbr.ca/culture &      
@gbanishinaabekyouth on social media or contact 
Kyla Judge, cultural coordinator, at culture@gbbr.ca.

Wiigwaas 
Jiimaanke: 
Anishinaabek 
Youth  hosted a 
community 
Birch Bark 
Canoe Build.

Written by: Kyla Judge

HO Ho HO!
Meet Diane Cain, 
owner of Diane’s Catering. 

After graduating from 
YWCA’s “Women in Busi-
ness” course, Cain’s Cater-
ing, formerly Di’s Picnic 
Basket, was born. Cain 
has been a lover of cook-
ing from her early years. 
“I learned how to prepare 
food from scratch in my 
Grandma’s kitchen. She 
taught me how to make the 
classics such as jams, pick-
les, pies and fresh bread. I 
wanted to start a business 
that embodied the feeling 
of being at Grandma’s—
full of comfort food and 
knowing you are excep-
tionally welcome” states 
Cain. Since its launch in 
2015, Cain’s Catering has-
been a “jack of all trades”; 
catering for government, 
weddings, private parties, 
participating in outdoor 
fairs, and even operating a 
food truck called “Lil Red 
Beast” in Port Severn. Last 
year, “Lil Red Beast” expe-
rienced a fire that paused 
operations but created a 
space for Cain to reflect 
on the future of the busi-
ness. 

Rising (literally) from the 
ashes, Cain decided the 
food truck industry is not 
the future of Cain’s Cater-
ing. “It’s too unpredictable 
and limited to only the 
summer months” Cain 
explains when asked why 
she chose not to rebuild 

Business Spotlight:
Diane’s Catering

Ol’ Saint Nick arrived in Honey Harbour for the Santa 
Claus Parade December 1. Thank you to the lovely 
Cathy Decou for organizing such an amazing event 
and bringing Christmas spirit to our community. 
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The Highlights 

ABOVE: MPP Norm Miller 
attended the MacTier 
Remembrance Day Ceremony. 

LEFT: Thank you to 
everyone who 
celebrated the 
arrival of Santa 
Claus in Honey 
Harbour. 

ABOVE: The CP Holiday Train made 
its annual stop in MacTier and made a 
generous donation to the food bank.


