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Calendar
Office Closed for Holidays | December 25 to January 1

Council | December 11 and Tuesday, January 9 at 10 a.m. 

Committee of the Whole | December 11 and Tuesday, 
January 9 at 1 p.m. or immediately following Council

Committee of Adjustment | December 18 and January 
12 at 9 a.m.

Meetings are held in the municipality’s Council Chamber 
(99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn). Tune in live to Council 
and Committee of the Whole meetings or watch previously 
recorded meetings at goo.gl/ZdBYLA.

Subscribe
Email Jessica Gunby, Clerk (A), at 
jgunby@gbtownship.ca to subscribe to receive 
e-communications from the Township.

Santa visits Georgian Bay
Christmas spirit is in the air! The Canadian 
Pacific (CP) Holiday Train came back to MacTier 
for its 19th year on November 29, 2017. The 
event featured fantastic performances by 
Emma-Lee and Colin James, while raising 
money, food and awareness for the MacTier 
Food Bank. An enormous thank you to  
community volunteers, CP for their $7,000 
contribution and to all those who brought 
donations.

Continue reading about holiday events on p. 4.

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
https://www.facebook.com/gbtownship/
https://twitter.com/gbtownship
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxpvt7SEPAhfxceMQtT5Efg
http://www.cpr.ca/holiday-train/canada
http://www.cpr.ca/holiday-train/canada
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Chief Building Official receives 
award for 35 years of service
Congratulations to Dave Fedoriw, Chief Building 
Official, who celebrated 35 years of service 
with the Township of Georgian Bay. The 
Township extends sincere appreciation to Dave 
for his years of dedicated service. Mayor Larry 
Braid (left) honoured Dave’s (right) milestone 
in Council on November 13, 2017. 

Water fresh trees daily. Keep the tree in
water and away from any ignition sources.  

Check all lights before decorating. Discard
any sets that are frayed or damaged. Never plug
more than 3 strings of lights together. 

Make sure smoke alarms work, replace any
over 10 years old. It’s the law to have working
smoke alarms on every storey of your home and
outside all sleeping areas.  

Install and check carbon monoxide alarms.
If your home has an attached garage or
fuel-burning device, you must have a working
CO alarm outside every sleeping area.

Make sure everyone knows how to get out
safely. Develop and practice a home fire escape
plan with family members and guests.

Use extension cords wisely. Avoid
overloading circuits with plugs and extension
cords. Never put cords under rugs. 

Give space heaters space. Keep them at least
1 metre away from anything that can burn.

Go flameless. Opt for safer flameless candles.

Keep matches and lighters out of sight and
reach of children. Matches and lighters can be
extremely hazardous in the hands of children. 
 
Watch what you heat. Always pay attention
while cooking. If a pot catches fire, carefully
slide a tight-fitting lid over the pot to smother
the flames and then turn off the heat. 

Encourage smokers to smoke outside. Make
sure cigarette butts are properly extinguished. 

Drink alcohol responsibly. Alcohol is often a
common factor in many fatal fires.

Be fire safe during the holidays
The Township of Georgian Bay Fire Department urges 
everyone to keep holiday fire and carbon monoxide 
(CO) safety in mind this season. Here are some tips 
for keeping you and your family safe this winter: 
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Grants available for 
businesses to 
purchase equipment 
or technology
Administered by Innovation 
Initiatives Ontario North, the new 
Triple-P Program provides grants 
to help offset the cost of 
purchasing equipment or 
technology within three “Triple-P” 
categories: Productivity, 
Prototype, and Process 
Improvements. The Triple-P 
Program covers 85% of eligible 
costs related to the innovative 
commercial product, process or 
service before tax, up to $10,000.

This support is available, but not 
limited to, projects that have the 
following outcomes:

• Increased efficiency

• Added production capacity

• Reduced waste

• Strengthened
competitiveness

• Entrance into new
geographic or product
markets

• New product development

Applicants must be a for-profit 
entity located in the districts of 
Muskoka, Nipissing, Parry Sound, 
or Timiskaming. Visit 
iion.ca/triple-p to learn more. 

Township congratulates 
Accounting Clerk on retirement
It is a rare occasion when you can celebrate the number of years 
of service that Accounting Clerk, Rosemary Barron, has dedicated to 
the Township of Georgian Bay. After 43 years of municipal service, 
Rosemary has announced her retirement effective December 29, 2017.

Rosemary has provided customers with exceptional customer service 
over the years. The customers and all of us at the Township will miss her.
We congratulate Rosemary as she moves on to the next chapter of her 
life, which we are sure will involve some spoiling of her grandchildren.

