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e-communications from the Township. 

Township raises Olympic flag 
in support of Chris Lee 
The Township of Georgian Bay proudly raised 
the Olympic flag in support of MacTier native 
Chris Lee, defenseman for the Canadian Men’s 
Olympic Hockey Team. Township Council and 
staff were joined by community members and 
Chris Lee’s family for the flag raising on 
February 9. The flag raising followed the 
installation of a temporary sign in MacTier as 
part of a community project to showcase the 
community’s pride in being home to a 
world-class Olympic athlete. 

The Township also assisted KidSport Georgian 
Bay through free facility usage of the MacTier 
Arena to host a series of community live 
broadcast feeds and public events to cheer on 
the hometown hero. 

Continue reading on page 4. 
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Calendar 
Council | March 8 at 10:00 a.m. 

Committee of the Whole | March 9 at 9 a.m. 

Committee of Adjustment | March 16 at 9 a.m. 

Office Closed for Good Friday | March 30 

Office Closed for Easter Monday | April 2 

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber 
(99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council 
and Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously 
recorded meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 
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As many of the open barns and 

Georgian Bay Land 
Trust installs nest 
cups in the Port 
Severn Wetlands 
Barn Swallows have a new home 
in the Port Severn Wetlands! In 
February, Georgian Bay Land 
Trust (GBLT) staff visited 
protected wetlands in Port Severn 
to help enhance habitat for these 
at-risk birds. With the help of 
volunteer property steward and 
neighbour to the wetlands, David 
Flower, three nest cups were 
installed to encourage Barn 
Swallows to make use of the 
area’s high-quality habitat. 

Brooks Greer of Georgian Bay Land Trust 
(right) is joined by local property steward 
David Flower (left) to install the nest cups 
for Barn Swallows. 

Barn Swallows are small 
songbirds that nest almost 
exclusively in human-made 
structures, preferring to shelter 
under roofs or ledges with easy 
access to the outdoors. They are 
easily identified by their deeply 
forked tail (in males), dark blue 
back, and red forehead and 
throat. Like many other bird 
species, their numbers have 
declined alarmingly in recent 
decades, with Ontario's population 
dropping 68% since 1970. In 
2012, Barn Swallows were listed 
as threatened in Ontario as a 
result of habitat loss, 
environmental pollution, and 
other factors. 

The abandoned fishing camp (above) 
where the nest cups were installed. This 
open, wooden building is an ideal Barn 
Swallow habitat. 

other structures they nest in are 
torn down or modernized, there 
are fewer sheltered places for 
Barn Swallows to make their 
nests and raise their young. One 
of the ways we can help these 
birds is to provide new nesting 
sites by installing nest cups in 
suitable open buildings. An 
abandoned fishing camp in the 
Port Severn Wetlands is the ideal 
place. 

Wooden nest cups were provided 
by Nadine Price of Ontario Land 
Trust Alliance, who is working on 
a project to help land trusts 
throughout Ontario enhance Barn 
Swallow habitat. 

Nadine Price (left) of Ontario Land Trust 
Alliance and Brooks Greer (right) heading 
to the Port Severn Wetlands to install the 
nest cups. 
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better we can protect 
their habitats and flyways. 

On March 7, join GBLT and Elora Grahame, 
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M.Sc. Candidate, to learn first-hand about work 
being done in the Georgian Bay area by scientists 
from the University of Guelph. The evening will begin 
with a cocktail reception at 5 p.m. followed by 
dicussion at 6 p.m. at the Bishop Strachan School in 
Toronto. Admission is free. RSVP at gblt.org. 

About Georgian Bay Land Trust 

GBLT is a charitable conservation organization 
dedicated to protecting wilderness lands along 
eastern Georgian Bay and the North Channel. They 
protect 55 ecologically significant properties, 
including the 80 acre Port Severn Wetlands, which 
provide critical habitat for species at risk as well as 
recreational opportunities for communities. GBLT 
also supports scientific research to better understand 
the environment and species of Georgian Bay, and 
hosts educational programs and events to help 
children and adults connect with nature. Find out 
more at gblt.org. 

By installing the cups 5-7 cm below a roof or 
overhang, the swallows are provided with a 
protected nook to build a nest in, using their 
preferred medium – mud. 

