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Calendar
Council | May 14 at 9:30 a.m. 

Committee of the Whole | May 15 at 9 a.m.

Committee of Adjustment | May 18 at 9 a.m.

Office Closed for Victoria Day | May 21 

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber 
(99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council 
and Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously 
recorded meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 

Subscribe
Email Jessica Gunby, Clerk, at 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca to subscribe to receive 
e-communications from the Township.

Federal government 
investment to stimulate 
business growth and job 
creation in Parry 
Sound–Muskoka
Thanks to an investment of more than $7.1 
million by the Government of Canada, people, 
businesses and communities in Parry 
Sound–Muskoka will benefit from the growth of 
small and medium-sized enterprises and the 
creation of well-paying, middle-class jobs.

The announcement was made on April 10th by 
the Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of 
Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development to promote the continued 
investment in FedNor’s Northern Ontario 
Development and Community Futures 
Programs. 

Continue reading on page 2. 

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
https://www.facebook.com/gbtownship/
https://twitter.com/gbtownship
https://www.canada.ca/home.html
http://fednor.gc.ca/eic/site/fednor-fednor.nsf/eng/fn02348.html
http://fednor.gc.ca/eic/site/fednor-fednor.nsf/eng/fn02348.html
https://www.cfontario.ca
https://www.cfontario.ca


Sign up for property tax pre-authorized 
payment plans
You can sign up any time of the year. There are three plans 
available: due date (March and August), monthly, and properties in 
arrears. 

Applications are available on the Township website under Financial 
Services. Contact taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x223 
for more information.
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Federal government 
investment to 
stimulate business 
growth and job 
creation in Parry 
Sound–Muskoka
Continued from front page. These 
programs guide Government of 
Canada investments throughout 
the region and support projects 
that promote sustainable 
community economic 
development, enhance business 
development and growth, and 
facilitate innovation.

"The Government of Canada 
recognizes the unique needs of 
Northern Ontario and is investing 
to support initiatives that are 
helping to fuel the region’s 
economy and create more 
middle-class jobs for hard working 
Canadians,” said Minister Bains. 

The funding will support 12 
priority projects being led by local 
organizations, including Muskoka 
Futures and Regional Tourism 
Organization 12 (RTO 12 or 
Explorers’ Edge). 

Read about how the investment 
will impact all 12 priority projects 
at fednor.gc.ca. 

Port Severn featured in Canadian Geographic 
Georgian Bay has always drawn photographers to its beautiful landscape 
and local wildlife. Mackenzie Thomas discovered the Bay’s natural 
charisma while living in and photographing the area. 

His passion for photography grew out of his love for the great outdoors. 
It only makes sense that his photo of a beaver near White’s Falls was 
selected for Canadian Geographic’s new book, which features ultimate 
Canadian photos from across the country. “I’m extremely excited to have 
my photo selected as one of the only photos representing the Muskoka 
region,” said Mackenzie. 

You can view more of Mackenzie’s work at fusefoto.squarespace.com or 
on Instagram at @fusefoto.  

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
http://muskokafutures.ca
http://muskokafutures.ca
https://explorersedge.ca
https://explorersedge.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/fednor/news/2018/04/fednor-investment-to-create-jobs-growth-and-a-strong-economy-in-the-parry-soundmuskoka-region.html
http://fusefoto.squarespace.com
http://gbtownship.ca
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Be Bear Wise as warm weather 
arrives
Spring is the beginning of bear season and with it 
comes an increase in bear sightings in urban areas.  
Georgian Bay residents and visitors are reminded to 
do their part to avoid human-bear interactions. 

How to prevent bear encounters 

Bears usually avoid humans, but as they wake up 
from a winter of hibernation, they are often faced 
with a scarcity of natural food sources. When natural 
food sources are poor, bears will travel long 
distances to seek out alternative food sources such 
as garbage cans and bird feeders. 

The best way to prevent bears from visiting your 
neighbourhood is by removing five popular bear 
attractants:

1.     Pet food
        Keep pet food indoors. 

2.     Fruits and berries
        Pick all ripe and fallen fruit on your             
        property and plant non-fruit bearing trees and                
        shrubs. 

3.     Barbeque
        Clean food residue and grease from outdoor   
        barbeque grills after each use.

4.     Garbage
        Store garbage in waste containers with                    
        tight-fitting lids and only put out garbage on     
        the morning of pickup.
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Visit ontario.ca/bearwise for more bear safety 
tips and advice. 