Canadians honoured for their service at 
Remembrance Day ceremony 
Community members joined Canadians across the country – and around 
the world – to reflect on the sacrifices made in past and present conflicts.  
Despite cold fall temperatures, many people gathered at the MacTier 
Legion cenotaph for the Remembrance Day ceremony to pay their 
respects. On November 11, especially, and throughout the year, we 
acknowledge the bravery and sacrifice of those who served our country. 
Lest we forget. 

http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://iion.ca/triple-p/
http://iion.ca/triple-p/
http://iion.ca
http://iion.ca
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Make your voice count: 2018 
Municipal Election 
The next municipal election will take place on 
Monday October 22, 2018. The Township of 
Georgian Bay will be conducting internet and 
telephone voting so voters can cast their vote from 
home or away! Staff will be available to assist during 
regular business hours as well as the two Saturdays 
leading up to the election. Additional details on dates 
and times will be provided later in 2018. 

New to the Township of Georgian 
Bay?
If you have purchased property in the Township since 
the last election (October, 2014), eligible voters in 
your household may not be in the Township’s Voter 
Database. Please contact Jessica Gunby, Clerk, at 
800-567-0187 x242 or jgunby@gbtownship.ca to
verify that you are eligible to vote in the next
election.

You can request to be added to the Voter Database 
in person at the Township office or by emailing a 
colour copy of your photo identification to the Clerk. 
Include your mailing address if it is different from 
your property address in the Township. If you are a 
tenant, personal identification combined with proof of 
your tenancy will be required (e.g. rental / lease 
agreement or utility bill in your name). A tenant 
must be in possession of a property for at least six 
weeks during the calendar year in which the election 
takes place to be eligible to vote.

For more information on the election and voter 
eligibility, visit gbtownship.ca/content/2018- 
election-0. 

Santa visits Georgian Bay
Continued from page 1. Santa also visited Honey 
Harbour and Port Severn in the annual parade on 
November 26, 2017. Don’t worry if you missed jolly 
old Saint Nick – he’ll be back for another parade in 
MacTier on December 2, starting at 1 p.m, before he 
heads back to the North Pole to prepare for 
Christmas.

For more holiday fun in the Muskoka area, visit 
discovermuskoka.ca/santa-claus-parades-muskoka. 

mailto:jgunby@gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca/content/2018-election-0
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 2018 

Please visit your local branch for our Holiday hours (closed Boxing Day).
What’s Happening at the Library?
•  The MacTier Book club meets the first Friday of every month
•  Computer Skills Program: December 1, 8, & 15, 2017   For beginners or to upgrade your skills. Register at the    MacTier Branch. Free program offered by    Bracebridge AETC.

http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca


Georgian Bay
e-news
Dec / Jan

Township of Georgian Bay | 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn ON  L0K 1S0
800-567-0187 | gbtownship.ca | @gbtownshipp. 6

  
SSEA continues tree seedling 
distribution in Georgian Bay 
Trees are a natural part of Georgian Bay’s splendor. 
Beyond their beauty, trees improve environmental 
health and provide food and shelter for wildlife.  
Initially piloted in the Townships of Tay and Tiny, 
Severn Sound Environmental Association (SSEA) 
began the Tree Seedling Distribution Program to 
encourage private landowners to plant native trees 
and shrubs. The program has since expanded to 
include all nine municipalities in the SSEA area, 
including Georgian Bay. SSEA orders bare-root (i.e. 
not potted) seedlings in bulk from a nursery and 
then resells them to property owners looking to buy  
considerably cheaper trees for planting in early 
spring. The seedlings are sold in bundles of 10 and 
must be pre-ordered in December and January.  The 
species list varies somewhat each year, but generally 
includes evergreens, hardwoods, and at least one 
type of native shrub. Prices vary by species. 

For more information about the program in 2018, 
contact Michelle Hudolin at 705-527-5166 x202 or 
mhudolin@midland.ca. 

HABITAT RESTORATION TREE PLANTING

Thinking about planting several hundred trees on 
your land? SSEA may be able to help! Since 1992, 
SSEA and local volunteers have planted more than 
222,000 seedlings! Priority is given to tree planting 
projects that increase forest cover and diversity, or 
improve wildlife habitat and water quality. 

Contact SSEA at sseainfo@midland.ca or 
705-527-5166 for details. 

DID YOU KNOW THE TOWNSHIP HAS TREE 
PRESERVATION AND SITE ALTERATION 
BY-LAWS?