Since Barn Swallows are migratory, they won’t have 
a chance to discover and make use of the cups until 
they return to the area in the spring. Return visits in 
the spring and summer will allow GBLT to discover 
whether the project has been a success and if any 
birds have taken up residence. 

The Port Severn Wetlands are a perfect place for 
birds, and already busy with many species 
throughout much of the year. This spring, keep your 
eyes peeled around the area and see if you spot any 
Barn Swallows in the mix! 

Interested in learning more about 
migratory birds? 

Do you ever wonder where Georgian Bay's birds go 
when they're not here, and how they use our habitat 
when they are? Important research on bird and 
insect migration is being done right here in Ontario, 
and GBLT is proud to contribute to this through 
participation in the Motus Wildlife Tracking Program. 
The better we understand how these threatened 
animals are using and moving through our area, the 
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2018 Township Budget 
Council adopted the 2018 Budget on January 9, 
2018. The 2018 Budget documents – available 
on the Township website under “Hot Topics” – 
include information on the budget process, 
projects scheduled for 2018, and a breakdown 
of the operating and capital budgets. 

Contact Jane Corbeil, Director of Financial 
Services / Treasurer at jcorbeil@gbtownship.ca 
or 1-800-567-0187 x246 for more information. 

Did you know Muskoka has an 
Affordable Housing Program? 
Housing is a basic need for everyone. The 
current supply of housing options across 
Muskoka does not fully respond to the range of 
needs in the housing market, particularly for 
low and moderate income households living or 
working in Muskoka.  

The District of Muskoka provides several 
affordable housing programs to help people in 
Muskoka have a place to call home that is 
affordable and safe. These programs include 
capital incentives for developers and builders, 
home ownership programs, funding for home 
repairs, rent supplement programs and social 
housing. These programs are included in the 
District’s 10-Year Housing and Homelessness 
Plan. 

Learn more about eligibility criteria and how to 
apply at muskoka.on.ca. 

Township raises Olympic flag in 
support of Chris Lee 
Continued from page 1. Through the public events, 
the local KidSport chapter raised funds to provide 
sport registration fees and equipment grants for local 
youth who may not otherwise have the financial 
resources to get into the game. Mayor Larry Braid 
and Councillors Brian Bochek and Cynthia Douglas 
attended the community kick-off event at the 
MacTier Arena in encouragement of the 
Olympic-themed celebrations. 

"I'm extremely proud that Chris Lee represented 
Canada in the Olympic Games. Throughout his 
participation in the games, we cheered him on at his 
hometown arena," said Mayor Larry Braid. 
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Caring for your septic system 
When functioning correctly, your septic system 
provides a safe and reliable way of treating your 
household waste and wastewater. But just like other 
parts of your home, septic systems need 
maintenance, repair and eventual replacement. 
Septic systems that are failing or improperly 
maintained can contaminate your water supply and 
that of your neighbours. A failed septic system may 
also decrease your property value and cause 
expensive repairs. 

Pump Inspect Flush 
Regularly Often Responsibly 

How to identify septic failure 

• Bad smell 

• Appearance of an unpleasant-looking liquid in 
the leaching bed 

• Spongy spots and sewage on or near the 
leaching bed 

• Slow moving or backed-up drains in your home 

• More lush vegetation over the septic bed 

• Broken or disconnected pipes 

Not all warning signs are visible above ground – an 
inspection of the tank is necessary to be certain. 

Have you heard about the Township’s 
Septic Reinspection Program? 

Regular inspections and maintenance will extend the 
life of your system and save you money. The 
Township will notify you by letter before they visit 
your property for a non-evasive site inspection. The 
inspectors look for evidence of a failing septic system 
and determine your average septic usage based on 
the number of household structures and plumbing. 
The inspector may ask for the septic tank lids to be 
exposed and opened if a dye test is necessary. If any 
failure is found at the time of inspection, the 
property owner will be given an Order to Comply. 

Leaching 
bed 

Liquid 
waste 

Sludge 

Liquids seep into 
the ground 

You are required to ensure your septic system is in 
proper working condition by the Ontario Building 
Code, Clean Water Act, and South Georgian Bay Lake 
Simcoe Protection Plan. For more information on the 
Township’s Septic Reinspection Program, contact 
Caely Nicholson at cnicholson@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x241. 

