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Calendar
Council | February 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

Committee of the Whole | February 12 at 1 p.m. or 
immediately following Council

Committee of Adjustment | February 16 at 9 a.m.

Office Closed for Family Day | February 19 

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber 
(99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council 
and Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously 
recorded meetings on the Township’s YouTube channel. 

Subscribe
Email Jessica Gunby, Clerk, at 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca to subscribe to receive 
e-communications from the Township.

Help us design the new 
municipal website!
As part of a website redesign project, the 
Township will be hosting a public consultation 
to create a sitemap. This sitemap will affect 
how the entire new website is laid out and is 
the basis for the homepage. Members of the 
public are invited to join Council and staff for 
the workshop on February 22 from 1 to 4 
p.m. in the Council Chamber. Please RSVP to
Natalie Graham at ngraham@gbtownship.ca or
1-800-567-0187 x266 by February 16 if you’re
interested in attending. 

This workshop will help shape the new 
Township website to serve the needs of our 
community, from residents and visitors to 
business owners, staff and elected officials. We 
value your input and hope to see you at our 
upcoming sitemap workshop. Light snacks and 
refreshments will be provided.  

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
mailto:ngraham@gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
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https://twitter.com/gbtownship
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OPP warns motorists to drive 
with care this winter
Every year the first snowfall brings with it the 
excitement of winter activities. Unfortunately 
the winter weather also brings a significant 
increase in motor vehicle collisions. With the 
increased risk of having a collision, Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) offers the following tips: 

•     Check your tires  
Winter tires will give you the extra 
traction, braking and handling you'll need 
to confidently drive on snow and ice. 
Check air pressure frequently in cold 
weather. 

•     Get your windshield ready  
Make sure your wipers are working and 
you have extra freeze resistant 
windshield wiper fluid.

•     Have an emergency kit  
Prepare for winter emergencies by 
keeping a kit filled with blankets, extra 
hat/gloves, a flashlight, a snow brush/ice 
scraper, and water in your trunk.

•     Know who to call 
If you encounter trouble or witness an 
emergency, you can call *677 or 
1-800-310-1122 to connect you to the 
nearest OPP communications centre.

Please remember to always wear your seatbelt 
and drive according to conditions. Slowing 
down and driving with care this winter will help 
you get to your destination safely. 

Township welcomes new 
Community Outreach Worker
The Township welcomes Brent Baker from the 
District of Muskoka as the new Community Outreach 
Worker. Brent primarily supports clients in Georgian 
Bay as part of the Community Homelessness 
Prevention Initiative. Brent brings over 19 years of 
experience providing various counselling and support 
services, with a deep understanding of what it takes 
to help community members. 

Brent is available to assist with District and Provincial 
community services programs. He will also be 
overseeing the Port Severn Food Bank and Fresh 
Food Basket program throughout the Township. Visit 
Brent at Baxter Ward Community Centre or contact 
him to learn more about available support services at 
705-538-0003 (office), 705-528-2142 (cell) or 
brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca.

mailto:brent.baker@muskoka.on.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
https://www.opp.ca
https://www.opp.ca
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SSS, local municipalities, and 
partner organizations work 
towards Local Climate Change 
Action Plan
Sustainable Severn Sound (SSS) is working with the 
Township of Georgian Bay and other municipal 
partners to tackle climate change and increase 
community awareness of climate change impacts. 
Addressing climate change is a key issue facing both 
the local and global community, and the 
implementation of this project is an important 
directive from SSS’s Sustainability Action Plan and 
their inaugural Municipal Sustainability Report Card. 

This process will increase awareness of the local 
impacts of climate change, recognize mitigation 
practices by municipalities, community organizations 
and agencies – and identify new opportunities to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) and 
decrease the region’s environmental footprint.

“Collaboration is needed to enhance our response to 
climate change. The Climate Change Action Plan will 
create new relationships and beneficial partnerships 
within the community, providing the strong 
foundation required to take meaningful steps to 
adapt to climate change,” noted Tracy Roxborough,
SSS’s Sustainability Coordinator. 

“The Township’s support 
of this project contributes to 
our commitment to protect and preserve 
the natural environment, and considers the 
potential impacts of climate change as contained 
within Georgian Bay’s 2016-2019 Community 
Strategic Plan. The work by SSS is an important step 
in supporting the innovation and collaboration 
needed for effective decision-making and 
implementation of local climate solutions,” said 
Mayor Larry Braid.