5.     Bird feeders
        Only fill bird feeders during                       
        the winter months and offer natural                
        alternatives (e.g. flowers, nesting boxes, 
        fresh water) in the spring.

Who to contact 

Bears that enter your community are not necessarily 
a threat, but it is important to know who to call 
during a bear encounter. For non-emergencies, the 
province operates a toll-free Bear Wise reporting 
line, available at 1-866-514-2327. The line is open 
24/7 from April 1st to November 30th to provide 
useful information and best practices. From 
December 1st to March 31st, please contact your 
local MNRF District office.

If a bear is posing an immediate threat by exhibiting 
threatening or aggressive behaviour, call 911.
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Remember to get your Port 
Severn Park parking pass 
Township property owners and tenants can pick 
up their free parking permit at the Township 
municipal office and library (all branches). Each 
parking permit is valid for two licence plate 
numbers until December 31, 2018. Proof of 
ownership / tenancy and personal identification 
will be required to pick up your parking permit.

Contact Vivian Jacques at 1-800-567-0187 x225 
or vjacques@gbtownship.ca for details.
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Make your voice count:
2018 Municipal Election 
The next municipal election will take place on 
Monday October 22, 2018. The Township of 
Georgian Bay will be conducting internet and 
telephone voting so voters can cast their vote from 
home or away! No mail-in ballots will occur. 

Make sure you’re in our Voter Database 

If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), you may not be in 
our Voter Database. Confirm that you’re registered 
online at gbtownship.ca or by calling Jessica Gunby, 
Clerk, at 1-800-567-0187 x242. You can request to 
be added to the Voter Database in person at the 
Township office, by emailing a colour copy of your 
photo identification to jgunby@gbtownship.ca, or by 
registering yourself online. Include your mailing 
address if it’s different from your property address in 
the Township.

How to become a candidate 

Nominations can be submitted in person beginning 
Tuesday May 1, 2018. Nomination day is Friday July 
27, 2018 (between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.). Completed 
nomination papers must be filed with the Clerk along 
with the filing fee. Nomination papers for the Office 
of the District Chair must be filed at the District of 
Muskoka’s office. 

Please make an appointment with the Clerk if you 
plan on running for Council or registering to be a 
third party advertiser. Required forms and related 
documents are available for pick up at the municipal 
office or on the municipal website under 2018 
Election. 

Township staff participate in 
pitch-in event for Earth Day
Public areas often become littered with garbage and 
other items making these spaces less enjoyable for 
the community to spend time in. Pitch-in events help 
clean up the community while raising environmental 
awareness and social responsibility. In celebration of 
Earth Day, Township staff gathered over 100 kg of 
garbage at Port Severn Park and the surrounding 
area to keep our public spaces healthy! Please 
remember to use designated waste bins when 
spending time outdoors. 
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Bring a friend and let’s go riding!

May  19, 2018 

Registration: 9 a.m. | Ride: 10 a.m. 

Cost of ride is $20. Bring your own lunch.  

For more information contact Steve McHaffie at:
mchaffie_pat@hotmail.com

35 Violet Drive, Port Severn 
705-538-1315 

Permits are required and sold 
at the event ($20 day passes, 
$150 seasonal passes).

Georgian Bay
e-news

May 2018

mailto:mchaffie_pat@hotmail.com
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca


Georgian Bay
e-news
May 2018

Township of Georgian Bay | 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0
1-800-567-0187 | gbtownship.ca | @gbtownshipp. 6

Take part in Emergency 
Preparedness Week
This year, Emergency Preparedness Week (EP Week) 
runs from May 6th to 12th. EP Week is a national 
awareness initiative that encourages people to 
become better prepared to face a range of 
emergencies by taking three simple steps: (1) know 
the risks, (2) make a plan, and (3) get an 
emergency kit.

Step 1: Know the Risks
Be informed.

Across Canada, we face a number of hazards that 
can vary from region to region. Knowing what risks 
exist in your community is an important part of being 
better prepared. In Muskoka, regional risks may 
include flooding, earthquakes, severe storms, forest 
fires, tornadoes and power outages. 

Step 2: Make a Plan
Be prepared.

You can't always predict an emergency, but you can 
prepare for one. Plans should include evacuation 
procedures, safe exits, safe meeting places, how to 
contact other household members and special needs.

Test emergency plans through an exercise or talk 
about what you would do if there were a power 
outage, evacuation, flood or other emergency. 