Visit ourwatershed.ca for more drinking water 
source protection tips. 

Township of Georgian Bay | 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0 
1-800-567-0187 | gbtownship.ca | @gbtownship p. 6 

mailto:cnicholson@gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://ourwatershed.ca


Township of Georgian Bay | 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0 
1-800-567-0187 | gbtownship.ca | @gbtownship p. 7 

2018 Interim Tax Billing 
The 2018 interim tax bills were mailed 
mid-February and payment is due on March 28. 
If you did not receive your tax bill, contact us at 
taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x223. 

Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse the 
property owner from responsibility of payment, 
nor relieve them from liability of interest or 
penalty for late payment. 

Taxes are payable by any of the following 
methods: at the Township office, at your bank, 
via self-service banking, online or by mail (must 
be received by due date). 

Sign up for property tax 
pre-authorized payment plans 
You can sign up any time of the year. There are 
three plans available: due date (March and 
August), monthly, and properties in arrears. 
Supplementary billings are not included in the 
plan and must be paid separately. 

Applications are available on the Township 
website under Financial Services. Contact 
taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x223 
for more information. 

Half Loads 
The reduced load (max 5 tonne/axle) season 
starts on March 1 and continues to May 31 for all 
Township and District roads in the Township. 

Make your 

Georgian Bay 
e-news

March 2018 

voice count: 2018 
Municipal Election 
The next municipal election will take place on 
Monday October 22, 2018. The Township of 
Georgian Bay will be conducting internet and 
telephone voting so voters can cast their vote from 
home or away! No mail-in ballots will occur. Staff 
will be available to assist during regular business 
hours as well as the two Saturdays leading up to the 
election. Additional details on dates and times will be 
provided later in 2018. 

New to the Township of Georgian Bay? 

If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), contact Jessica 
Gunby, Clerk, at 1-800-567-0187 x242 or 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca to confirm that you’re in the 
Voter Database. You can request to be added to the 
Voter Database in person at the Township office or 
by emailing a colour copy of your photo identification 
to jgunby@gbtownship.ca. Include your mailing 
address if it’s different from your property address in 
the Township. 

If you’re a tenant, personal identification and proof 
of your tenancy will be required. A tenant must be in 
possession of the property for at least six weeks 
during the calendar year in which the election takes 
place in order to be eligible to vote. 

In order to vote in any municipal election in Ontario, 
you must be aged 18 or older and be a Canadian 
citizen. You must also qualify to vote in your 
municipality. For more information on the election 
and voter eligibility, visit “2018 Election” on the 
municipal website. 
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WEEK 2WEEK 1 WEEK 3 WEEK 5 WEEK 7 WEEK 8 

JULY 9-13 JULY 3-6 JULY 16-20 JULY 23-27 JULY 30-
AUG 3 

AUG 7-10 AUG 13-17 AUG 20-24 

WEEK 4 WEEK 6 

Friday trips to be determined | gbtownship.ca | 705-538-2337 x225 | vjacques@gbtownship.ca 

Registration Forms 
Registration forms can be found on the Township of 
Georgian Bay’s website or at the municipal office. 
Submit completed forms to the Township by mail, fax 
or in person. 

Camp Location 
MacTier Memorial Arena (9 Haig Street, MacTier) and 
Stewart Lake Beach. 

Camp Hours 
Monday to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Supervision will not be provided outside of these 
operating hours. 

Camp Ratio 
Our staff-to-camper ratio reflects our commitment to 
safe, high-quality program supervision. Our camp 
ratio is one leader to ten campers (1:10), 
supplemented with support from responsible 
volunteers. 

Cost 
Five-day weeks (weeks 2-5 and 7-8) 
Resident: $100/week or $30/day 
Non-resident: $125/week or $37.50/day 

Four-day weeks (weeks 1 and 6) 
Resident: $80/week or $30/day 
Non-resident: $100/week or $37.50/day 

Trip days only 
Resident: $40 
Non-resident: $50 

Full payment must be received two weeks prior to 
the start of camp. Registration is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Maximum of 30 participants per 
session. 

Program Subsidy 
You may be eligible for financial assistance for this 
program. For more information regarding program 
subsidy contact Brent Baker, Community Outreach 
Worker, at brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca or 
705-538-0003. This is not a School or Board 
sponsored activity. 
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