The Plan will be developed with extensive community 
and stakeholder input. Tell SSS how you think local 
communities and municipalities should respond to 
climate change at surveymonkey.com/r/SSS-Local
ClimateChangeActionPlan or by visiting the Township 
office. 
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Township hosts Volunteer Fire 
Services Annual Appreciation and 
Awards Dinner
Volunteer firefighters from all three fire stations
(MacTier, Honey Harbour and Port Severn) were 
celebrated at the Annual Appreciation and Awards 
Dinner hosted at Baxter Ward Community Centre on 
December 7, 2017.

Fire Chief Tony Van Dam welcomed the firefighters
and their family members, along with Mayor
Braid, Councillor Bochek, Councillor Douglas, and 
members of senior management.

“I am very proud of the effort displayed by our 
firefighters,” stated Fire Chief Van Dam. “We 
celebrated several recruits on successfully 
completing varying levels of training, as well as the 
retirement of volunteer firefighters Jim Budarick and 
Stu Hunter. I am so thankful for our great team and 
their service to the community.” 

Have you heard about our new   
Event Grant Funding Program?
The Township of Georgian Bay launched a new 
program to help non-profit organizations and 
volunteer groups host community celebrations, 
festivals and special events. Eligible groups can apply 
for up to $2,000 of available funding! Other forms of 
assistance include free or subsidized use of Township 
facilities and equipment.

Visit “Event Funding” on the municipal website for 
eligibility requirements and more information. Please 
direct all requests for community event funding to
Jane Corbeil at jcorbeil@gbtownship.ca.

Township raises flag in support of 
Crime Stoppers month
Township of Georgian Bay Council and staff raised 
the Crime Stoppers flag with members of Crime 
Stoppers and Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) in 
support of Crime Stoppers month. 
       
Crime Stoppers month is recognized every January in 
Simcoe Dufferin Muskoka in support of the civilian, 
non-profit charitable organization. Crime Stoppers 
works together in a cooperative relationship with the 
police, the media and members of the community to 
assist in solving crimes. Cash rewards are provided 
by Crime Stoppers for persons in the community who 
anonymously provide information about a known or 
potential crime without fear of reprisal.

The Crime Stoppers’ tip line is open 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. People can call 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477) or submit a tip online through their website 
at crimestopperssdm.com.

Pictured left to right: Southern Georgian Bay OPP Insp. Andrew 
Ferguson, Amy Seymour, Police Coordinator Leslie Woodley, 
Amber McDonald, Jenny Albert, Jessica Gunby, Vivian Jacques, 
Mayor of Georgian Bay Larry Braid, Jane Corbeil, Crime Stoppers 
Co-Chair Sybille Milligan, Crime Stoppers Director Harry Patterson, 
and Southern Georgian Bay OPP Const. Dave Hobson. 
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Venture Muskoka Spotlight: 
Inspiring creativity in Georgian 
Bay
From serene to stimulating, Georgian Bay inspires 
creativity in arts and culture. The region’s natural 
environment flaunts an incredible palette of warm 
earthy tones, brilliant blues, crimson and gold that 
attracts many artists. Canada’s most recognizable 
creators, Emily Carr, Tom Thomson and the Group of 
Seven, were all known to explore Georgian Bay’s 
waters, forests and wildlife.

David Milne, another renowned Canadian painter, 
spent a significant portion of his career in Georgian 
Bay where he built a cottage to live and paint in. 
Milne wrote, “If I am allowed to pick my own heaven, 
this is it,” when describing his home and studio on 
Six Mile Lake. Inspired by his natural surroundings, 
Milne produced what some consider to be his best 
work during that time. As part of a Canada 150 
legacy project, local volunteers moved and will 
restore his 1930s dwelling beside the historic 
Bressette House in Port Severn for public viewing. 
The prolific painter was highly influential in shaping 
the world of Canadian art, and his work continues to 
be exhibited and studied. The Art Gallery of Ontario 
debuted the David Milne Centre in 2012 to feature 
his letters, artwork and other archival items. The rich 
collection is expansive, covering two floors of the 
gallery.