If you are considering substantial tree removal or 
site alteration, such as grading or placing of fill 
within the shoreline area, please contact the 
Planning Department at planning@gbtownship.ca or 
800-567-0187 x263 prior to undertaking either 
activity. By-laws 2014-72 and 2014-73 apply to 
lands within the shoreline area (usually within 20 
metres of the water). Both By-laws are available at 
gbtownship.ca. 
 
Failure to comply with the By-laws may result in 
legal action and fines. The Township appreciates your 
co-operation in keeping Georgian Bay green for 
future generations. 

mailto:mhudolin@midland.ca
mailto:sseainfo@midland.ca
mailto:planning@gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.severnsound.ca
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Congratulations to 
business recognition 
award recipients
The Southeast Georgian Bay 
(SEGBAY) Chamber of Commerce 
presented business recognition 
awards at its Annual General 
Meeting and Christmas Gala on 
November 30, 2017. 

The event is a celebration of 
Chamber members who have 
made exceptional contributions 
through their involvement and 
leadership in the community. It is 
a time for the business 
community to come together and 
show appreciation to those that 
have helped shape Georgian Bay.

Congratulations to this year’s 
deserving recipients:

Thank you for your dedication and 
service to Georgian Bay patrons. 
Your excellence is recognized 
within our business community.  

2018 Budget Process
Financial Services Report 2018 Budget Schedule was 
approved by Council on July 10, 2017. Committee of the Whole 
deliberated on the first draft of the 2018 Budget on November 14, and 
recommended a tax increase of 3.5%, including 2% for capital projects. 
Here are highlights of the remaining schedule: 

If you have any questions related to the 2018 Township Budget, please 
contact Jane Corbeil, Director of Financial Services / Treasurer at 
jcorbeil@gbtownship.ca or 800-567-0187 x246.

Draft 2

Consolidated 2018 Budget and Long-Term Capital Plan Update 
at the Committee of the Whole Meeting

Review and Approval 

Consolidated 2018 Budget and Long-Term Capital Plan Update 
at the Council Meeting

December 11, 2017

January 9, 2018 

2018 Budget Schedule

Book your ice 
time today!

Call MacTier Memorial Arena
at 705-375-2140 or email
mma@gbtownship.ca to book.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR:
Oak Bay Golf Community

NEW BUSINESS:
The Hive

HERITAGE BUSINESS:
Village Marina

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR:
Marilyn Taylor

mailto:jcorbeil@gbtownship.ca
mailto:mma@gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.segbay.ca
http://www.segbay.ca


Amendments to Fees and 
Charges By-law 
Amendments to the current Fees and Charges 
By-law will be going to Council on December 11, 
2017 for approval. If passed, all new fees and 
charges will be effective January 1, 2018 and the 
revised By-law will be posted on the Township 
website. 

Sign up for property tax 
pre-authorized payment plans
You can sign up any time of the year. There are 
three plans available: due date (March and 
August), monthly, and properties in arrears. 
Supplementary billings are not included in the 
plan and must be paid separately. 

Applications are available at 
gbtownship.ca/content/property-taxes. Contact  
taxes@gbtownship.ca or 800-567-0187 x223 for 
more information.
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RVH hosts breakfast update for 
elected officials 
Elected representatives throughout Simcoe Muskoka 
got a sneak peek of Royal Victoria Regional Health 
Centre’s (RVH) advanced cardiac program. Mayor 
Larry Braid was in attendance, seeing the proceeds 
from past Annual Mayor’s Golf for Health 
tournaments in action. 

Donations across the region have made a huge 
difference in bringing care closer to home. 
Construction has started on the catheter labs used 
by cardiologists to diagnose and treat heart 
conditions, giving home to the new cardiac 
diagnostic and rehabilitation equipment. By 2020,  
cardiac patients from across North Simcoe Muskoka 
will be transported directly to RVH for lifesaving 
interventional procedures, such as angioplasty. 

From left to right: Mayor Harry Hughes, Oro Medonte; Chair 
Michael O’Keefe, RVH Board of Directors; MPP Ann Hoggarth, 
Barrie; Mayor Gordon Wauchope, Innisfil; MPP Norm Miller, Parry 
Sound Muskoka; District Chair John Klinck, Muskoka; Mayor Bill 
French, Springwater; Mayor Larry Braid, Georgian Bay (back row); 
and President and CEO Janice Skot, RVH. 

2018 Interim Tax Billing
The 2018 interim tax bill is scheduled to be 
mailed the first week of February with one due 
date at the end of March.

Taxes are payable by any of the following 
methods: at the Township office, at your bank, 
via self-service banking, online or by mail (must 
be received by due date). 

mailto:taxes@gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://www.gbtownship.ca
http://gbtownship.ca/content/property-taxes