Step 3: Get a Kit
Be self-sufficient.

During an emergency, we all need some basic 
supplies. This may include supplies to help you get 
by without power or tap water. Be prepared to be 
self-sufficient for at least 72 hours in an emergency.

Kits should contain essentials, extra supplies for 
evacuation, and special considerations (e.g. items for 
a baby, pet or someone with a disability). 

While governments at all levels are working hard to 
keep Canada safe, everyone has a role to play in 
being prepared for an emergency. Learn more about 
emergency preparedness at ontario.ca/beprepared. 

Half Loads
The reduced load (max 5 tonne/axle) season 
started in March and will continue to May 31st for 
all Township and District roads in the Township.

Township honours Humboldt 
victims
The Township of Georgian Bay lowered flags to 
half-mast and participated in Jersey Day as a small 
way of acknowledging the impact of the tragedy on 
the hockey community and people across Canada. 
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Mark your calendar:
8th Annual Mayor’s Golf for Health
Join us on Thursday, September 13th at Oak Bay 
Golf Club in support of Royal Victoria Regional Health 
Centre’s “Hearts & Minds” campaign! 

Stay tuned for registration and event details. 
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Burn Permits
Burn permits are required 
from April 1st to October 31st 
every year, for any type of 
open air burning, except a 
small campfire for cooking or 
warmth. With a valid permit, 
the Township allows daytime 
burning.

Permits are available at no 
cost online at gbtownship.ca, 
by fax at 705-538-1328, or in 
person at the Township 
municipal office and library 
(all branches).

Contact Shelly Woll, Fire & 
Emergency Services Technical 
Assistant, at 1-800-567-0187 
x249 or swoll@gbtownship.ca 
for more information about 
open air burning.

Do you have questions about your property 
assessment?
MPAC (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) is responsible for 
the assessment of your property. A representative from MPAC will be 
at the Township to answer any property assessment related questions 
or concerns. Appointments are preferred, but drop-ins will be 
accommodated if time allows. To schedule an appointment, please 
email taxes@gbtownship.ca.

Dates: 
Time:  
Location: 

Municipalities determine revenue requirements, set municipal tax rates 
and collect property taxes to pay for municipal services. MPAC’s 
assessments help ensure that property owners pay their fair share, 
and nothing more. Visit aboutmyproperty.ca to learn more about how 
your property was assessed, see the information MPAC has on file, and 
compare it to others in your neighbourhood. Look for your Roll 
Number and Access Key on your Property Assessment Notice to 
register.

Friday, July 20th & Friday, August 17th
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Municipal Administration Office
99 Lone Pine Road
Port Severn, ON L0K 1S0

mailto:swoll@gbtownship.ca
mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca/content/burn-permit-law
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FOR CHILDREN AGES 5-12
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WEEK 2WEEK 1 WEEK 3 WEEK 5 WEEK 7 WEEK 8

JULY 9-13JULY 3-6 JULY 16-20 JULY 23-27 JULY 30-
AUG 3

AUG 7-10 AUG 13-17 AUG 20-24

WEEK 4 WEEK 6

Friday trips to be determined | gbtownship.ca | 705-538-2337 x225 | vjacques@gbtownship.ca

Registration Forms
Registration forms can be found on the Township of 
Georgian Bay’s website or at the municipal office. 
Submit completed forms to the Township by mail, fax 
or in person.

Camp Location
MacTier Memorial Arena (9 Haig Street, MacTier) and 
Stewart Lake Beach. 

Camp Hours
Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Supervision will not be provided outside of these 
operating hours.

Camp Ratio
Our staff-to-camper ratio reflects our commitment to 
safe, high-quality program supervision. Our camp 
ratio is one leader to ten campers (1:10), 
supplemented with support from responsible 
volunteers.

Cost
Five-day weeks (weeks 2-5 and 7-8)
Resident: $100/week or $30/day
Non-resident: $125/week or $37.50/day

Four-day weeks (weeks 1 and 6)
Resident: $80/week or $30/day
Non-resident: $100/week or $37.50/day

Trip days only
Resident: $40
Non-resident: $50

Full payment must be received two weeks prior to 
the start of camp. Registration is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Maximum of 30 participants per 
session.

Program Subsidy
You may be eligible for financial assistance for this 
program. For more information regarding program 
subsidy contact Brent Baker, Community Outreach 
Worker, at brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca or 
705-538-0003. This is not a School or Board 
sponsored activity. 
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