MEET TODAY’S MAKERS
 

 

Photo by Ralph Grose

Oil painting by Marianne Braid

Oil painting by Wendy Wingfelder

Georgian Bay continues to be a popular destination to find inspiration. Continue reading the community 
spotlight at venturemuskoka.ca to view pieces created and captured by local artists Marianne Braid, Claire 
Bull, Ralph Grose, and Wendy Wingfelder.

http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://venturemuskoka.ca/2017/12/18/georgianbay/
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Mayor’s Golf Tournament raises 
over $24,000 for RVH Foundation
Thanks to everyone who supported the 7th Annual 
Mayor’s Golf for Health. We raised $12,290 for each 
Radio for Cardiology and Simcoe Muskoka Regional 
Cancer Centre! The new cardiac centre at Royal 
Victoria Regional Health Centre (RVH) is now open. 
Thanks for helping bring cardiac and cancer care 
closer to home. Mark your calendar for the 8th 
Annual Mayor’s Golf for Health on Thursday, 
September 13, 2018 at Oak Bay Golf Club.

Make your 
voice count: 2018 
Municipal Election 
The next municipal election will take place on 
Monday October 22, 2018. The Township of 
Georgian Bay will be conducting internet and 
telephone voting so voters can cast their vote from 
home or away! No mail-in ballots will occur. Staff 
will be available to assist during regular business 
hours as well as the two Saturdays leading up to the 
election. Additional details on dates and times will be 
provided later in 2018. 

New to the Township of Georgian 
Bay?
If you’ve purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October 2014), contact Jessica 
Gunby, Clerk, at 1-800-567-0187 x242 or 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca to confirm that you’re in the 
Voter Database. You can request to be added to the 
Voter Database in person at the Township office or 
by emailing a colour copy of your photo identification 
to jgunby@gbtownship.ca. Include your mailing 
address if it’s different from your property address in 
the Township.

If you’re a tenant, personal identification and proof 
of your tenancy will be required. A tenant must be in 
possession of the property for at least six weeks 
during the calendar year in which the election takes 
place in order to be eligible to vote.  

In order to vote in any municipal election in Ontario, 
you must be aged 18 or older and be a Canadian 
citizen. You must also qualify to vote in your 
municipality. For more information on the election 
and voter eligibility, visit “2018 Election” on the 
municipal website. 

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca


Book your ice 
time today!

Call MacTier Memorial Arena
at 705-375-2140 or email
mma@gbtownship.ca to book.

Amendments to Fees and 
Charges By-law 
Amendments to the current Fees and Charges 
By-law were approved by Council and took effect 
January 1. View the new by-law 2017-100 at 
goo.gl/x69rvt.

Sign up for property tax 
pre-authorized payment plans
You can sign up any time of the year. There are 
three plans available: due date (March and 
August), monthly, and properties in arrears. 
Supplementary billings are not included in the 
plan and must be paid separately. 

Applications are available on the Township 
website under Financial Services. Contact  
taxes@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x223 
for more information.
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2018 Interim Tax Billing
The 2018 interim tax bill is scheduled to be mailed 
mid-February and is due on March 28, 2018. The 
interim tax bill is based on 50% of your taxes in the 
previous year. If you do not receive your tax bill, 
contact us at taxes@gbtownship.ca or 
1-800-567-0187 x223. 

Failure to receive a tax bill does not excuse the 
property owner from responsibility for payment, nor 
relieve them from liability of interest or penalty for 
late payment.

Taxes are payable by any of the following methods: 
at the Township office, at your bank, via self-service 
banking, online or by mail (must be received by due 
date). 

2018 Township Budget 
Council adopted the 2018 Budget on January 9, 
2018. The 2018 Budget documents – available on 
the Township website under “Hot Topics” – include 
information on the budget process, projects 
scheduled for 2018, and a breakdown of the 
operating and capital budgets.

If you have any questions related to the 2018 
Township Budget, contact Jane Corbeil, Director of 
Financial Services / Treasurer at 
jcorbeil@gbtownship.ca or 1-800-567-0187 x246.

Half Loads
The reduced load (max 5 tonne/axle) season starts 
on March 1 and continues to May 31 for all Township 
and District Roads in the Township

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
mailto:mma@gbtownship.ca
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